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G2455 HEDD YR YNYS EXCAVATION 2016
HEDD YR YNYS, LÔN FRON, LLANGEFNI (PRN 32799, SH 4566 7518)
GAT report 1375
SUMMARY
A volunteer excavation was undertaken in July 2016 by Gwynedd Archaeological Trust, grant aided by Cadw, to
LQYHVWLJDWHJHRSK\VLFDODQRPDOLHVLGHQWL¿HGLQD¿HOGRQWKHVRXWKHUQRXWVNLUWVRI/ODQJHIQL$QJOHVH\ FHQWUHGRQ
6+ 7KHDUHDZDVFKRVHQIRULQYHVWLJDWLRQEHFDXVHRIDGLVFRYHU\LQWKHthFHQWXU\RIDQHDUO\PHGLHYDO
cemetery somewhere near this location. Two previous projects had tried to locate this cemetery and the excavation
ZDVGHVLJQHGWRLQYHVWLJDWHDUDQJHRIDUFKDHRORJLFDODQRPDOLHVSRVVLEO\UHODWLQJWRWKHFHPHWHU\
7KHH[FDYDWLRQIDLOHGWR¿QGDQ\WUDFHRIWKHFHPHWHU\EXWGLG¿QGVPDOOHQFORVXUHVSRVVLEO\DVVRFLDWHGZLWKD
5RPDQR%ULWLVKVHWWOHPHQW7KHVHWWOHPHQWHYLGHQFHZDVUHSUHVHQWHGE\DVWRQHFDSSHGGUDLQDQGRWKHUIHDWXUHV
EXW QR FOHDU SODQ RI D VWUXFWXUH /DWHU SLWV DQG GLWFKHV FXW DFURVV WKH VLWH VRPH ¿HOG ERXQGDULHV DQG RWKHU
DJULFXOWXUDOIHDWXUHVDQGVRPHRIXQNQRZQIXQFWLRQ
7KHH[FDYDWLRQDQGPHWDOGHWHFWLQJVXUYH\KDVJHQHUDWHGVRPH¿QGVDQGDVPDOOQXPEHURIVDPSOHVZKLFKZLOO
QHHGSURFHVVLQJDQGDQDO\VLV3URSRVDOVIRUIXUWKHUSRVWH[FDYDWLRQZRUNDUHLQFOXGHGLQWKLVUHSRUWZKLFKPD\
KHOSWRFODULI\WKHGDWHRIWKHVLWHDQGLQYHVWLJDWHWKHDFWLYLWLHVFDUULHGRXWWKHUH
Cynhaliwyd cloddiad gwirfoddol ym mis Gorffennaf 2016 gan Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Gwynedd, gyda
FK\PRUWK JDQ JUDQW &DGZ L \PFKZLOLR L DQJK\VRQGHEDX JHRI¿VHJRO D QRGZ\G PHZQ FDH DU J\ULRQ GHKHXRO
Llangefni, Ynys Môn (yn canolbwyntio ar SH 456 752). Dewiswyd ymchwilio’r ardal hon oherwydd y
darganfyddiad yn y 19eg ganrif o fynwent ganoloesol gynnar rhywle ger y lleoliad hwn. Roedd dau brosiect
blaenorol wedi ceisio dod o hyd i’r fynwent hon a chynlluniwyd y cloddiad i ymchwilio i ystod o anomaleddau
archaeolegol o bosibl yn ymwneud â’r fynwent.
Ni lwyddodd y gwaith cloddio i ddod o hyd i unrhyw olion o’r fynwent, ond llwyddodd i ganfod llociau bach
a oedd o bosibl yn gysylltiedig ag anheddiad Brythonig-Rufeinig. Roedd y dystiolaeth o anheddiad yn cael ei
gynrychioli gan ddraen gyda chap cerrig a nodweddion eraill, ond ni ddarganfuwyd cynllun clir o strwythur.
<Q GGLZHGGDUDFK GDUJDQIXZ\G S\OODX D IIRV\GG \Q WRUUL DU GUDZV \ VDÀH UKDL I¿QLDX FDHDX D QRGZHGGLRQ
amaethyddol eraill a rhai gyda swyddogaeth anhysbys.
Mae’r cloddiad a’r arolwg gyda datgelwyr metel wedi arwain at rhai darganfyddiadau a nifer fach o samplau y
bydd angen eu prosesu a’u dadansoddi. Mae cynigion ar gyfer gwaith ôl-gloddio pellach wedi eu cynnwys yn yr
DGURGGLDGKZQDDOODLKHOSXLIZUZJROHXQLDUGG\GGLDG\VDÀHDF\PFKZLOLRL¶UJZHLWKJDUHGGDXRHGG\QFDHOHX
gwneud yno.
1.

