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PARC CYBI, HOLYHEAD
A Summary of the Discoveries of the Archaeological Excavations
By Jane Kenney

Plate 1. Ploughsoil stripping starting at Parc Cybi. View looking south with the A55 on the left and
Kingsland Road on the right (photograph by David Longley)

Introduction
In 2006 to 2008 and 2009 to 2010, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) carried out
archaeological excavations in advance of a major Welsh Government development site, called
3DUF&\ELRQWKHVRXWKHUQHGJHRI+RO\KHDG ¿JXUH 
Over 20 hectares were investigated to reveal a busy and complex archaeological landscape
SODWH IHDWXULQJVLWHVDQG¿QGVGDWLQJIURPWKH0HVROLWKLFSHULRGWKURXJKWRWKHSUHVHQWGD\
Highlights included the remains of a 6000 year old Neolithic timber hall, an Iron Age village
RFFXSLHGRYHU\HDUVDJRDQGEXULDOVLWHVRIWKH%URQ]H$JHDQG(DUO\0HGLHYDOSHULRG
(YLGHQFHIRUIDUPLQJDQGFUDIWLQGXVWULHVLOOXVWUDWHVWKHHYHU\GD\OLIHRIWKHLQKDELWDQWV7KLV
wealth of new information has helped archaeologists to review many long-standing ideas, and
WREHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGKRZKXPDQVKDYHOLYHGLQDQGWUDQVIRUPHGWKHODQGVFDSHRI+RO\,VODQG
3DUF&\ELLVORFDWHGRQ+RO\,VODQGDVPDOOLVODQGMXVWR൵WKHZHVWFRDVWRI$QJOHVH\ULFKLQ
DUFKDHRORJ\RIDOOSHULRGV7KHODQGVFDSHLVORZO\LQJZLWKERJJ\KROORZVDQGURFN\ULGJHV
EXW+RO\,VODQGLVGRPLQDWHGE\+RO\KHDG0RXQWDLQWRWKHQRUWKZHVWRI+RO\KHDG+RO\KHDG
0RXQWDLQLVPKLJKDQGFDQEHFOHDUO\VHHQIURPPRVWSDUWVRI3DUF&\EL
:HOVK*RYHUQPHQWLGHQWL¿HGODQGWRWKHVRXWKRI+RO\KHDGIRUGHYHORSPHQWDVD0L[HG8VH
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Figure 1. Location of Parc Cybi and topography of Holy Island
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Figure 2. Plan showing
Parc Cybi and the areas
investigated
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Plate 2. A view of
Parc Cybi in 2019

'HYHORSPHQW6LWHWRDLGWKHUHJHQHUDWLRQRIWKHDUHD7KHVLWHZDVGHYHORSHGZLWK(XURSHDQ
8QLRQ2EMHFWLYHIXQGLQJ
6LWHV DOUHDG\ IDPLOLDU WR DUFKDHRORJLVWV VXFK DV WKH 7ǔ 0DZU VWDQGLQJ VWRQH 7UH¿JQDWK
Chambered Tomb, and other archaeological sites in the area suggested that there was a high
SRWHQWLDOIRUWKHSUHVHQFHRIVLJQL¿FDQWEXULHGDUFKDHRORJ\DW3DUF&\EL
7RLQYHVWLJDWHWKLVDQLQLWLDOSURJUDPPHRIDUFKDHRORJLFDODVVHVVPHQWZDVXQGHUWDNHQ7KLV
revealed that there was indeed archaeology present in many parts of the site, and that a full
archaeological investigation would be required to ensure that, where archaeological remains
FRXOGQRWEHSUHVHUYHGWKH\ZHUHIXOO\H[FDYDWHGDQGUHFRUGHG7KHDUFKDHRORJLFDOH[FDYDWLRQV
were carried out alongside the construction of roads and other infrastructure on the site, and
when the excavations were completed, the soil was replaced and reseeded with grass to await
IXWXUHFRQVWUXFWLRQRQVSHFL¿FSORWV'HYHORSPHQWKDVWDNHQSODFHRQWKHVLWHVLQFHWKHHQGRI
the archaeological excavations and, in 2019, there is a Road King Truckstop and a Premier Inn
+RWHOQRZRSHUDWLQJRQ3DUF&\EL SODWH 
In order to reveal all the archaeology on the site the mixed and disturbed ploughsoil was
UHPRYHGXVLQJPHFKDQLFDOH[FDYDWRUV SODWH 7KLVZDVGRQHLQDFDUHIXOO\FRQWUROOHGPDQQHU
under archaeological supervision to ensure that archaeological deposits and features were not
GDPDJHG$V DUFKDHRORJLFDO IHDWXUHV ZHUH UHYHDOHG WKHLU ORFDWLRQ ZDV SORWWHG DQG VDPSOH
H[FDYDWLRQVZHUHFDUULHGRXWWRGHWHUPLQHWKHFKDUDFWHUDQGLPSRUWDQFHRIWKHIHDWXUHV7KH
information gained from this process was then used to determine the extent of further detailed
H[FDYDWLRQ
2QFHVLJQL¿FDQWDUFKDHRORJLFDOGHSRVLWVRUIHDWXUHVZHUHLGHQWL¿HGWKHVHZHUHFOHDQHGE\KDQG
XVLQJHLWKHUDWURZHORUKRHWRHQVXUHWKH\FRXOGEHFOHDUO\VHHQ7KH\ZHUHWKHQH[FDYDWHGLQ
GHWDLODQGUHFRUGHGE\SODQQLQJSKRWRJUDSK\DQGZULWWHQGHVFULSWLRQV7KHORFDWLRQVRI¿QGV
ZHUHUHFRUGHGDQGWKHQWKH¿QGVZHUHOLIWHGDQGER[HGRUEDJJHGIRUDQDO\VLV6RLOVDPSOHV
ZHUHWDNHQIRUÀRWDWLRQDQGZHWVLHYLQJWRVHSDUDWHRXWFKDUUHGSODQWUHPDLQVIRUDQDO\VLV

Plate 3. Machines stripping topsoil and ploughsoil with archaeological monitoring
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Figure 3. Location of prehistoric sites across Parc Cybi

)LJXUHVKRZVH[DFWO\ZKLFKDUHDVZHUHLQYHVWLJDWHG2YHUVXFKDODUJHVLWHWKHH[FDYDWLRQ
was a massive job and involved numerous mechanical excavators and large dumper trucks to
PRYHWKHVRLODQGDWHDPRIXSWRSURIHVVLRQDODUFKDHRORJLVWV
$QH[FDYDWLRQRQWKLVVFDOHSURGXFHVKXJHTXDQWLWLHVRISODQVSKRWRJUDSKVQRWHV¿QGVDQG
samples that all need to be processed, analysed, understood and included in a report that
GHVFULEHVZKDWZDVIRXQG7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQKDVDOOEHHQEURXJKWWRJHWKHUZLWKLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ
and discussion into a detailed archive report, which is available on-line
(KWWSZZZKHQHEFRXNSDUFF\ELWHFKQLFDOUHSRUWVKWPO DQGDERRNZLOODOVREHSXEOLVKHG
7KLVUHSRUWSURYLGHVDVXPPDU\RIWKHUHVXOWVRIWKHH[FDYDWLRQ)LJXUHVKRZVZKHUHWKHVLWHV
RISUHKLVWRULFGDWHZHUHIRXQG

Mesolithic Period
After the end of the last Ice Age, as the temperature warmed, woodland developed across what
KDGEHHQIUR]HQZDVWHVDQGSHRSOHUHWXUQHGWRWKHODQGWKDWZDVWREHFRPH%ULWDLQ$WWKLVWLPH
%ULWDLQZDVQRW\HWDQLVODQGEXWSDUWRIWKH(XURSHDQFRQWLQHQW
The people who occupied Britain during this period, which lasted from approximately 9,500
%&WR%&OLYHGE\KXQWLQJDQLPDOVJDWKHULQJSODQWVDQG¿VKLQJLQWKHVHDDQGULYHUV
7KLVSHULRGLVNQRZQE\DUFKDHRORJLVWVDVWKH0HVROLWKLFSHULRG
Plate 4. Microliths (small Mesolithic flint tools)
found on Parc Cybi (drawn by George Smith)
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Figure 4. Postholes
defining a small
structure that might
be Mesolithic in date
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There were certainly people living on Holy Island in the Mesolithic period, though neither
WKLVQRU$QJOHVH\ZHUH\HWLVODQGV1RWIDUIURP3DUF&\EL0HVROLWKLFÀLQWÀDNHVKDYHEHHQ
found on Penrhosfeilw Common, but on Parc Cybi there were only slight traces of Mesolithic
DFWLYLW\7KHVHLQFOXGHGDIHZGLVWLQFWLYHÀLQWWRROVNQRZQDVPLFUROLWKVVFDWWHUHGRYHUWKHVLWH
SODWH +RZHYHUUDGLRFDUERQGDWHVKLQWWKDWWKHUHPD\KDYHEHHQDVPDOOVWUXFWXUHXVHGLQ
WKH0HVROLWKLFSHULRG ¿JXUH 

Neolithic Period
The transition from the Mesolithic to the Neolithic period occurred about 4000 BC and it was
PDUNHGE\DQXPEHURIVLJQL¿FDQWFKDQJHVLQFOXGLQJWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRIQHZIDUPLQJFURSV
DQG OLYHVWRFN WKH SURGXFWLRQ RI SRWWHU\ DQG WKH XVH RI SROLVKHG VWRQH D[HV 1HZ IXQHUDU\
practices, accompanied by the construction of monumental stone burial chambers, have left
DODVWLQJPDUNRQWKHODQGVFDSH7KH1HROLWKLFSHULRGLVFRQVLGHUHGWRKDYHFRQWLQXHGXQWLO
DERXW%&7KHH[FDYDWLRQVDW3DUF&\ELLGHQWL¿HGDUDQJHRIGL൵HUHQWVLWHVGDWLQJWRWKH
1HROLWKLFSHULRGDQGDVLJQL¿FDQWTXDQWLW\RI1HROLWKLFSRWWHU\