INTRODUCTION

A volunteer excavation was undertaken by Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (GAT) grant aided by Cadw, to
LQYHVWLJDWHJHRSK\VLFDODQRPDOLHVLGHQWL¿HGLQD¿HOGRQWKHVRXWKHUQRXWVNLUWVRI/ODQJHIQL7KH¿HOGLVORFDWHG
on Lôn Fron (centred on SH 456 752) about 100m to the west of the A5114 and immediately to the south of a
KRXVHFDOOHG+HGG\U<Q\V ¿JXUH 
The area was chosen for investigation because of a discovery in the 19th century of an early medieval cemetery
351   VRPHZKHUH QHDU WKLV ORFDWLRQ 7ZR SUHYLRXV SURMHFWV FDUULHG RXW E\ *$7 LQ  DQG 
LQFOXGHGLQYHVWLJDWLRQVWRWU\DQGORFDWHWKLVFHPHWHU\7KH¿UVWLQFOXGHGJHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\DQGWULDOWUHQFKLQJLQ
D¿HOGWRWKHQRUWKRI/{Q)URQEXWSURGXFHGQRHYLGHQFHIRUEXULDOV 'DYLGVRQHWDO $JHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\
ZDVFDUULHGRXWLQWKHFXUUHQW¿HOGLQUHYHDOLQJDUDQJHRIDUFKDHRORJLFDODQRPDOLHVLQFOXGLQJWZRVPDOO
sub-rectangular enclosures interpreted as possibly early medieval mortuary enclosures (Flook 2013, 54-58).
The current work aimed to investigate the geophysical anomalies to establish whether this was indeed the site
of the reported cemetery. The proximity of the site to Llangefni, potentially large area that could be opened,
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site

supportive landowners and guarantee of a certain number of features to investigate made this an ideal site for a
community excavation. It is also close to the Tudur Ward Communities First area in Llangefni, making access
WRWKHVLWHE\SHRSOHOLYLQJLQWKDWZDUGUHODWLYHO\HDV\2QHRIWKHPDMRUREMHFWLYHVLQDGGLWLRQWRFODULI\LQJWKH
nature of the archaeology, was to provide as many people as possible with the opportunity to work on a genuine
archaeological site, and to open the site for other visitors so that the awareness of archaeology in the area could be
UDLVHG7KLVSURMHFWDLPHGWRHQFRXUDJHSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQFRQVHUYDWLRQSURMHFWVDQGSURYLGHYRFDWLRQDOWUDLQLQJDV
well as contributing to new research.
2.

BACKGROUND

In the early 19th century a cemetery was found near Fron, Llangefni. The original report was published in 1829
and read as follows:
‘:KLOHVRPHZRUNPHQZHUHODWHO\GHPROLVKLQJDERXQGDU\KHGJHEHWZHHQ*ODQ+ZIDIDUPDQG)URQ
LQWKHSDULVKRI/ODQJHIQL$QJOHVH\DJUHDWQXPEHURIJUDYHVZHUHIRXQGFRPSRVHGRIVWRQHVIRUVLGHV
DQGHQGVDQGVRPHFRYHUHGRYHUFRQWDLQLQJKXPDQERQHVWKHUHZHUHDERXWWKLUW\HQWLUHJUDYHVLQIDQWV
DQGDGXOWVEHVLGHVGHWDFKHGSDUWVRIRWKHUVZLWKIUDJPHQWVRIERQHRIPRUHDSSDUHQWDQWLTXLW\’ (Gomme
1887, 401).
The stone-lined graves are suggestive of an early medieval cemetery, perhaps dating as early as 6th or 7th centuries
$'1RWKLQJPRUHLVNQRZQDERXWWKLV¿QGSDUWLFXODUO\LWVH[DFWORFDWLRQ
,Q  *Z\QHGG$UFKDHRORJLFDO 7UXVW JUDQW DLGHG E\ &DGZ LQYHVWLJDWHG D ¿HOG QHDU )URQ WR WU\ DQG ¿QG
WKLV FHPHWHU\$ JHRSK\VLFDO VXUYH\ ZDV FDUULHG RXW RI WKH ¿HOG ZKLFK UHYHDOHG WKH UHPDLQV RI VHYHUDO ¿HOG
ERXQGDULHVDQGWULDOWUHQFKHVZHUHGXJWRLQYHVWLJDWHWKHVHDQGWHVWIRUWKHSUHVHQFHRIJUDYHV ¿JXUH 7KH
boundary ditches were real and furrows running parallel to them were found but no traces of graves (Davidson et
al 2002, 43-44, 77-78).
$UFKLYH ZRUN E\ WKH7DOZUQ$UFKDHRORJ\ *URXS VXEVHTXHQWO\ LQGLFDWHG WKDW D ¿HOG LPPHGLDWHO\ VRXWK RI WKH
house called Hedd yr Ynys might be a more likely candidate. In 2012 Roland Flook of Gwynedd Archaeological
7UXVWXQGHUWRRNDJHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\RIWKH+HGG\U<Q\V¿HOGDVSDUWRIWKH6:$QJOHVH\/DQGVFDSH6XUYH\
3URMHFW IXQGHG E\ &DGZ DQG<Q\V 0{Q &RXQFLO ¿JXUHV  DQG  7KLV UHYHDOHG YDULRXV ROG ¿HOG ERXQGDULHV
UXQQLQJDFURVVWKH¿HOGEXWDOVRWZRVPDOOVXEFLUFXODUDQGVXEUHFWDQJXODUHQFORVXUHV IHDWXUHVDQGRQ
¿JXUH 7KHVHKDYHVPDOOSLWOLNHIHDWXUHVLQVLGHDQGORRNUDWKHUOLNHPRUWXDU\HQFORVXUHVWKDWDUHIRXQGLQVRPH
early medieval cemeteries (Flook 2013, 54-58).
Other features revealed by the geophysical survey, including enclosures and parts of curvilinear and rectangular
features, indicated the multi-phase use of the site. A metal detector survey discovered several pieces of worked
FRSSHUDOOR\VKHHWWKDWZHUHSUREDEO\PRGHUQZKLOVW¿HOGZDONLQJORFDWHGDVKHUGRISUREDEOH5RPDQFRDUVH
ware.
The geophysics features were allocated the PRN 32799, although this has not yet been incorporated into the HER.
7KLV351ZLOOEHXVHGWRUHIHUWRWKH¿QGLQJVRIWKHFXUUHQWH[FDYDWLRQDVWKLVLVDGLUHFWLQYHVWLJDWLRQRIWKH
features located by the geophysical survey.
Some early medieval cemeteries have special graves indicated by mortuary enclosures. These enclosures are
JHQHUDOO\GH¿QHGE\DVKDOORZGLWFKPDUNLQJRXWDVTXDUHRUUHFWDQJXODUHQFORVXUHRIWHQZLWKDJDSLQRQHVLGH
which appears to be an entrance. It is generally assumed that soil from the ditch would have been heaped over
the burial inside the enclosure forming a low mound or barrow, so these features are sometimes known as square
barrows. However a few have evidence of timber posts or planks in the ditch, which might have been more of a
foundation trench for a wooden wall or palisade around the grave.
Between one and three graves are generally found inside mortuary enclosures and other graves often seem to have
been position around these enclosures, using them as a focus. Mortuary enclosures of this sort have an origin in
late Roman cemeteries but in North Wales are usually assumed to date to about 6th to 9th centuries AD, although
very few have actually been dated. An extensive cemetery with mortuary enclosures was excavated by Gwynedd
Archaeological Trust at Llanbeblig, Caernarfon in 2010 and 2011. A radiocarbon date from the ditch of one of
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these enclosures showed that it was in existence by the 7th century AD (Kenney and Parry 2013).
7KHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIWKHDQRPDOLHVDW+HGG\U<Q\VDVPRUWXDU\HQFORVXUHVZDVQRWFHUWDLQDVWKHUHFWDQJXODU
feature was larger than most mortuary enclosures and few of these enclosures are sub-circular so the other feature
ZDVQRWW\SLFDO+RZHYHULWZDVFOHDUWKDWWKHUHZDVFRQVLGHUDEOHDFWLYLW\LQWKH¿HOGDVUHYHDOHGE\WKHJHRSK\VLFDO
survey and the likelihood was that this related to activity dating to the medieval period at the latest.
The site of Hedd yr Ynys lies at the northern end of Malltraeth Marsh. Before the Cob was built across the
Malltraeth Estuary in 1812, the Afon Cefni canalised and the marshes drained, the whole area was frequently
inundated by the sea. Llangefni grew up at the head of the marshes where the road could cross on dry land but
there were many fords across the Afon Cefni and the marshes. The site of Hedd yr Ynys lies to the south of the
HDUO\FHQWUHRIWKHWRZQRI/ODQJHIQLRQUDLVHGJURXQGWKDWZRXOGKDYHRYHUORRNHGWKHHQGRIWKHPDUVK ¿JXUH 
,WLVDOVRDGMDFHQWWRURXWHVRXWRIWKHWRZQWRWKHVRXWK7KLVZRXOGKDYHEHHQDIDYRXUDEOHORFDWLRQIRURFFXSDWLRQ
in most periods. The slope of the hill means that the site faces south-east, making it a warm and fairly sheltered
ORFDWLRQ$WSUHVHQWWKH¿HOGLVVXUURXQGHGRQWKUHHVLGHVE\PRGHUQXUEDQGHYHORSPHQWDQGLVXQGHULPSURYHG
pasture.
Research into the Baron Hill estate maps by Alison Brigstocke of the Talwrn Archaeology Group shows that the
¿HOGZDVIDUPODQGLQWKHth century (Brigstocke 2005/6). The current barns to the north of Lôn Fron were the
VLWHRIDIDUPFDOOHG<VJXERU'GXDQGE\WKHUHZDVDFURIWFDOOHG*ODQKZID%DFKDGMDFHQWWRWKHHDVWHUQ
ERXQGDU\ RI WKH ¿HOG ¿JXUH   6RPH HVWDWH PDSV VKRZ WKH ¿HOG ULGJHG WR LQGLFDWH SORXJKLQJ ¿JXUH   DQG
the current smooth state of the ground surface demonstrates that it had formerly been regularly ploughed. The
PDSVDOVRVKRZDVPDOOJURXSRIHQFORVHGUHOLFWVWULS¿HOGVWRWKHVRXWKHDVWRIWKH¿HOGDQGLWLVKLJKO\OLNHO\
WKDWWKLVZKROHDUHDZDVSDUWRIDQRSHQ¿HOGLQWKHPHGLDHYDOSHULRGZKLFKZDVJUDGXDOO\HURGHGE\WKHVDOH
DQGDJJORPHUDWLRQRIVWULSVDQGWKHHQFORVXUHRIWKHRSHQODQG7KHWLWKHPDSVKRZVWKHORVVRIVRPH¿HOG
ERXQGDULHVLQWKHDUHDLQYHVWLJDWHGEHWZHHQDQGDQGWKHWUDQVIHURIWKH¿HOGIURP*ODQKZIDODQGWR
)URQ ¿JXUH ,WZDVH[SHFWHGWKDWVRPHRIWKHDQRPDOLHVLGHQWL¿HGLQWKHJHRSK\VLFDOSORWPLJKWUHODWHWRWKH
DJULFXOWXUDOKLVWRU\RIWKH¿HOG
The bedrock under this area is metamorphic schist of the Gwna Group, with some quartzite and igneous intrusions
nearby forming part of the same group. The bedrock is covered by Devensian till including outwash sands and
gravels. The geological map shows a band of limestone running through Llangefni a little to the east of the site.
However it appears that there are outcrops of this close to the surface beyond the plotted limit as some patches of
OLPHVWRQHZHUHYLVLEOHRQWKHVLWH *HRORJ\RI%ULWDLQ9LHZHU  ¿JXUH 
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excavator stripping
SORXJKVRLOIURPWKH
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Figure 5. Lidar data for the northern end of the Malltraeth
Marshes (low-lying marsh land in light brown, Hedd yr
Ynys shown as a red square)
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Figure 7. Baron Hill estate map probably dating to about 1800,
VKRZLQJ*ODQKZIDODQG WKHWUHQFKLVLQ¿HOG  IURPDFRS\
made by Alison Brigstocke)