Plate 5. Trefignath
chambered tomb

7UH¿JQDWK&KDPEHUHG7RPE
7KH7UH¿JQDWK&KDPEHUHG7RPEVWDQGVMXVWRXWVLGHWKH3DUF&\ELGHYHORSPHQW SODWH ,W
ZDVIXOO\H[FDYDWHGLQWKHODWHVE\&KULVWRSKHU6PLWKIRUWKH:HOVK2൶FHLQDGYDQFHRI
FRQVROLGDWLRQRIWKHPRQXPHQW7KHH[FDYDWLRQUHYHDOHGDFRPSOH[PRQXPHQWWKDWGHYHORSHG
LQWKUHHSKDVHV,WZDV¿UVWEXLOWSHUKDSVDERXW%&DVDFKDPEHULQDVPDOOURXQGFDLUQ
PRXQGRIVWRQHV ,WZDVUHEXLOWZLWKDORQJFDLUQDQGDODUJHUFKDPEHURSHQLQJWRZDUGVWKH
VXQULVHDQGZDVWKHQH[WHQGHGDQGDWKLUGFKDPEHUDGGHG
7KHFDLUQZDVRULJLQDOO\PXFKKLJKHUWKDQDWSUHVHQWEXWWKHVWRQHZDVUHXVHGIRU¿HOGZDOOV
The tomb might not have survived at all, but in the early 19th century, Lady Stanley of Penrhos
SUHYHQWHGIXUWKHUGHVWUXFWLRQDQGHQVXUHGWKHSUHVHUYDWLRQRIWKHPRQXPHQW7KHWRPELVQRZ
LQ&DGZ*XDUGLDQVKLSDQGRSHQWRYLVLW
Early Neolithic Hall
2QHRIWKHPRUHVLJQL¿FDQWVLWHVRQ3DUF&\ELFRQVLVWHGRIWKHUHPDLQVRIDQ(DUO\1HROLWKLF
UHFWDQJXODUEXLOGLQJ7KLVZDVGH¿QHGE\WKHSRVWKROHVDQGIRXQGDWLRQVVORWVWKDWVXUYLYHGLQ
WKHJURXQGDQGVKRZHGZKHUHWKHWLPEHUVXSHUVWUXFWXUHKDGEHHQEXLOW SODWH 
This building was about 15m long and 6m wide and would have been an impressive structure,
ZKLFKPLJKWEHGHVFULEHGDVDKDOO ¿JXUHSODWH %XLOGLQJVRIWKLVNLQGDUHTXLWHUDUHEXW
KDYHEHHQIRXQGDFURVV%ULWDLQDQG,UHODQGZLWKYHU\ODUJHH[DPSOHVEHLQJIRXQGLQ6FRWODQG
They were used for a short period near the start of the Neolithic, and were followed by the
FRQVWUXFWLRQRIPXFKVPDOOHUKRXVHVDQGODUJHFHUHPRQLDOPRQXPHQWV
7
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Plate 6. Early Neolithic
timber hall from the eastern
end during excavation,
showing the packing stones
in the eastern gable end to
support posts and planking
for the end wall

Radiocarbon dates show that the Parc Cybi building was used between approximately 3700
DQG%&7KLVLVPXFKWKHVDPHDVDVLPLODUEXLOGLQJH[FDYDWHGE\*$7DW/ODQG\JDLQHDU
%DQJRUZKLFKZDVXVHGSUREDEO\IURPMXVWEHIRUH%&WRMXVWDIWHU%&
The hall at Parc Cybi contained scatters of domestic waste in the form of sherds of pottery,
ÀDNHVRIÀLQWDQGIUDJPHQWVRIEXUQWERQHWKHUHZHUHDOVRVDGGOHTXHUQVIRUJULQGLQJJUDLQ,W
ZRXOGVHHPWKHUHIRUHWKDWSHRSOHZHUHOLYLQJLQWKHEXLOGLQJ+RZHYHURWKHUIDFWRUVVXJJHVW
LWPD\KDYHEHHQPRUHWKDQDKRPH7KHKDOOZDVDOLJQHGRQWKH7UH¿JQDWKFKDPEHUHGWRPE
ZKLFKVHHPVWRKDYHEHHQUHEXLOWWRIROORZWKLVDOLJQPHQW ¿JXUH 7KLVOLQNEHWZHHQWKHKDOO
DQGWKHWRPEVXJJHVWVWKHKDOOPD\DOVRKDYHKDGDFHUHPRQLDOIXQFWLRQ

Plate 7. The Early Neolithic hall as it might have looked in use (drawn by Helen Flook)
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Figure 6. Relationship of the Early Neolithic hall and the tomb at the three stages of
the tomb’s development

Plate 8. Pit hearths dug and used after the hall had
been demolished

Two pits containing a sequence of hearths were dug through several structural features,
LQGLFDWLQJWKDWWKHSLWVZHUHGXJDIWHUWKHEXLOGLQJKDGEHHQGHPROLVKHG SODWH +RZHYHUWKH
radiocarbon dates from these pits and the pottery they contained were the same as those from
WKHEXLOGLQJVRWKHSLWVPXVWKDYHEHHQGXJYHU\VRRQDIWHUWKHKDOOZDVGHPROLVKHG7KHVH
hearths may have been used to prepare food for a feast commemorating the end of the life of
WKHEXLOGLQJ
7KHPRVWVLJQL¿FDQW¿QGFDPHQRWGLUHFWO\IURPWKHEXLOGLQJEXWIURPDQLVRODWHGSRVWKROH
WKDWOD\WRWKHQRUWK7KLV¿QGZDVDODUJHEHDGPDGHRIFDQQHOFRDO DW\SHRIRLOVKDOHWKDW
ORRNVPXFKOLNHMHW EXWWKHEHDGKDGEHHQORVWRUGLVFDUGHGEHIRUHLWZDV¿QLVKHG SODWH 
Radiocarbon dates from the posthole showed that the bead was made when the hall was in use,
DQGWKLVPHDQVWKDWLWLVWKHRQO\NQRZQMHWOLNH1HROLWKLFEHDGIURP:DOHV

Plate 9. Drawing and photographs of cannel coal bead
(drawing by Marion O’Neil and photograph by Alison
Sheridan)
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Early Neolithic Temporary Occupation Site
In contrast to the timber hall, there was also evidence for a more temporary or lightly-built
VWUXFWXUH,QDQDWXUDOKROORZDSDWFKRIEXULHGVRLODQGDIHZVPDOOIHDWXUHVVXUYLYHGGHVWUXFWLRQ
E\SORXJKLQJ ¿JXUH 7KHEXULHGVRLOZDVIXOORISRWVKHUGVDQGÀLQWÀDNHV7KHVHDORQJ
with a scatter of holes that had held stakes and posts, and some basic hearths, showed that
SHRSOHKDGEHHQOLYLQJKHUHDOWKRXJKSRVVLEO\RQO\RQDVHDVRQDORUWHPSRUDU\EDVLV
The pottery and radiocarbon dates showed that
the hollow was used mainly in the Early Neolithic
SHULRGDERXW%&ZKHQWKHKDOOZDV
LQXVH,WZDVDOVRXVHGVHYHUDOFHQWXULHVODWHUDQG
it is likely that people came back to this location
UHSHDWHGO\ ,Q WKH /DWH 1HROLWKLF WKH VKHOWHU RI
the hollow was used for cooking in a pit with hot
VWRQHVDQGUHPDLQVRIÀLQWREMHFWVLQFOXGLQJDQ
DUURZKHDGOD\LQWKHYLFLQLW\ SODWH 6KRUWO\
after 2000 BC, the hollow was used again by
SHRSOHZLWKDGL൵HUHQWVW\OHRISRWWHU\NQRZQDV
%HDNHUSRWWHU\

Plate 10. Leaf-shaped arrowhead found
under burnt mound

Evidence for similar, probably temporary,
occupation was also found at the northern end
of the site, where there were scatters of Early
Neolithic pottery associated with postholes and
SLWV

Later Neolithic Settlement
Across Britain, later in the Neolithic period (from about 3400 BC to 2500 BC), domestic
EXLOGLQJVZHUHJHQHUDOO\VPDOODQGVKRUWOLYHG,QVRPHSODFHVODUJHEXLOGLQJVZHUHEXLOWEXW
they were ceremonial and round, unlike the earlier tradition of rectangular buildings (except in
2UNQH\ZKHUHODUJHUHFWDQJXODUVWRQHEXLOGLQJVZHUHFRQVWUXFWHG 2FFXSDWLRQRIWKLVSHULRGLV
RIWHQPDUNHGE\JURXSVRIVPDOOSLWVXVXDOO\LQGLFDWLQJWKHVLWHRIDKXW$W3DUF&\ELWKHUHZHUH
several such groups of pits and one had the remains of a hearth, probably originally bordered
E\VWRQHVODEV7KLVZDVYHU\VLPLODUWRKHDUWKVIRXQGLQWKHVDW7UHO\VWDQ3RZ\VEXW
these were preserved under a burial cairn and so still had traces of stake walls of small huts
VXUURXQGLQJWKHKHDUWKV7KHKHDUWKDW3DUF&\ELZDVDOVRSUREDEO\RULJLQDOO\LQWKHPLGGOH
of a small hut, and the other groups of pits are also
OLNHO\WRKDYHEHHQZLWKLQVPDOOFLUFXODUKXWV ¿JXUH
 $ODWH1HROLWKLFVWUXFWXUHIRXQGXQGHUWKHODWHU
roundhouse settlement appeared to have been nearly
VTXDUHWKRXJKRQO\DERXWPDFURVV
In all cases, there was quite a lot of broken pottery
LQ WKH SLWV DV ZHOO DV ÀLQW ÀDNHV WLQ\ IUDJPHQWV
RIEXUQWERQHDQGFKDUFRDO7KLVPL[WXUHRIZDVWH