Figure 8. Tracing of the 1841 tithe map by Alison Brigstocke (trench location in red)
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Figure 9. Geology of area around Hedd yr Ynys from Geology of Britain Viewer (bedrock
WRSVXSHU¿FLDOGHSRVLWVERWWRPVLWHPDUNHGZLWKUHGVTXDUH

3.

METHODOLOGY

3.1. Excavation
$WUHQFKZDVORFDWHGLQWKHHDVWHUQFRUQHURIWKH¿HOGRYHUWKHORFDWLRQRIWKHGHQVHVWDUFKDHRORJ\DVLQGLFDWHGE\
WKHJHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\ ¿JXUH ,QSDUWLFXODULWZDVORFDWHGWRLQYHVWLJDWHWKHSRVVLEOHPRUWXDU\HQFORVXUHV7KH
trench measured 38m by 25m, and was the largest area that could be stripped in the time available. A Safe Dig
Survey was commissioned from PBS Utilities Ltd to check that there were no services in the area of the trench.
7KHRQO\VHUYLFHLQWKH¿HOGZDVWKHLQFKZDWHUSLSHWKDWZDVFOHDUO\YLVLEOHRQWKHRULJLQDOJHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\
This had apparently been installed in 1954. The excavation trench was positioned to be well away from this pipe.
In addition a Cable Avoidance Tool was used to scan the area of the trench prior to digging. This was operated by
a trained operator and did not reveal any hidden cables.

3ODWH8VHRIDGXPSHU
WRPRYHVSRLOHI¿FLHQWO\

The topsoil and ploughsoil was stripped with an 18 tonne mechanical excavator under constant archaeological
supervision (plate 1). The machine used a toothless ditching bucket throughout and a dumper was used to move
the spoil to a storage area south of the trench (plate 2). Turf, topsoil and ploughsoil were stored separately so that
WKH\FRXOGEHUHSODFHGLQRUGHUZKHQEDFN¿OOLQJWKHWUHQFK6SRLOZDVVWRUHGZHOOEDFNIURPWKHHGJHRIWKHWUHQFK
Soil was removed in thin spits by the machine allowing the archaeologist to monitor closely what was removed.
Stripping stopped when either natural sub-strata had been reached or archaeological features or deposits were
visible, particularly collections of stones. At the end of the excavation the soil was replaced and compacted by
the machines (plate 3). The turf was mixed into the topsoil and spread evenly over the surface of the trench and in
DGGLWLRQJUDVVVHHGZDVDSSOLHGWRVSHHGXSWKHUHFRYHU\RIWKH¿HOG
The stripping took place on 30th June and 1st-XO\DQGWKHEDFN¿OOLQJWRRNSODFHRQnd and 23rd July.
As much of the stripped trench as possible was cleaned by hand, in some places more than once to expose and
GH¿QHIHDWXUHV$SDUWRIWKHVRXWKZHVWHUQVLGHRIWKHWUHQFKZDVQRWFOHDQHGGXHWRDODFNRIWLPHEXWWKLVDUHD