0

20mm

Plate 11. Drawing of stone macehead
from a Middle Neolithic pit group (drawn
by Tanya Williams)
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PDWHULDOVVXJJHVWVWKDWWKHSLWVZHUHEDFN¿OOHGZLWKVRLOIURPDUXEELVKGXPS:K\WKLVYDOXDEOH
compost was buried in pits is something that archaeologists have discussed extensively, but it is
SRVVLEOHWKDWLWZDVDQR൵HULQJWRHQVXUHWKHIHUWLOLW\RIOLYHVWRFNDQGFURSV
7KH SRWWHU\ IRXQG LQ WKH SLWV ZDV UDWKHU FUXGHO\ PDGH EXW KLJKO\ GHFRUDWHG 2QH SLW DOVR
FRQWDLQHGDVWRQHPDFHKHDG SODWH WKDWPD\KDYHEHHQDVWDWXVV\PERORUHYHQDZHDSRQ
WKRXJKRQHHQGZDVUDWKHUEDWWHUHGVXJJHVWLQJLWKDGEHHQXVHGIRUSUDFWLFDOSXUSRVHV
Neolithic Pottery
7KHSRWWHU\PDGHDWWKHVWDUWRIWKH1HROLWKLFSHULRGZDVWKHHDUOLHVWSRWWHU\SURGXFHGLQ:DOHV
,WLV¿QHDQGZHOOPDGHEXWXQGHFRUDWHG SODWH 7KHVXUIDFHRIWHQKDVWUDFHVRIEXUQLVKLQJ
ZKHUHDSHEEOHKDVEHHQXVHGWRVPRRWKLW)HZRIWKHEDVHVRIWKHSRWVVXUYLYHGDW3DUF&\EL
but usually they have rounded bases, which allow them to be placed on uneven ground without
IDOOLQJRYHUDQGVRPHSRWVKDYHDGLVWLQFWQHFNDQGVKRXOGHU
From about 3400 BC a pottery type, known as Peterborough Ware, can be found across Britain
SODWH 7KLVSRWWHU\LVFRDUVHUWKDQWKHHDUOLHUW\SHEXWH[XEHUDQWO\GHFRUDWHG$OWKRXJKWKH
pottery was made locally, the styles of decoration and vessel shape were similar over a wide
DUHDVKRZLQJFRQWDFWEHWZHHQFRPPXQLWLHV
From about 3000 BC a style known as Grooved Ware appears, which probably developed in
2UNQH\DQGWKHQVSUHDGDFURVV%ULWDLQ7KLVLVXVXDOO\GHFRUDWHGZLWKJURRYHGOLQHVEXWVRPH
SRWVDW3DUF&\ELDOVRKDYHPRXOGHGDQGVWDPSHGGHFRUDWLRQ SODWH 7KHSRWVZHUHRIWHQ
EXFNHWVKDSHG ZLWK ÀDW EDVHV 7KLV SRWWHU\ VKRZV KRZ LGHDV GHYHORSHG DV IDU DZD\ DV WKH
1RUWKHUQ,VOHVFRXOGVSUHDGLQWR1RUWK:DOHV
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Plate 12. Examples
of some of the Early
Neolithic pottery
found at Parc Cybi
(drawn by Frances
Lynch)
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Figure 8. Plans of Middle and Late Neolithic
pit groups showing their interpretation as
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Plate 13. Examples of Middle Neolithic Peterborough Ware pottery from Parc Cybi (drawn by
Frances Lynch)

Fats from cooking and food processing can be absorbed by pottery vessels and can survive
PLOOHQQLD%\DQDO\VLQJWKHVHIDWUHVLGXHVLWLVSRVVLEOHWRVHHZKDWWKHSRWVZHUHXVHGIRU7KH
fat residues were analysed from pot sherds from the Early Neolithic hall and the temporary
(DUO\1HROLWKLFRFFXSDWLRQVLWH$WERWKVLWHVLWZDVGHPRQVWUDWHGWKDWWKHSRWWHU\KDGEHHQ
XVHGRQO\IRUKROGLQJDQGFRRNLQJGDLU\SURGXFWV
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Plate 14. Late Neolithic Grooved
ware pottery from Parc Cybi
(stamped decoration (top left),
grooved decoration (top right),
moulded decoration (bottom)
(drawn by Frances Lynch)
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Other such studies have shown that whilst dairy products were important in the Neolithic
SHULRGWKHVDPHSRWVZHUHDOVRXVHGIRUFRRNLQJRWKHUIRRGVXFKDVPHDWDQGYHJHWDEOHV$W
Parc Cybi, their sole use for dairy products suggests that meat and vegetables must have been
FRRNHGLQRWKHUW\SHVRIFRQWDLQHUVRURQWKHRSHQ¿UH
Neolithic Farming
7KH1HROLWKLFSHULRGZDVZKHQIDUPLQJZDVLQWURGXFHGWR%ULWDLQ7KLVZRXOGKDYHEHHQPL[HG
IDUPLQJZLWKOLYHVWRFNVKHHSFDWWOHDQGSLJDVZHOODVFHUHDOFXOWLYDWLRQ,WLVGL൶FXOWWRVWXG\
1HROLWKLFOLYHVWRFNLQPRVWRI:DOHVEHFDXVHWKHDFLGVRLOVJHQHUDOO\GRQRWSUHVHUYHERQH
However, elsewhere in Britain cattle were important from the start of the Neolithic, with pigs
LQFUHDVLQJLQLPSRUWDQFHLQVRPHSODFHVODWHURQ7KHHYLGHQFHRIPLONUHVLGXHVLQWKH(DUO\
Neolithic pottery at Parc Cybi shows that cattle, and possibly also sheep, were being kept for
PLONULJKWIURPWKHVWDUWRIIDUPLQJLQWKHDUHD&HUHDOFXOWLYDWLRQLVHDVLHUWRGHWHFWLQ:DOHV
DVFKDUUHGJUDLQVVXUYLYHZHOOLQWKHVRLODQGFHUHDOSROOHQFDQDOVREHIRXQGLQSHDWERJV7KH
FHUHDOVJURZQZHUHSULPLWLYHIRUPVRIZKHDWDQGEDUOH\WKDWKDG¿UVWGHYHORSHGLQWKH0LGGOH
(DVW6RPHFKDUUHGFHUHDOJUDLQVZHUHIRXQGLQWKH(DUO\1HROLWKLFKDOODW3DUF&\ELVKRZLQJ
WKDWFHUHDOVZHUHJURZQLQWKHYLFLQLW\DQGSURFHVVHGRUVWRUHGLQWKHEXLOGLQJ)HZHUJUDLQV
were found in the later Neolithic pits, but some were present, so there was arable agriculture in
WKHODWHU1HROLWKLF
As the land was mostly covered with woodland, clearings would have been made for both
SDVWXUH DQG DUDEOH FXOWLYDWLRQ 3ROOHQ DQDO\VLV VXJJHVWV WKDW WKHVH ZRXOG QRW KDYH EHHQ
SHUPDQHQW¿HOGVEXWZRXOGKDYHUHYHUWHGWRZRRGODQGDJDLQDIWHUDIHZGHFDGHV3HRSOHPD\
KDYHPRYHGH[WHQVLYHO\DURXQGWKHODQGVFDSHWHQGLQJFURSVDQGSDUWLFXODUO\¿QGLQJJUD]LQJ
IRU WKHLU OLYHVWRFN7KH (DUO\ 1HROLWKLF WHPSRUDU\ RFFXSDWLRQ VLWH FRXOG KDYH EHHQ XVHG E\
SHRSOHKHUGLQJFDWWOHRUVKHHS7KHVOLJKWKXWVRIWKHODWHU1HROLWKLFVXJJHVWWKDWWKH\PD\KDYH
moved around more than the Early Neolithic people, perhaps relying more on their livestock,
WKRXJK WKH\ PXVW KDYH KDG VRPH FHUHDOV JURZLQJ LQ VPDOO SORWV ZLWKLQ WKHLU WHUULWRU\ 7KH
7UH¿JQDWKEXULDOFKDPEHUPD\KDYHEHHQDIRFDOSRLQWZLWKLQWKDWWHUULWRU\

Beaker Period
Between the Neolithic Period and Bronze Age
(roughly 2500 to 2000 BC) lies a short period
WHUPHGWKH%HDNHU3HULRG7KLVZDVZKHQODWHU
Neolithic monuments such as henges (large
ceremonial monuments with ditches and banks)
and stone circles were still being used, and
even built, but new burial traditions were being
LQWURGXFHGDQGFRSSHUZRUNLQJVWDUWHG
Individual burial in square stone chambers
NQRZQDV³FLVWV´ZDVW\SLFDORIWKLVSHULRG7KH
burial was often accompanied with one or more
pottery vessels known as “Beakers”, because
WKH\DSSHDUHGWREHGULQNLQJYHVVHOV SODWH 
The period is named after these distinctive pots,
ZKLFKKDYHEHHQIRXQGDFURVVPXFKRI(XURSH
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Plate 15. Beaker pot found in cist at Parc
Cybi (drawn by Frances Lynch)

7KLVSRWWHU\W\SHDQGWKHEXULDOVFRQWLQXHGDIWHU%&LQWRWKH%URQ]H$JH7KH%HDNHU
Period can be seen as a link between the Neolithic and Bronze Age, though recent genetic
evidence suggests that there may have been a distinct change at this time, with people moving
LQWR%ULWDLQIURPWKHFRQWLQHQW
At Parc Cybi during this period, the hollow, used in the Early Neolithic Period, was re-occupied
E\SHRSOHXVLQJ%HDNHUSRWWHU\$VXEVWDQWLDOEXUQWPRXQGZDVDOVRGDWHGWRWKLVSHULRG%XUQW
mounds are sites where water was heated in a pit or trough using hot stones from a nearby
¿UH$IWHUXVHWKHVWRQHVZHUHGLVFDUGHGLQDPRXQGDURXQGWKHWURXJKDQGWKHZDWHUZKLFK
FRXOGEHNHSWVLPPHULQJIRUDORQJWLPHZDVSUREDEO\XVHGIRUFRRNLQJDQGRWKHUIXQFWLRQV,Q
north-west Wales these sites were used from about 2500 BC until 1000 BC, with a few earlier
H[DPSOHV7KHUHZDVDVPDOOEXUQWPRXQGDW3DUF&\ELWKDWZDVGDWHGWRWKH/DWH1HROLWKLFEXW
WKH ODUJHU PRXQG ZDV ¿UVW XVHG
at the start of the Beaker period
and continued in use through
the Bronze Age, with three main
SKDVHV RI XVH 7KLV PRXQG KDG
two troughs for boiling water and
another pit that was probably an
RYHQ,WDOVRKDGDYHU\ODUJHSLW
the sides of which had collapsed
as if under-mined by water (plate
 7KLVSLWVHHPVWRKDYHEHHQ
DZHOO,WZDVEDFN¿OOHGUHGXJ
EDFN¿OOHG DJDLQ DQG ¿QDOO\
WKH LQ¿OOHG SLW ZDV UHXVHG DV D
Plate 16. Troughs and well under the Beaker period burnt
WURXJK 7KLV VKRZV KRZ WKHVH
mound
sites were repeatedly used and
DOWHUHG

The Bronze Age
7KH%URQ]H$JHODVWHGIURPDERXW%&WR%&7KLVSHULRGLVFKDUDFWHULVHGE\WKH
WHFKQRORJ\WRDOOR\FRSSHUZLWKRWKHUPHWDOVSURGXFLQJEURQ]H+RZHYHUEURQ]HWRROVZHUH
UDUHDW¿UVWDQGLWLVE\DFKDQJHLQEXULDOSUDFWLFHWKDWWKHSHULRGLVPRVWHDVLO\UHFRJQLVHG
,QPDQ\SDUWVRI%ULWDLQLWZDVGXULQJWKH%URQ]H$JHWKDW¿HOGVZHUH¿UVWGH¿QHGE\GLWFKHV
banks or walls, and this was accompanied by more extensive clearance of trees and an increase
LQVHWWOHPHQWV+RZHYHU%URQ]H$JHKRXVHVKDYHSURYHGGL൶FXOWWR¿QGLQQRUWKZHVW:DOHV
XQOLNH WKH EXULDOV ZKLFK DUH FRPPRQ ,W LV SUREDEOH WKDW EHFDXVH RI WKH ZD\ WKH\ ZHUH
FRQVWUXFWHGVRPH%URQ]H$JHKRXVHVGRQRWVXUYLYHZHOOLQWKHDUFKDHRORJLFDOUHFRUG,WLV
DOVROLNHO\WKDWVRPHRIWKHURXQGKRXVHVHWWOHPHQWVZHUH¿UVWEXLOWLQWKH%URQ]H$JHKRZHYHU
LWLVRQO\ZLWKJRRGGDWLQJHYLGHQFHWKDWWKHVHFDQEHGL൵HUHQWLDWHGIURP,URQ$JHKRXVHVDQG
VHWWOHPHQWV
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Plate 17. The larger cists excavated at Parc Cybi, the smaller ones have already been recorded and
removed

Multiple Cist Barrow
$JURXSRIHLJKWEXULDOFLVWVZHUHIRXQGDWWKHQRUWKHUQHQGRI3DUF&\EL SODWH $FLVWLV
DVWRQHFKDPEHUVHWLQWRWKHJURXQGXVXDOO\WRKROGDVLQJOHEXULDO)LYHRIWKHVHZHUHODUJH
square cists, big enough for an adult, though the body would have been placed in a crouched
SRVLWLRQQRWODLGRXWVWUDLJKW7KUHHRIWKHFLVWVZHUHYHU\VPDOOSUREDEO\IRUFKLOGUHQ7ZRRI
the small cists were positioned close to large cists, perhaps suggesting a connection between
WKHEXULHGLQGLYLGXDOV7KHFORVHVSDFLQJRIDOOWKHFLVWVVXJJHVWVWKDWWKH\ZHUHODLGRXWZLWK
the intention of covering the cemetery with a mound of earth (a barrow) once all the burials
KDGEHHQLQWHUUHG7KLVZRXOGPDNHLWDPXOWLSOHFLVWEDUURZDVLWHW\SHWKDWLVYHU\UDUHLQ
1RUWK:DOHV1RWUDFHRIWKHEDUURZZDVIRXQGKRZHYHULWLVOLNHO\WKDWLWKDGEHHQEXLOWDQG
VXEVHTXHQWO\OHYHOOHGE\SORXJKLQJ

Plate 18. Beaker as found in
cist at Parc Cybi

19

The cists were set in deep holes in the ground and
sealed by large capstones, which were so well
¿WWHGWKDWQRVRLOVHHSHGLQWR¿OOWKHFLVWDQGZKHQ
the capstones were removed the cists were still
HQWLUHO\ HPSW\ RI VRLO7KH\ DOVR GLG QRW FRQWDLQ
skeletons as water draining through the acid, welldrained soils would have leached these away, but
one cist contained a Beaker and one a Bronze Age
pot, known to archaeologists as a Food Vessel
SODWHVDQG 7KHSUHVHQFHRIERWKD%HDNHU
and the Early Bronze Age Food Vessel (plate 20)
suggests that the burials dated from soon after
%&DWWKHVWDUWRIWKH%URQ]H$JH

Plate 19. Food Vessel as found in cist at
Parc Cybi

Fats preserved in the Beaker and the Food
Vessel were analysed and this showed that
ERWK KDG FRQWDLQHG GDLU\ SURGXFWV 7KH
Beaker had absorbed only a small amount
of fat, possibly because it had been specially
PDGHIRUWKHJUDYHDQGXVHGRQO\RQFH7KH
Food Vessel contained a high concentration
of fat, probably because it was a domestic
FRRNLQJ SRW FKRVHQ WR KROG DQ R൵HULQJ LQ
WKHJUDYH
0

50mm

Plate 20. Food Vessel
(drawn by Frances Lynch)
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Plate 21.
Ring-ditch

Ring Ditch
Near the multiple cist barrow there was another barrow, probably added later in the Bronze
$JH$OWKRXJKWKHEDUURZ HDUWKPRXQG QRORQJHUH[LVWHGLWZDVPDUNHGE\DFLUFXODUGLWFK
IURPZKLFKWKHHDUWKIRUWKHPRXQGZDVGXJ SODWH ,QWKHODWHU%URQ]H$JHFUHPDWLRQ
burials became more common and it is likely that this barrow held cremation burials either
LQXUQVVPDOOFLVWVRUMXVWEXULHGLQDEDJ7KHVHZHUHSUREDEO\ZLWKLQWKHPRXQGWKDWZDV
VXEVHTXHQWO\OHYHOOHGDQGQRWUDFHVRIEXULDOVRUSRWWHU\ZHUHIRXQG7KLVPRXQGPD\KDYH
H[LVWHGXQWLOTXLWHUHFHQWO\DVLWVHHPVWRKDYHEHHQUHXVHGDVDKD\ULFN$VWRQH¿OOHGGUDLQZDV
FXWLQWRWKHLQ¿OOHGGLWFKWRLPSURYHGUDLQDJHDQGWKHHURGHGEDUURZPRXQGZRXOGKDYHPDGH
DGU\ORFDWLRQWREXLOGDKD\VWDFN
D-shaped Enclosure
Between these two monuments, there
ZDV DOVR DQ RGG GLWFKHG IHDWXUH 7KLV
seems to have started as a ring ditch,
WKHQ SDUW RI WKH GLWFK ZDV LQ¿OOHG DQG
the rest of the ditch redug to form a
larger D-shaped enclosure (plates 22
DQG 7KHGLWFKRIWKHHQFORVXUHZDV
deep, about 1m in depth, despite having
D VPDOO LQWHUQDO DUHD /DUJH VWRQHV
SXVKHGLQWRWKHGLWFKDVLWZDV¿OOLQJXS
suggest that there may have been a stone
Plate 22. D-shaped
enclosure as first exposed
with infilled ditches

Plate 23. D-shaped
enclosure fully excavated
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VWUXFWXUHLQVLGH$GHSRVLWFRQWDLQLQJUXEELVKLQFOXGLQJSRWWHU\DQGFKDUFRDOZDVDOVRSXVKHG
LQWRWKHGLWFKVXJJHVWLQJWKDWDFWLYLWLHVZHUHWDNLQJSODFHLQVLGHWKHHQFORVXUH7KHSRWWHU\ZDV
Bronze Age and the charcoal produced Bronze Age radiocarbon dates, so this monument does
VHHPWRKDYHEHHQ%URQ]H$JHLQGDWHEXWLWVIXQFWLRQLVXQNQRZQ,WVORFDWLRQEHWZHHQWZR
EXULDOPRXQGVGRHVVXJJHVWWKDWWKLVZDVDFHUHPRQLDOPRQXPHQW

3ODWH7KH7ǔ
Mawr ring ditch,
with later graves
dug across it

7ǔ0DZU5LQJ'LWFK
$QRWKHUEDUURZVXUURXQGHGE\DULQJGLWFKZDVORFDWHGPQRUWKHDVWRIWKHVHPRQXPHQWV
7KLVZDVH[FDYDWHGLQLQDGYDQFHRIWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH$7KLVEDUURZWRRKDG
EHHQOHYHOOHGZLWKRQO\WKHGLWFKVXUYLYLQJ6WRQHLQWKHGLWFKVXJJHVWHGDVWRQHUHYHWPHQW
DURXQGWKHEDUURZ SODWH 
7ǔ0DZU6WDQGLQJ6WRQH
Another monument forming part of this group, possibly erected later in the Bronze Age, was
WKH7ǔ0DZU6WDQGLQJ6WRQH SODWH 7KLVVWDQGVLQWKHPLGGOHRI3DUF&\ELPVRXWK
HDVWRIWKH3DUF&\ELULQJGLWFK7KHVWRQHLVDVFKHGXOHGPRQXPHQWDQGDVLWLVSURWHFWHGWKH
development was designed not only to avoid the
stone but also to leave an area around it so that its
VHWWLQJFDQEHDSSUHFLDWHG7KLVPHDQVWKDWWKHUH
ZDVQRH[FDYDWLRQLPPHGLDWHO\DURXQGWKHVWRQH
The barrows, enclosure and standing stone create a
VLJQL¿FDQWFHUHPRQLDOODQGVFDSHZKLFKGRPLQDWHG
WKLVSDUWRIWKHVLWHIRURYHUDPLOOHQQLXP,QWXUQ
WKH\PD\KDYHEHHQLQÀXHQFHGE\WKHVLWLQJRIWKH
Neolithic chambered tomb, which is visible on the
VN\OLQHIURPWKHVWDQGLQJVWRQH
There is a footpath giving access to the stone so the
public can still visit this monument and consider
LWVORFDWLRQ
3ODWH7KH7ǔ0DZUVWDQGLQJVWRQHZLWKWKH
Truck Stop in the background
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Bronze Age Settlement
It is hard to pin down where people were living in the
%URQ]H$JHDW3DUF&\EL,QWKHVRXWKHDVWHUQSDUWRI
the site, however, there were a number of structures
and features which, though poorly dated, may belong
WRWKLVSHULRG7KHVHLQFOXGHGVPDOOVWUXFWXUHVZLWK
four or six posts supporting a superstructure (plate
26), which are assumed to be granaries, and if this
interpretation is correct, it suggests there was a
KRXVH QHDUE\ DOWKRXJK QR WUDFH RI RQH ZDV IRXQG
A sherd of Bronze Age pottery and a small number
of radiocarbon dates show that some of this activity
was Bronze Age, but there was not enough evidence
to prove for certain that it was all part of an extensive
%URQ]H$JHVHWWOHPHQW
Plate 26. Postholes for a four
and a six-post structure, probably
granaries, possibly Bronze Age