3ODWH%DFN¿OOLQJWKH
trench
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KDGEHHQFOHDUO\YLVLEOHGXULQJVWULSSLQJDQGLWZDVVHHQWKDWWKHUHZHUHQRPDMRUIHDWXUHVZLWKLQWKLVDUHD
2QFHIHDWXUHVKDGEHHQGH¿QHGWKHLURXWOLQHVZHUHSORWWHGRQZLWKDVXUYH\TXDOLW\7ULPEOH*OREDO3RVLWLRQLQJ
System (GPS) unit. As many features as possible were sampled by the hand excavation of sondages into or across
WKHP6PDOORUVLJQL¿FDQWIHDWXUHVZHUHKDOIVHFWLRQHGRURFFDVLRQDOO\IXOO\H[FDYDWHG)HDWXUHVLQWKHQRUWKHUQ
corner of the trench were prioritised for investigation as this had the highest density of features but as many as
possible elsewhere were sampled with large ditches being given the lowest priority. The timescale and nature
RI WKH SURMHFW PHDQW WKDW QRW HYHU\ IHDWXUH FRXOG EH VDPSOHG 7KH WUHQFK OLPLWV ZHUH PDSSHG XVLQJ WKH *36
equipment and it was also used to establish the height of the Temporary Bench Mark used to calculate levels,
which were taken using an automatic level, which the volunteers were trained to use.
Sondages were dug by hand by the volunteers with close monitoring by GAT staff. Photographs were taken using
a digital camera set to highest resolution in raw format. Although some recording was done by volunteers during
WKH¿UVWWZRZHHNVPRVWUHFRUGLQJZDVUHVHUYHGWRWKHODVWZHHNZKHQPRUHH[SHULHQFHGYROXQWHHUVKHOSHGZLWK
the hand drawing of plans (at 1:20 scale), sections (at 1:10 scale) and the writing of notes on proforma context
sheets.
$OO¿QGVZHUHUHWDLQHGDQGZKHUHWKH\ZHUHIURPWKH¿OORIDIHDWXUHRUVRQGDJHWKH\ZHUHUHFRUGHGE\FRQWH[W
QXPEHU :KHQ SDUWLFXODUO\ VLJQL¿FDQW ¿QGV ZHUH UHFRYHUHG ZLWKLQ RU EH\RQG IHDWXUHV WKH\ ZHUH JLYHQ WKUHH
dimensional locations using the Trimble GPS.
Bulk soil samples were taken from deposits containing charcoal for potential radiocarbon dating and analysis of
plant remains. Where the features were small they were sampled 100%, but from larger features 20 litres of soil
was taken.
No human remains were found.
&RQWH[WQXPEHUVVWDUWIURPZLWKDVVLJQHGWRXQVWUDWL¿HG¿QGV7KLVQXPEHULQJZDVDGRSWHGLQFDVH
another season of work might be carried out on the site, in which case that could use the numbering from 2001.
3KRWRJUDSK¿QGVDQGVDPSOHUHFRUGQXPEHUVDOOVWDUWIURP
The excavation ran from 4th to 21st -XO\  ZLWK PRUH LQH[SHULHQFHG YROXQWHHUV LQ WKH ¿UVW  ZHHNV DQG D
smaller team of experienced volunteers in the last week to complete recording. Three GAT staff were present
GXULQJWKH¿UVWWZRZHHNVDQGWZRVWDIIGXULQJWKHODVWZHHN
3.2. Metal-detector survey
As the trench was being mechanically stripped the exposed soil surface
was scanned with metal-detectors (plate 4). This was done once the
turf was removed and again when the topsoil had been removed. All
¿QGV ZHUH EDJJHG DQG ODEHOOHG DQG WKHLU SUHFLVH ORFDWLRQ UHFRUGHG
using a Trimble GPS unit.
When the trench was exposed down to natural or archaeological
levels the surface was scanned and any signals marked with white
labels marked to indicate iron or non-ferrous signals. This allowed
H[FDYDWRUV WR ORRN RXW IRU PHWDO REMHFWV ZKHQ WKH GHSRVLWV ZHUH
excavated by hand. The scanning of the open trench also resulted
in the discovery of a Roman coin within a clump of mud from a
ERRWRQDSDUWLFXODUO\ZHWDQGPXGG\GD\7KHFRQWH[WRIWKLV¿QG
ZDVORVWEXWDWOHDVWWKH¿QGLWVHOIZDVUHFRYHUHGZKLFKZRXOGKDYH
been impossible without the metal detector as the mud completely
obscured the coin. Regular checks of the spoil heap ensured no other
ORVVHVRILPSRUWDQW¿QGV