Not far away there were also the
postholes of a substantial timber
URXQGKRXVH ¿JXUH   ,W ZDV QRW
possible to date this building,
however Early and Middle Bronze
Age pottery was found close by, and
there are Bronze Age parallels for
this type of structure from elsewhere
LQ%ULWDLQ

0

Figure 9. Plan of postholes defining a
timber roundhouse

5m

The Iron Age
Across north-west Wales there is a marked increase in settlements of Iron Age date, both as
visible surviving remains, largely found in unimproved marginal areas of farmland, and as
EXULHGUHPDLQVIURPLPSURYHGDJULFXOWXUDOODQG0RVWVHWWOHPHQWVZHUHVPDOOIDUPVWHDGVDQG
WKH\VHHPWREHGLVWULEXWHGDURXQGWHUULWRULHVRYHUORRNHGE\KLOOIRUWV6RPHRIWKHVHKLOOIRUWV
were small, possibly used by local chieftains, and others were much larger, probably meeting
SODFHV IRU WULEHV 2Q +RO\ ,VODQG WKHUH LV D ODUJH KLOOIRUW NQRZQ DV &DHU \ 7ǒU RQ WRS RI
+RO\KHDG0RXQWDLQ
7KLVLQFUHDVHLQVHWWOHPHQWLVDOVRFOHDUO\YLVLEOHDW3DUF&\EL1HZVHWWOHPHQWVZHUHHVWDEOLVKHG
DQGQHZ¿HOGVDQGWUDFNZD\VZHUHFUHDWHG:KLOVWWKHPDMRULW\RIWKHUHPDLQVEHORQJWRWKH
0LGGOH,URQHYLGHQFHIRUDFWLYLW\ZLWKLQERWKWKH(DUO\DQG/DWHU,URQ$JHZDVDOVRUHFRYHUHG
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Figure 10. Plan of Early Iron Age stone platform and associated features
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7KH(DUO\,URQ$JHDQGWKH,QYLVLEOH+RXVH
An extensive radiocarbon dating programme was carried out on the Middle Iron Age village
GHVFULEHG EHORZ  7KLV UHYHDOHG WKDW WKHUH ZDV DQ HDUOLHU SKDVH RI DFWLYLW\ XQGHUO\LQJ WKH
URXQGKRXVHV$VWRQHSODWIRUPZDVEXLOWRQZKLFKWKHUHKDGEHHQDODUJH¿UHDQGWKHQVRLOKDG
GHYHORSHGRYHUWKHSODWIRUP ¿JXUH 7KHGDWHVIURPWKH¿UHDQGFKDUFRDOLQWKHVRLORYHU
WKHSODWIRUPVKRZHGWKDWLWGDWHGWRWKHYHU\(DUO\,URQ$JH %& 7KHSODWIRUP
ZRXOGEHDQLGHDOEDVHIRUDEXLOGLQJEXWQR¿UPHYLGHQFHIRURQHZDVIRXQG+RZHYHULI
the building was of timber and resting on foundation beams it would have left little trace,
SDUWLFXODUO\LILWKDGEHHQGHVWUR\HGE\¿UH

Plate 27. Drawing
and photograph
of the gold hair
ring (drawing by
Tony Daly and
photograph by
National Museum
of Wales)

$GLWFKUDQSDVWWKHVWRQHSODWIRUPDQGWKLVPD\KDYHEHHQRIWKHVDPHGDWHRUHDUOLHU$QRWKHU
GLWFKQHDUE\IRUPHGDIXQQHOOHDGLQJWRDJDSEHWZHHQWKHPVXJJHVWLYHRI¿HOGERXQGDULHV
GHVLJQHG WR GLUHFW OLYHVWRFN LQWR D JDWH7KH JDWHZD\ ZRXOG KDYH OHG WKURXJK WR DQ DUHD RI
PDUVKZKLFKZRXOGKDYHSURYLGHGJRRGJUD]LQJLQVXPPHU,QWKHGLWFKQH[WWRWKHJDWHZD\
ZDVIRXQGDVPDOOJROGULQJ7KLVZDVPDGHRIWKLQVKHHWJROGEHQWURXQGWRIRUPDULQJDQGLW
PD\KDYHEHHQDKDLUGHFRUDWLRQ SODWH $QDO\VLVRIWKHJROGVXJJHVWHGD/DWH%URQ]H$JH
GDWH7KLVPD\KDYHEHHQDQKHLUORRPGHSRVLWHGZKHQWKHVWRQHSODWIRUPZDVLQXVHSRVVLEO\
DVDULWXDOR൵HULQJLQWKLVLPSRUWDQWORFDWLRQLQWKHODQGVFDSH
$VPDOOSLHFHRIDQDPEHUEHDGZDVIRXQGRQWKHRWKHUVLGHRIWKHVWRQHSODWIRUP SODWH 
7KLVFRXOGQRWEHFORVHO\GDWHGEXWLWPLJKWKDYHGDWHGIURPWKH/DWH%URQ]H$JHRUODWHU
$PEHUZRXOGKDYHFRPHRULJLQDOO\IURPWKH%DOWLFDQGLWZDVRIWHQVHHQDVDPDJLFDOPDWHULDO
This bead had broken while someone was trying to cut it, suggesting that this was not part of a
necklace but was an individual bead, and perhaps of such importance that someone wanted to
GLYLGHLWXSWRVKDUHLWVPDJLFDOSURSHUWLHV

Plate 28. Fragment of an amber bead
(photograph Alison Sheridan)
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Figure 11. Plan showing the development of the
Middle Iron Age village

Plate 29. Iron Age village under excavation showing the stone walls of the houses and a wall running
through the middle of the village to guide visitors to the headman’s house

Plate 30.
The earliest
house in the
village during
excavation.
The main
doorway is in
the middle of
the bottom of
the photograph

Plate 31. Surviving
foundations of house
wall showing how the
wall has been added
to, making it over 2m
wide

Middle Iron Age Village
In the middle of Parc Cybi, where there is now a round-about, were the remains of a small
VHWWOHPHQW RFFXSLHG GXULQJ WKH 0LGGOH ,URQ$JH EHWZHHQ DERXW  WR  %& SODWH  
This had up to three houses close together, with a fourth a little distance away, as well as other
EXLOGLQJVLQFOXGLQJJUDQDULHV7KHYLOODJHZDVEXLOWFORVHWRDPDUVKWKDWKDGIRUPHGZLWKLQ
DURFN\KROORZ6RPHRIWKHKRXVHVZHUHEXLOWRQWKHHDUOLHUVWRQHSODWIRUPZLWKDGGLWLRQDO
made-ground created by dumping soil, so that one house could be built close to the edge of the
PDUVKZLWKRXWÀRRGLQJ
2ULJLQDOO\WKHUHZDVRQO\DVLQJOHKRXVH SODWH¿JXUH 7KLVZDVGHPROLVKHGDQGWZR
PRUHZHUHEXLOWSUREDEO\DORQJZLWKWKHRQHQHDUWKHPDUVK$QRWKHUVPDOOHUKRXVHZDVDGGHG
and two of the others had their walls thickened to make their doorways more impressive (plate
 
Plate 32. Roundhouse closest
to the marsh with its wall
defined by an irregular slot
that probably held stones set on
edge

7KHKRXVHVZHUHURXQGEXLOWRIVWRQHDQGZRXOGKDYHKDGFRQLFDOWKDWFKHGURRIV0RVWKDG
thick stone walls but the one nearest the marsh appeared to have had a thin wall of stones set
RQHGJH7KLVKDGEHHQHQWLUHO\UHPRYHGOHDYLQJMXVWWKHVORWVWRKROGWKHVWRQHV SODWH 7KH
largest house had a hearth in the middle, but few other traces of the domestic activity found in
WKHRWKHUKRXVHV,WDOVRKDGDQLPSUHVVLYHSRUFKZLWKDFREEOHDQGSDYHGSDWKZD\OHDGLQJWRLW
A substantial wall, built with stones on edge, separated the pathway from the rest of the village
SODWH 7KLVKRXVHPD\KDYHEHHQIRUWKHSULQFLSDOIDPLO\DQGLWFRXOGKDYHEHHQXVHGWR
ZHOFRPHYLVLWRUVZKRZRXOGKDYHDSSURDFKHGLWDORQJWKHFREEOHGSDWKZD\ ¿JXUH 
The principal entrances of the houses all looked towards Holyhead Mountain, in spite of the
SUHYDLOLQJZLQWHUZLQGVIURPWKDWGLUHFWLRQ ¿JXUH 7KHUHZDVDKLOOIRUWRQWKHPRXQWDLQ
DQGSHUKDSVWKHYLOODJHORRNHGWRZDUGVWKDWRUSHUKDSVWKHPRXQWDLQLWVHOIZDVRIVLJQL¿FDQFH
as it is the highest point in Anglesey and would have been a prominent seamark for coastal
WUDYHOOHUV
Plate 33. Wall running
through the village
separating the pathway to
the main house from the rest
of the village
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the location of the doors
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Domestic tasks, such as spinning and food preparation, took place in the village, and grain was
VWRUHGLQUDLVHGJUDQDULHV7KHVHJUDQDULHVKDGFORVHO\SODFHGSRVWKROHVIRUSRVWVWRVXSSRUW
VPDOOVWUXFWXUHVUDLVHGR൵WKHJURXQGNHHSLQJJUDLQDZD\IURPWKHGDPSDQGURGHQWV*UDLQLV
KHDY\VRWKHSRVWVKDGWREHFORVHWRJHWKHUWRVXSSRUWWKHÀRRURIWKHVWUXFWXUH7KHJUDQDULHV
ZHUH SRVLWLRQHG QH[W WR URXWHV WR WKH KRXVHV DV LI VKRZLQJ R൵ WKH ZHDOWK RI WKH YLOODJH WR
YLVLWRUV

Plate 34. Granary with four
posts. The posts rested on stone
pads to prevent them sinking
into the softer made-ground on
the edge of the marsh

2QHJUDQDU\KDGIRXUSRVWVUHVWLQJRQVWRQHSDGV SODWH RWKHUVKDGSRVWVLQVRPHFDVHV
ZHGJHGLQSODFHE\ODUJHVWRQHV SODWH ,WLVOLNHO\WKDWVRPHRUDOORIWKHVHKDGVWRQHSLOODUV
rather than wooden posts, like a granary found at the Tǔ Mawr settlement near South Stack
ZLWKVRPHSLOODUVVWLOOLQSODFH7KHVWRQHZRXOGKHOSSUHYHQWGDPSDQGURGHQWVJHWWLQJLQWRWKH
JUDLQ7KHUHLVHYLGHQFHDW3DUF&\ELIRUWKHXVHRIWKHVHSLOODUVDVRQHZDVIRXQGEXLOWLQWRWKH
ZDOORIDURXQGKRXVH SODWH 7KHSLOODUKDGDWHQRQVKDSHGRQRQHHQGDQGPXVWKDYHEHHQ
WDNHQIURPDGHPROLVKHGJUDQDU\

Plate 35. Granary with
eight postholes, showing
the packing stones that
would have held stone
pillars in place

Plate 36. Stone pillar from a
granary reused in a wall
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This reconstruction drawing (plate 37) shows how the village may have looked when the
WZR PDLQ KRXVHV ZHUH LQ XVH DQG ZRUN LV VWDUWLQJ RQ WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH WKLUG ,Q WKH
IRUHJURXQGLWVKRZVRQHRIWKHJUDQDULHV

Plate 37. Drawing of how the village may have looked in use (drawn by Helen Flook)
0

200mm

Plate 38. The smallest
and largest stones with
holes found in the Iron
Age village, shown at the
same scale
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People in west Wales in the Iron Age used very little pottery, presumably making vessels from
ZRRGEDVNHWU\DQGRWKHURUJDQLFPDWHULDOVZKLFKUDUHO\VXUYLYH7KHRQO\,URQ$JHSRWWHU\
that sometimes occurs in west Wales are fragments of rough containers used to hold salt from
WKHVDOWPLQHVRIWKH&KHVKLUH3ODLQ$VLQJOHVKHUGDQGDIHZIUDJPHQWVRIWKLVPDWHULDOZHUH
IRXQGLQWKH,URQ$JHYLOODJHVKRZLQJWKDWVDOWZDVLPSRUWHGIURP&KHVKLUH
2WKHU¿QGVZHUHPDLQO\RIVWRQHLQFOXGLQJVWRQHVZLWKKROHVLQUDQJLQJIURPFPWRFP
DFURVV SODWH 7KHODUJHVWPLJKWKDYHEHHQERDWDQFKRUVRUSRVVLEO\ZHLJKWVWRKROGGRZQ
WKHWKDWFKRQWKHURRI6PDOOHURQHVFRXOGKDYHEHHQZHLJKWVIRU¿VKLQJQHWVRURWKHUSXUSRVHV
One cylindrical stone found next to a hearth in one of the roundhouses may be a broken cylinder
TXHUQIRUJULQGLQJJUDLQ SODWH 
Some of the smallest perforated stones were
spindle whorls, neatly shaped circular objects
that provided the weight to help a spindle turn for
VSLQQLQJZRRO SODWH 7KHUHZHUHRIWKHVH
found in the village with 10 found in the earliest
URXQGKRXVH SODWH 

Plate 39. The possible cylinder quern as
found

Plate 41. Various stone spindle whorls from the
Iron Age village (ASlab: Arabelle Barratt)

Plate 40. An Iron Age woman
spinning with a spindle, weighted
with a spindle whorl (drawing by
Helen Flook)
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Clay-walled Roundhouses
7KHVPDOOVHWWOHPHQWGLGQRWVWDQGDORQHRWKHUEXLOGLQJVZHUHLQXVHDWDERXWWKHVDPHWLPH
$ERXWPWRWKHQRUWKHDVWZHUHWZRKRXVHVZLWKZDOOVPDGHRIFOD\9HU\OLWWOHRIWKHZDOOV
VXUYLYHGEXWWKHKRXVHVFRXOGEHLGHQWL¿HGE\WKHVWRQHOLQHGGUDLQVVHWLQWKHLUÀRRUV2QH
house had a question-mark shaped drain with a pit at one end (plate 42), and the other end
H[LWLQJRXWRIWKHEXLOGLQJ7KLVKRXVHKDGDKHDUWKEXWUHODWLYHO\IHZRWKHUIHDWXUHV7KHRWKHU
KRXVHKDGDFRPSOH[RIGUDLQVVRPHUXQQLQJLQWRHDFKRWKHU SODWHVDQG 7KHPDLQGUDLQ
KDGDSLWDWWKHHQGZKLFKKDGEHHQ¿OOHGLQZLWKVWRQHVODEVVRPHSHUIRUDWHG7KHGUDLQ¿OO
ZDVULFKLQLURQR[LGHSUHVXPDEO\RULJLQDWLQJIURPWKHXVHRIWKHGUDLQV SODWH 
7KHÀRRURIWKHKRXVHZDVFRYHUHGZLWKDOD\HURIFKDUFRDOFRQWDLQLQJFKDUUHGZKHDWVWUDZ
This seems to be the result of the roof burning down and collapsing into the house and shows
WKDWVWUDZZDVXVHGWRWKDWFKWKHKRXVHV
The two houses were too close to each other to be used together, so must have been used
sequentially, but a modern trench for a sewerage pipe had destroyed any evidence to show
ZKLFKZDVWKHHDUOLHVW5DGLRFDUERQGDWHVVKRZHGWKDWWKHKRXVHVGDWHGWRWKH0LGGOH,URQ
$JHDWURXJKO\WKHVDPHWLPHDVWKHVWRQHEXLOWURXQGKRXVHVHWWOHPHQW

Plate 42. Clay-walled roundhouse with question-mark-shaped drain
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Plate 43.
Clay-walled
roundhouse with
complex drains,
here shown with
the capstones
over the drains

Plate 44. Complex of drains
with their capstones removed
to show the stone-linings

Plate 45. Iron oxide deposit in a drain
within the clay-walled roundhouse

Fields and Huts
6RXWKHDVWRIWKHYLOODJHZHUHGLWFKHVGH¿QLQJDFXUYLQJHQFORVXUH7KHGLWFKHVFRXOGQRWEH
GLUHFWO\GDWHGEXWDSLWZLWKLQWKHHQFORVXUHFRQWDLQHGD/DWH,URQ$JHVKDOHEUDFHOHW ¿JXUH $
WUDFNZD\DQG¿HOGERXQGDULHVLQXVHGXULQJWKH5RPDQSHULRGPD\DOVRKDYHRULJLQDWHGLQWKH
,URQ$JHDWZKLFKWLPHLWLVOLNHO\WKDWWKHDUHDZDVFRYHUHGZLWK¿HOGV$QDO\VLVRIGHSRVLWV
under the Middle Iron Age settlement suggested that the land had been ploughed and then
FRQYHUWHGWRSDVWXUHEHIRUHWKHVHWWOHPHQWZDVEXLOW
:LWKLQWKHVH¿HOGVWKHUHZHUHRWKHUVPDOOKXWVRUDFWLYLW\VLWHV$JURXSRISLWVSRVWKROHVDQG
KHDUWKVZDVSUREDEO\WKHUHPDLQVRIDVPDOOVWUXFWXUHWKRXJKLWVSODQZDVKDUGWRGH¿QH1HDU
WKLVZDVDODUJHKHDUWKZLWKDSLWRYHQQH[WWRLW ¿JXUH ,QWKHSLWRYHQZDVIRXQGD¿QH
GHFRUDWHGVSLQGOHZKRUO7KHVHIHDWXUHVGDWHGWRWKH0LGGOH,URQ$JHVLPLODUWRWKHYLOODJH
North of the village was another small hut with many pits nearby, some probably also used
DV RYHQV ¿JXUH   7KHVH IHDWXUHV GDWHG WR WKH /DWH ,URQ$JH DIWHU WKH YLOODJH KDG EHHQ
DEDQGRQHG$WWKLVWLPHWKHODQGPXVWVWLOOKDYHEHHQIDUPHGDQGLWLVOLNHO\WKHYLOODJHPHUHO\
PRYHG WR DQRWKHU ORFDWLRQ 3HUKDSV LW GLG QRW PRYH IDU DV HYDOXDWLRQ WUHQFKLQJ VXJJHVWHG
WKHUHZHUHURXQGKRXVHVWRWKHQRUWKHDVWLQDSORWQRW\HWIXOO\LQYHVWLJDWHG$UFKDHRORJLFDO
LQYHVWLJDWLRQRIWKLVSORWLQIXWXUHPD\DGGWRWKHVWRU\RIWKH,URQ$JHVHWWOHPHQWRI3DUF&\EL

Figure 14. Plan of Iron Age
enclosure with a drawing
of the shale bracelet from
one of the pits
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pits and postholes

Figure 15. Plan of Middle Iron Age activity with the
decorated spindle whorl found in an earth oven (ASlab:
Arabelle Barratt)
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Figure 16. Plan of late Iron Age hut and pits
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The Roman Period
7KH5RPDQKLVWRULDQ7DFLWXVUHFRUGVWKHFRQTXHVWRI$QJOHVH\7KHLVODQGZDVDWWDFNHGE\WKH
5RPDQVLQ$'EXWWKH%RXGLFDQUHYROWPHDQWWKH\KDGWRDEDQGRQLWDQGLWZDVRQO\¿QDOO\
FRQTXHUHGLQ$'$IWHUWKDWRQO\DUFKDHRORJ\FDQEHXVHGWRUHYHDOWKHLQÀXHQFHRI5RPH
RQ$QJOHVH\DQGWKDWLQIRUPDWLRQLVVWLOOLQFRPSOHWH$PLOLWDU\IRUWOHWZDVUHFHQWO\IRXQGQHDU
WKHQRUWKFRDVWRI$QJOHVH\DW&HPO\QZKLFKPD\UHODWHWRWKHLQLWLDOFRQTXHVWRIWKHLVODQG
A trading settlement on the shore of the Menai Strait near Brynsiencyn, established in the mid
VHFRQGFHQWXU\ZDVQRWGHIHQGHGVRWKHLVODQGPD\KDYHEHHQSHDFHIXOE\WKHQ
The only certain Roman road known on the island is the short length found running inland
IURPWKHWUDGLQJVHWWOHPHQW7KHGLVFRYHU\RIFRSSHULQJRWVVXJJHVWVWKDW5RPDQVZHUHPLQLQJ
FRSSHUDW3DU\V0RXQWDLQQHDU$POZFKDQGWKHUHDUH¿QGVRI5RPDQFRLQVDQGSRWWHU\IURP
many parts of the island, suggesting trade with the Romans, and perhaps also amongst the
QDWLYHVHWWOHPHQWV
In the late Roman period, perhaps in the 4th century AD, a fort was built alongside a sheltered
WLGDOLQOHWZKHUHWKHWRZQRI+RO\KHDGZRXOGODWHUGHYHORS7KLVZDVOLQNHGWRDVLJQDOVWDWLRQ
on top of Holyhead Mountain and probably another in the north-west corner of Anglesey on
3HQ%U\Q\U(JOZ\V
Roman Period Industry
5HPDLQVRIDWUDFNZD\ZHUHIRXQGUXQQLQJDFURVVSDUWRIWKHVLWH7KLVSUREDEO\OHGWRZDUGV
WKHODWH5RPDQIRUWLQ+RO\KHDG1H[WWRWKHWUDFNZD\ZDVDQDWLYHIDUPVWHDGZLWKHYLGHQFH
IRUFUDIWZRUNLQJDQGVWRUDJHIDFLOLWLHV ¿JXUH 
,QDFOD\ZDOOHGEXLOGLQJZDVDKHDUWKPDGHRIODUJHERXOGHUV SODWH 7KLVDSSHDUHGODUJHU
than necessary for normal domestic cooking, so may have been used for other purposes, perhaps
G\LQJFORWK1H[WWRWKLVZDVDVWRQHERZOVHWLQWKHÀRRUIRUJULQGLQJRUPL[LQJ7KHUHZHUH
DOVRRWKHUKHDUWKVWURXJKVDQGSLWVFUDPPHGLQWRWKHVPDOOEXLOGLQJ