Plate 4. Volunteer metal-detecting the
ploughsoil in the trench

'XULQJWKHH[FDYDWLRQDWKRURXJKVHDUFKRIWKHUHVWRIWKH¿HOGZDV
FDUULHGRXW7KLVZDVVFDQQHGUHSHDWHGO\E\PHWDOGHWHFWRUVDQG¿QGV
ZLWKLQWKHSORXJKVRLOZHUHGXJXS9HU\UHFHQWREMHFWVZHUHGLVFDUGHG
EXW PRVW ¿QGV ZHUH FROOHFWHG DQG WKHLU ORFDWLRQV UHFRUGHG XVLQJ D
7ULPEOH *36 XQLW VR WKDW DOO ¿QGV KDYH DFFXUDWH WKUHH GLPHQVLRQDO
information.
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3.3. Report
7KLVUHSRUWSUHVHQWVWKHLQLWLDO¿QGLQJVRIWKHH[FDYDWLRQDQGSUHVHQWVSURSRVDOVIRUDQDO\VLVRI¿QGVDQGVDPSOHV
It includes a basic site narrative and outline plans of features.
$VWKHVLWHLVIDLUO\VLPSOHDQGWKHTXDQWLW\RI¿QGVZLWKWKHH[FHSWLRQRIPHWDO¿QGVDUHVPDOOLWLVSURSRVHGWR
QRWIROORZWKHXVXDOWZRVWDJHDSSURDFKWRSRVWH[FDYDWLRQZRUN1RUPDOO\WKH¿UVWVWDJHLQYROYHVDVVHVVLQJWKH
potential of the artefacts and samples then proposing further work to complete the post-excavation analysis. In this
FDVHWKHVHWZRSKDVHVDUHWREHFRQÀDWHGVRWKHUHZLOOQRWEHDQDVVHVVPHQWRISRWHQWLDOUHSRUWRQO\D¿QDOUHSRUW
The problem with this approach is that further work costs need to be estimated before the data is assessed. In most
FDVHVWKLVFDQEHGRQHTXLWHUHOLDEO\EXWWKHDVVHPEODJHRIPHWDOREMHFWVPLJKWLQFOXGHPRUHLWHPVRILPSRUWDQFH
that require conservation and illustration
As the current report contains the proposals for work right through to the end of the post-excavation stage it also
includes publication and archiving. This report is accompanied by an RA1 to be submitted to Cadw with costs for
WKHQH[W¿QDQFLDO\HDUWRFRPSOHWHWKLVZRUN
3.4. Public engagement
Volunteers
2QH RI WKH PDMRU REMHFWLYHV RI WKH SURMHFW ZDV WR SURYLGH WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU DV PDQ\ SHRSOH DV SRVVLEOH WR
experience working on a genuine archaeological excavation. The opportunity to volunteer was advertised by
contacting everyone on the GAT database of volunteers and those who previously expressed an interested in
volunteering, as well as the Friends of GAT. However a wider range of volunteers was sought by a piece in
the Daily Post requesting volunteers. This was extremely successful, attracting many applications from a wide
UDQJHRISHRSOH7KHSURMHFWZDVDOVRDGYHUWLVHGWKURXJK7KH*Z\QHGG9ROXQWHHU&HQWUHRQWKHLUZHEVLWH www.
volunteering-wales.net )OLHUVZHUHSURGXFHGDQGWKHVHZHUHGLVSOD\HGLQWKH&RPPXQLWLHV)LUVW2I¿FHDQGDWD
Volunteering Information Event held by Medrwn Môn at the Town Hall, Llangefni on 9th June 2016.
The response from potential volunteers was considerable. The deadline for applications was 17th June and
FRQ¿UPDWLRQRIWKHGD\VWKH\FRXOGZRUNZDVVHQWRXWRQth June. An attempt was made to accommodate as
many volunteers as possible, which meant limiting most volunteers to no more than 5 days. Initially 64 volunteers
were offered places on the excavation. A small number of these were experienced volunteers who had previously
worked on many GAT sites and two were metal-detectorists, but of most the volunteers had little or no experience.
Some volunteers offered places later cancelled and generally their time was covered by asking other volunteers
WRH[WHQGWKHLUKRXUVDOWKRXJKDVPDOOQXPEHURIDGGLWLRQDOYROXQWHHUVZHUHLQYLWHGWRMRLQWKHSURMHFW7KH¿QDO
WRWDOIRUYROXQWHHUVLQYROYHGLQWKHSURMHFWZDVWKHUHIRUHLQGLYLGXDOV LQFOXGLQJDVXSSRUWZRUNHUDWWHQGLQJ
with one volunteer). A total of 1387.5 hours were worked by volunteers during the excavation (including some
voluntary hours worked by Jane Kenney).
The volunteers were divided into age groups as shown in the table below.
Age group

No. of volunteers

16-17
18-25
26-30
31-40
41-49
50-59
60+
Total

4
6
4
6
6
8
22
56

As usual the largest proportion of the volunteers fell into the oldest age groups but 17.8% of the volunteers were
25 years old or under.
From 4th to 15th July the focus was on volunteers with little or no previous archaeological experience, although
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Plate 5. Volunteers undertaking the
LQLWLDOWURZHOOLQJRIWKHVLWH

3ODWH9ROXQWHHUH[FDYDWLQJIHDWXUH
>@

Plate 7. Volunteers excavating
VRQGDJHVWKURXJKGLWFK>@

Plate 8. Volunteers digging and
UHFRUGLQJIHDWXUHV

3ODWH9HU\KRWGU\
conditions

Plate 10. Wet conditions

Plate 11. Still smiling

some experienced volunteers also assisted. Volunteers generally started by learning trowelling techniques (plate 5)
then most were moved on to excavation of features (plates 6 and 7). Some also were given the opportunity to learn
drawing skills (plate 8) but the numbers involved meant that training in detailed recording for most people was not
possible as there were too few professional staff. All volunteers were given a full health and safety induction and
were closely monitored during excavation. The weather was generally favourable but work did continue through
both very hot dry weather (plate 9) and one day of wet and miserable weather (plate 10), and the volunteers are to
EHSUDLVHGIRUWKHLUGHWHUPLQDWLRQLQFRQWLQXLQJZRUNLQJZLWKDVPLOHHYHQZKHQFRQGLWLRQVZHUHGLI¿FXOW SODWH
11).
,QWKH¿QDOZHHN th to 21st July) a smaller team of experienced volunteers assisted GAT staff to complete the
excavation and recording. Some had done little planning and recording previously and training was given in these
skills.
During the stripping of the trench and while the excavation was underway a metal-detector survey of the soil in the
WUHQFKDQGRIWKHUHVWRIWKH¿HOGZDVXQGHUWDNHQE\H[SHULHQFHGPHWDOGHWHFWRULVWV7KLVWHDPFRQVLVWHGRI%HDYHU
Hughes, Neil Martins and Ian Harrison Brown with some assistance from Archie Gillespie.
Normally during an excavation such as this visits by children from local schools would be arranged. However
XQFHUWDLQWLHVDERXWWKHDYDLODELOLW\RIWKH*$72XWUHDFKRI¿FHUPHDQWWKDWVFKRROVZHUHQRWFRQWDFWHGXQWLOFORVH
the date of the dig. Three of the closest schools were contacted to ask if they would like to visit the site. These
were two primary schools (Ysgol y Graig and Ysgol Corn Hir) and the secondary school (Ysgol Gyfun). Due to
WKHSUR[LPLW\WRWKHHQGRIWHUPDQGGLI¿FXOWLHVLQDYDLODELOLW\RIVWDIIRQO\FKLOGUHQIURP<VJRO&RUQ+LUZHUH
able to visit the site. On 11th July 30 pupils from Ysgol Corn Hir attended the site and saw the archaeologists at
ZRUN7KH\DOVRVDZDQGGLVFXVVHGWKH¿QGVIURPWKHVLWH7KHVFKRROYLVLWZDVOHGE\5K\V0Z\Q SODWH 

3ODWH5K\V0Z\QGLVFXVVLQJ¿QGVIURPWKHVLWHZLWKFKLOGUHQIURP<VJRO&RUQ+LU
Open Day
An Open Day was held on the 17th -XO\ DOORZLQJ WKH SXEOLF WR YLVLW WKH VLWH 7KLV ZDV DGYHUWLVHG E\ ÀLHUV
GLVSOD\HGLQWKH&RPPXQLWLHV)LUVW2I¿FHDQGDWD9ROXQWHHULQJ,QIRUPDWLRQ(YHQWKHOGE\0HGUZQ Môn, through
contacting the Friends of GAT and previous volunteers, through the Daily Post and through a piece in Y Glorian,
the local Papur Bro for Llangefni. The latter was particularly effective at attracting local people. The event was
also mentioned on Welsh language radio.
3HRSOHZHUHUHTXLUHGWRERRNRQVSHFL¿FWRXUVVRWKDWQXPEHUVFRXOGEHSUHGLFWHGDQGFRQWUROOHGEXWLQHYLWDEO\
VRPHSHRSOHGLGWXUQXSRQWKHGD\ZLWKRXWERRNLQJDQGMRLQHGWKHQH[WDSSURSULDWHWRXU3DUNLQJZDVDUUDQJHG
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Plate 13. Dave Hopewell
describing the site to a tour

Plate 14. Welsh and English tours
running simultaneously on site

3ODWH,QVLGHWKHPDUTXHH

Plate 16. Having tea outside the old mill

in a County Council carpark to avoid too many cars travelling down the narrow lane to the site, but the Morgans
DOORZHGRQHRIWKHLU¿HOGVWREHXVHGIRUSDUNLQJIRUWKRVHXQDEOHWRZDON
There were 5 tours in English throughout the day and 3 tours in Welsh, one an unplanned addition due to the
number of people attending (plates 13 and 14). 151 people booked on tours and approximately 20 people turned up
without booking so about 170 people attended the event. A marquee held displays on the site and other sites in the
DUHDLQFOXGLQJVRPHRIWKH¿QGVIURPWKHVLWH SODWH 7KHGLVSOD\VZHUHELOLQJXDODQGDYROXQWHHUJHQHURXVO\
gave her time to translate the text into Welsh (this time is in addition to the excavation time listed above).
Julia Morgan set up a tea room in the old mill building opposite the site and her friends supplied numerous cakes
and sandwiches which were available in return for a donation to Digartref (a charity providing support for the
homeless in NW Wales). This provided refreshments for the Open Day visitors and raised well over £600 for the
FKDULW\7KH¿QHZHDWKHUPDGHLWYHU\SOHDVDQWWRVLWRQWKHODZQVXUURXQGHGE\ÀRZHUVKDYLQJWHD SODWH 
In addition to the Open Day a tour was arranged for the Talwrn Archaeology Group. Thirty members of the group
came on 4.30pm on 20th July to see the site and they were also able to view the displays created for the Open Day
DQGWRVHHVRPHRIWKHEHVW¿QGV
Website and blog
$ZHESDJHZDVVHWXSRQWKH*$7ZHEVLWHIRUWKHSURMHFWSURYLGLQJDIRFXVIRUHQTXLULHVDQGLQIRUPDWLRQ$EORJ
was maintained on the GAT website (http://www.heneb.co.uk/heddyrynys/blog.html) during the excavation so
that people could follow the progress of the dig. The blog was available in both English and Welsh with numerous
images. The information and photographs were also released on Facebook and Twitter.
3.5. Copyright
The copyright of this report is held by Cadw and Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Ltd. The maps are based on
Ordnance Survey mapping provided by the National Assembly for Wales with the permission of the Controller
RI+HU0DMHVW\¶V6WDWLRQDU\2I¿FH&URZQ&RS\ULJKW$OOULJKWVUHVHUYHG8QDXWKRULVHGUHSURGXFWLRQLQIULQJHV
Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. License No. 100017916 (2017).
Historic Mapping, reproduced here, is covered under Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group. All
rights reserved. Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Ltd., on behalf of Welsh Government 2017.
4.