Plate 46. Boulder hearth and stone bowl
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On the other side of the track was a series of postholes showing where storage buildings had
VWRRG SODWH DQGDVPDOOVTXDUHVWRQHEXLOGLQJ SODWH ZLWKDODUJHSLWXQGHULWVÀRRU
SODWH 7KHÀRRURIWKHEXLOGLQJZDVVXVSHQGHGRYHUWKHSLWRQVWRQHVODEVZLWKDFFHVVWR
WKHSLWZKLOHWKHEXLOGLQJZDVLQXVH

Plate 47. Postholes showing where
a sequence of small timber storage
buildings had stood

Plate 48. Remains of
one wall and a wall
corner of a square
stone building with
much of its floor
surviving inside

Plate 49. Pit found under the floor of the stone
building, with stone slabs to help support the
floor extending over the pit
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Although it was not clear what was being made and stored, an iron cleaver (plate 50) and an
LURQFKLVHOZHUHIRXQGWKHFOHDYHUFDPHIURPFORVHWRWKHERXOGHUKHDUWK$ODFNRIVPLWKLQJ
debris showed that these had not been made here, so they were presumably used within the clayZDOOHGEXLOGLQJ7KHUHZDVDOVRDEOXHJODVVFRXQWHUSRVVLEO\IURPDERDUGJDPH SODWH 
Roman pottery from this site showed that
the activity dated to the late 3rd century or
early 4thFHQWXU\$'

100

50
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20mm

Plate 51. Glass counter from claywalled industrial building

0mm

Plate 50. Iron cleaver found in clay-walled building next to the
boulder hearth. This has been cleaned and consolidated. Also
a reconstruction of how it would originally have appeared and
how it was hafted. (Replica made by Ancient Arts)

Late Roman Cemetery
Romans introduced Christianity into Wales and burial in full length, stone-lined graves, known
DVORQJFLVWV7KHQHZUHOLJLRQDQGEXULDOWUDGLWLRQVFRQWLQXHGDIWHUWKH5RPDQDUP\KDGOHIW
Most long cist cemeteries in west Wales date from after the end of the Roman occupation of

Plate 52. The late Roman long cist cemetery
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Britain, but a small cemetery of long cist graves found on Parc Cybi probably dated to the late
5RPDQSHULRG SODWH /RFDOSHRSOHZRXOGKDYHXVHGWKHFHPHWHU\VXJJHVWLQJWKDWWKH\KDG
DGRSWHG5RPDQWUDGLWLRQV
7KHUH ZHUH  JUDYHV LQ WKH FHPHWHU\ QHDWO\ ODLGRXW LQ URZV ¿JXUH  7KH VL]HV RI WKH
graves suggested both adults and children were buried there and the few human remains that
VXUYLYHGVKRZHGWKDWWKHUHZHUHERWKPHQDQGZRPHQ7KHFURZQVRIWHHWKWKHRQO\UHPDLQV
LQWZRDGXOWVL]HGJUDYHVVKRZHGWKDWWKHVHKDGEHHQXVHGIRUFKLOGUHQDJHGDERXWWR\HDUV
,WLVWKHUHIRUHGL൶FXOWWRMXGJHWKHDJHRIWKHLQGLYLGXDOEXULHGIURPWKHVL]HRIWKHLUJUDYH
EXWWKHYHU\VPDOOJUDYHVPXVWKDYHEHHQIRUEDELHV7KHFHPHWHU\DSSHDUVWRKDYHEHHQXVHG
by a small community living somewhere
QHDUE\
A smith set up his anvil on a block wedged
LQWRDKROHGXJLQWRDJUDYH SODWH 7KLV
disturbance suggests that the cemetery
was no longer in use when the smith was
ZRUNLQJ 7KH VPLWKLQJ ZDV UDGLRFDUERQ
dated to the 4th or 5th centuries AD, so
WKH FHPHWHU\ PXVW EH HDUOLHU 3RRU ERQH
survival meant that the cemetery could not
EHGDWHGGLUHFWO\

Plate 53. Setting to hold wooden base for anvil, cut
into a grave and reusing grave slabs as packing
stones

Early Medieval Settlement
After AD 410, Britain was no longer part of the Roman Empire and archaeologists term this
SHULRGWKHµ(DUO\0HGLHYDO¶SHULRG2Q+RO\,VODQGDPRQDVWLFVHWWOHPHQWGHGLFDWHGWR6W&\EL
ZDVIRXQGHGZLWKLQWKH5RPDQIRUW7KHGDWHRIWKLVIRXQGDWLRQLVXQFHUWDLQDQGWKHHDUOLHVW
structural remains are of the 12thFHQWXU\+RZHYHUWKHGHGLFDWLRQKDVJLYHQXVWKH:HOVKQDPH
RIWKHWRZQWKHLVODQGWKHQHZEXVLQHVVLQWKHIRUPRI&DHUJ\EL<Q\V&\ELDQG3DUF&\EL
While many cemeteries from this period have been found, it is hard to identify where the
SHRSOHZHUHOLYLQJ3UREDEO\PRVWKRXVHVIURPWKLVSHULRGOHIWOLWWOHDUFKDHRORJLFDOWUDFH$UDUH
example of an enclosed settlement has been found at Glyn, Llanbedrgoch near the east coast of
Anglesey, which was used from the 7th to 10thFHQWXULHV$'7KHSURPRQWRU\IRUWRUGHIHQGHG
settlement at Castell, Trefadog on the west coast probably dates to the 11th and 12thFHQWXULHV
5HFHQWO\ D ¿HOG V\VWHP ZLWK VPDOO VWRQH KRXVHV ZDV IRXQG QHDU 5KXGGJDHU LQ VRXWKZHVW
$QJOHVH\2QHKRXVHZDVH[FDYDWHGDQGZDVSUREDEO\LQXVHIURPWKHPLGth to the 9thFHQWXU\
)HZRWKHUHDUO\PHGLHYDOVHWWOHPHQWVLWHVKDYHEHHQIRXQGRQ$QJOHVH\
However, we know that people lived at Parc Cybi after the end of Roman rule, because we
IRXQGHYLGHQFHIRUWKHGU\LQJRIFRUQLQVSHFLDOO\FRQVWUXFWHGGU\HUV
*UDLQHVSHFLDOO\RDWVQHHGHGWREHGULHGEHIRUHXVHRUVWRUDJH&RUQGU\HUVZHUHSLWVZLWKD
¿UHLQRQHHQGDQGDWWKHRWKHUWKHJUDLQVXVSHQGHGWRGU\RQEUDQFKHVFRYHUHGZLWKVWUDZ
6RPHWLPHVWKHJUDLQDFFLGHQWDOO\FDXJKW¿UHDQGZDVFKDUUHGZKLFKSUHVHUYHGWKHJUDLQDQG
ZKHQH[FDYDWHGLWFDQEHLGHQWL¿HGDQGGDWHG
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Six corn dryers were found at Parc Cybi that were in use during the 5th or 6th centuries AD (plate
 7KHVHZHUHSUREDEO\ORFDWHGRQWKHHGJHRIWKH¿HOGVEXWLWLVXQOLNHO\WKH\ZHUHIDUIURP
ZKHUHSHRSOHOLYHG

Plate 54. Some of the corn
dryers found at Parc Cybi

Medieval Period
7KHSUHVHQWFKXUFKLQ+RO\KHDGZDV¿UVWEXLOWLQWKHth century, on the site of the monastic
VHWWOHPHQWLQVLGHWKHROGZDOOVRIWKH5RPDQIRUW7KHUHZHUHVHYHUDOVPDOOFKDSHOVDVVRFLDWHG
ZLWK WKH FKXUFK VFDWWHUHG RYHU WKH LVODQG VRPH RI ZKLFK KDG KRO\ ZHOOV 2QH RI WKHVH WKH
chapel of St Ffraid at Tywyn y Capel, Trearddur Bay was built in about the 12th century on
D PRXQG RYHU DQ HDUOLHU FHPHWHU\7KH FKDSHO HURGHG LQWR WKH VHH DQG LV RQO\ NQRZQ IURP
DQWLTXDULDQUHSRUWV
Holyhead developed as a port and settlement in the medieval period and there were also smaller
VHWWOHPHQWVDW/ODQIDZU3HQUKRVDQG7UH¶U*RI3HQUKRVODWHUEHFDPHWKHKRPHRIWKH6WDQOH\
IDPLO\WKHODUJHVWODQGRZQHUVRQWKHLVODQG
1RPHGLHYDOVHWWOHPHQWVZHUHIRXQGRQ3DUF&\ELKRZHYHUWKHODQGZDVEHLQJIDUPHG7KHUH
DUHKLQWVLQ¿HOGERXQGDULHVVKRZQRQROGHVWDWHPDSVDQGLQGLWFKHVIRXQGE\H[FDYDWLRQWKDW
DQRSHQ¿HOGV\VWHPFRYHUHGDWOHDVWSDUWRI3DUF&\ELLQWKHPHGLHYDOSHULRG7KHODQGZDV
IDUPHGLQODUJH¿HOGVWKDWZHUHVXEGLYLGHGLQWRQDUURZVWULSVZLWKQRIHQFHV
Sometime in the 11th-12thFHQWXULHV$'DVPLWKZDVDWZRUNLQ3DUF&\EL3LWVDQGKD\ULFN
JXOOLHVQHDUE\VXJJHVWWKDWWKHVPLWKZDVZRUNLQJLQDIDUP\DUG7KLV\DUGZDVXVHGPXFKODWHU
in the 18thFHQWXU\IRUWKHIDUPRI7\GG\Q3LRGHQ ¿JXUH 
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Figure 20. Remains of Tyddyn Pioden, showing 18th
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18th and 19th Century Farmsteads
Most of Parc Cybi was part of the Penrhos Estate, owned by the Owen family of Penrhos, but
LQWKHHVWDWHSDVVHGE\PDUULDJHWRWKH6WDQOH\VRI$OGHUOH\,QWKHth century the estate
ZDVODUJHO\UXQE\/DG\0DULD-RVHSKD6WDQOH\DQGE\KHUVRQ:26WDQOH\ZKRZDVDQRWHG
DQWLTXDULDQUHFRUGLQJPDQ\RIWKHDUFKDHRORJLFDOVLWHVRQ+RO\,VODQGIRUWKH¿UVWWLPH
7KHHVWDWHZDVEXV\LQWKH¿UVWKDOIRIWKHth century building new farmhouses and improving
WKHODQGLQFOXGLQJGUDLQLQJODQGDQGEXLOGLQJZHOOV7KHSHRSOHOLYLQJLQWKHIDUPKRXVHVZHUH
WHQDQWVRIWKHHVWDWHDQGZRXOGKDYHEHQH¿WHGIURPWKHVHLPSURYHPHQWVWKRXJKSUHVXPDEO\
WKHLUUHQWVDOVRLQFUHDVHG
By the 18th FHQWXU\ WKH ODUJH PHGLHYDO RSHQ ¿HOGV KDG EHHQ HQFORVHG DQG IDUPKRXVHV ZHUH
GRWWHGDFURVVWKHODQGVFDSH VHH¿JXUH 0DQ\RIWKHIDUPKRXVHVZHUHDEDQGRQHGLQWKHth
century but some were still inhabited in the mid-20th century, and one was only demolished in

7KHUHPDLQVRIWKHFREEOHGÀRRUDQGFKLPQH\RIWKHIDUPKRXVHRI7\GG\Q3LRGHQZHUHIRXQG
SODWH 7KLVIDUPVWHDGZDVRFFXSLHGLQWKHth and early 19th centuries, although it almost
certainly had earlier origins, but the period between the 12th and 18th centuries has left little
DUFKDHRORJLFDOHYLGHQFH
6RPHRIWKHIDUPVKDGZHOOVIHGE\XQGHUJURXQGFXOYHUWVDQGUHDFKHGE\VWRQHVWHSV SODWH 
7KHVHZHUHVWLOOEHLQJXVHGLQWKHV
Plate 55. The chimney base and floor
of the house at Tyddyn Pioden

Plate 56. A stepped well used by the
farm of Bonc Deg

Plate 57. Ring gully, probably to surround a hayrick,
near the original location of Trefignath Farm
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0DQ\VPDOOHQFORVXUHVGH¿QHGE\VKDOORZGLWFKHVZHUHIRXQG6RPHZHUHQHDUO\VTXDUHRU
UHFWDQJXODUDQGVRPHDOPRVWSHUIHFWO\FLUFXODU)HZRIWKHVHHQFORVXUHVFRXOGEHGDWHGEXWWKH\
DSSHDUHGWREHIDLUO\UHFHQW&LUFXODUHQFORVXUHVDWWKHVLWHRI7\GG\Q3LRGHQZHUHSUREDEO\
medieval in date and other ring gullies were found near the earliest site of the farm called
7UH¿JQDWKZKLFKPD\DOVRKDYHKDGPHGLHYDORULJLQV7KHVHULQJJXOOLHVZHUHSUREDEO\XVHG
WRFUHDWHDGU\DUHDIRUDKD\VWDFN SODWH 7KHRWKHUVPDOOHQFORVXUHVZHUHXVHGIRUVLPLODU
IXQFWLRQVWKURXJKWRPRGHUQWLPHV
In the 18th and 19thFHQWXULHVWKHORFDOSHRSOHZHUHVWLOOVXUURXQGHGE\WKHGLVWDQWSDVW7KH
VWDQGLQJVWRQHDQG7UH¿JQDWK%XULDO&KDPEHUVWRRGZLWKLQWKHLU¿HOGVDQGWKH%URQ]H$JH
EDUURZV ZHUH SUREDEO\ VWLOO YLVLEOH DV ORZ PRXQGV (YHQ LQWR WKH PLGth century, people
knew about the Iron Age village, despite the fact that no trace could be seen on the ground
VXUIDFH7KHLUSORXJKVKLWWKHVWRQHVXQGHUJURXQGDQGWKHIDUPHUVGXJGRZQWRJHWULGRIWKH
VWRQHVDQGWRXVHWKHPIRUEXLOGLQJZDOOV7KH\UHDOLVHGWKDWWKHUHZHUHWKHUHPDLQVRIVWRQH
KRXVHVKLGGHQWKHUHDQGFDOOHGWKHVLWH3DQW\U+HQ%REO +ROORZRIWKH2OG3HRSOH 

Conclusions
This project has provided us with an understanding of the development of the landscape over
WKHODVW\HDUV&DUHIXODUFKDHRORJLFDOH[FDYDWLRQKDVLQFUHDVHGRXUNQRZOHGJHRIKRZWKH
RFFXSDQWVOLYHGIDUPHGWKHLUODQGEXULHGWKHLUGHDGDQGSDUWLFLSDWHGLQFHUHPRQLDODFWLYLWLHV
They were part of a wider culture, which saw the introduction of farming, changing burial
SUDFWLFHVWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRI&KULVWLDQLW\DQGPDQ\RWKHUDVSHFWVRIOLIH7KLVVKDUHGFXOWXUH
connected the inhabitants of Parc Cybi with wider European cultures spreading from the Orkney
,VOHVLQWKHIDUQRUWKDQGVRXWKLQWRFRQWLQHQWDO(XURSH
The people that lived at Parc Cybi were neither particularly rich nor powerful, but we can see
KRZWKH\DGRSWHGQHZFXOWXUHVDQGOHDUQWQHZVNLOOV,WLVHYLGHQFHRIHYHU\GD\OLIHWKDWJLYHV
the clearest impression of the past, such as the mastery of ceramics and dairying in the Early
Neolithic, or the use of a beautifully decorated pot to contain sustenance for a loved-one in the
%URQ]H$JHDIWHUOLIH
As this land moves on into a new phase of its history, this project has provided an opportunity
WRH[SORUHLWVSDVWDQGWRSUHVHQWDQGLQWHUSUHWWKDWSDVWWRWKRVHZKRVWLOOLQKDELWWKHDUHD

48

Acknowledgements
The main phase of excavation was carried out by Gwynedd Archaeological Trust between
1RYHPEHUDQGWKHHQGRI-XQH$QRWKHUSKDVHRIH[FDYDWLRQZDVFDUULHGRXWEHWZHHQ
6HSWHPEHUDQG)HEUXDU\
The excavations and post-excavation analysis were funded by Welsh Government and thanks
are due to Clwyd Roberts for working with us on the post-excavation phase, assisted by
FRQVXOWDQW 5RE (DUO\ RI :63 3DUVRQV %ULQFNHUKR൵ 2QVLWH RXU ZRUN ZDV JUHDWO\ DVVLVWHG
E\-RQHV%URV5XWKLQ&R/WGZLWKSDUWLFXODUWKDQNVWR+H¿Q/OR\G'DYLHV7KDQNVDOVRWR
$WNLQV(QJLQHHULQJ&RQVXOWDQF\HVSHFLDOO\5RE6XWWRQ0DQ\DUFKDHRORJLVWVZRUNHGRQWKH
VLWHGXULQJWKHWZRSKDVHVRI¿HOGZRUNDQGWKHLUKDUGZRUNWKURXJKZHDWKHURIDOONLQGVLV
PXFKDSSUHFLDWHG7KHH[FDYDWLRQZDVUXQLQWKH¿UVWPRQWKVE\5RODQG)ORRN7KDQNVWRWKH
VWD൵RI*Z\QHGG$UFKDHRORJLFDO3ODQQLQJ6HUYLFH(PLO\/D7UREH%DWHPDQ$VKOH\%DWWHQ
DQG-HQQ\(PPHWWIRUWKHLUVXSSRUWDQGDGYLFHWKURXJKERWKWKH¿HOGZRUNDQGSRVWH[FDYDWLRQ
ZRUN
7UDQVODWLRQE\%OD7UDQVODWLRQ

Glossary
Boudican revolt – Boudica, the Queen of the Iceni tribe, led her people in a revolt against the
5RPDQVEXWWKHUHYROWZDVGHIHDWHG
Chambered tomb – a tomb with one or more chambers built of large stones, usually under a
PRXQGRIVWRQHVRUHDUWK1HROLWKLFSHULRGLQGDWH
Estate - the houses, outbuildings, supporting farmland, and woods that surround the gardens
DQGJURXQGVRIDODUJHSURSHUW\
Macehead – a stone object perforated to take a haft that may have been a weapon or a status
symbol but possibly had a practical function
0LFUROLWK±DYHU\VPDOOÀLQWREMHFWPDGHE\PRGLI\LQJDORQJQDUURZÀDNH DEODGH 6HYHUDO
microliths would have been used to create a tool, such as an arrowhead or a knife, by
PRXQWLQJWKHPLQDERQHRUZRRGKDIW
Radiocarbon dating – a technique using the proportion of radioactive carbon in an object to
GHWHUPLQHLWVDJH
Saddle quern – a stone used for grinding grain by rubbing an upper stone backwards and
IRUZDUGV7KLVZHDUVWKHERWWRPVWRQHLQWRDVDGGOHOLNHIRUP
Scheduled monument – a nationally important archaeological site or building given legal
SURWHFWLRQ
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