RESULTS

'HWDLOHGGHVFULSWLRQVRIDOOFRQWH[WVDUHOLVWHGLQDSSHQGL[,,,6HH¿JXUHIRUWKHORFDWLRQRIWKHWUHQFKDQG¿JXUH
10 for the features within the trench.
4.1. Topsoil, ploughsoil and natural
The topsoil (1001) was a dark brown silt with occasional small stones and was about 0.15m deep. The ploughsoil
(1002) was a mid-brown clayey silt with a few stones, which was barely 0.05m deep in places at the northwestern end of the site, but reached about 0.2m deep at the eastern end. The natural sub-strata over the area of the
trench were very varied. In places patches of broken limestone bedrock were exposed, but much of the area was
FRYHUHGLQJODFLDOERXOGHUFOD\DQGJUDYHOV7KHERXOGHUFOD\ZKLFKFRYHUHGWKHPDMRULW\RIWKHVLWHZDVDSDOH
yellow silty clay containing small and medium stones, but this clay also appeared in occasional patches of grey
and red brown. Overlying the boulder clay in the northern corner of the trench was a red-brown gravel with clay
matrix (1057). This was up to 0.6m deep where its depth could be seen, though over most of the area it was much
shallower. It contained c.20% small stones with occasional medium stones up to 0.3m long, some of which lie
IDLUO\ÀDWDQGZHUHVXJJHVWLYHRIDUFKDHRORJLFDOIHDWXUHVEXWRQFORVHLQVSHFWLRQZHUHVHHQWREH¿UPO\HPEHGGHG
in the natural deposits. There were also patches of similar gravel in the eastern part of the trench.
Towards the western side of the trench was an orange-brown clayey silt with few stones (1079). This overlay
the boulder clay and appears similar to silt deposits, generally assumed to be post-glacial wind-blown loess, that
are seen in many areas on Anglesey. In the southern corner of the trench was an extensive deposit of dark greyEURZQVLOW  7KLVZDVQRWLQYHVWLJDWHGEXWSRVVLEO\ZDVWKHUHVXOWRIÀRRGLQJ¿OOLQJDKROORZLQWKLVDUHDRU
maintaining an area of boggy ground.
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4.2. Small ditched enclosures
7KHQRUWKHUQSDUWRIWKHVLWHZDVGLI¿FXOWWRXQWDQJOHDVPDQ\RIWKHLQWHUFXWWLQJIHDWXUHVKDGLGHQWLFDO¿OOVVR
LWZDVLPSRVVLEOHWRVHHZKHUHRQHIHDWXUHFXWDQRWKHU7KLVDQGWKHODFNRIWLPHWRGRPRUHWKDQMXVWVDPSOH
HDFKIHDWXUHPDGHLWGLI¿FXOWWRGHWHUPLQHH[DFWO\ZKDWZDVKDSSHQLQJKRZHYHULWZDVFOHDUWKDWWKHUHFWDQJXODU
HQFORVXUHLGHQWL¿HGE\WKHJHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\ZDVSUHVHQW ¿JXUH 7KLVZDVUHYHDOHGWREHDVKDOORZGLWFK
[1008] about 0.6m wide and up to 0.35m deep. This ran nearly north-south before turning a gently curving corner
to run west-south-west to east-north-east (plate 17). The northern end was lost in feature [1046] and the east-northHDVWHUQHQGSHWHUHGRXWEXWLWLVOLNHO\WKDWLWRULJLQDOO\MRLQHGDQRWKHUGLWFK>@UXQQLQJSHUSHQGLFXODUIURPWKH
south-south-east. This may well have continued as another small ditch [1125] cut by the larger ditch [1019] or by
SLW>@7KHMXQFWLRQRIWKHGLWFKHVZDVZKHUHWKHOLPHVWRQHVKRZHGWKURXJKDQGLWLVSRVVLEOHWKDWWKHGLWFKHV
ZHUHVKDOORZHUKHUHDQGGLGQRWFXWLQWRWKHURFNVRWUDFHVRIWKHMXQFWLRQKDYHEHHQORVW
'LWFK>@KDGDGDUNEURZQFOD\H\VLOW¿OO  EXWSDUWRILWVQRUWKHUQVWUHWFKDOVRFRQWDLQHGc. 30% large
angular and sub-angular stones up to 0.26m long (1070) (plate 18). The stones seemed to be randomly distributed
and not positioned to line the feature or form any structure. The northern side of this enclosure was confused by
ODWHUIHDWXUHVHVSHFLDOO\DVWRQH¿OOHGODQGGUDLQ>@DQGLWLVQRWFOHDUZKHWKHUGLWFK>@RULJLQDOO\KDGD
return on its northern side.
Ditch [1025] formed part of the feature seen as a sub-circular enclosure on the geophysics, but the slight anomalies
IRUPLQJWKHQRUWKHUQSDUWRIWKHFLUFOHZHUHVHHQWREHMXVWYDULDWLRQVLQWKHQDWXUDODQGQRVXEFLUFXODUIHDWXUHZDV
present. Ditch [1025] which was 0.5m wide and 0.18m deep where it was sampled (plate 19) ran north-north-west
to south-south-east before turning a corner at a wider angle than [1008] and running south-east before probably
EHLQJFXWE\>@:KHUHVDPSOHGLWV¿OO  ZDVDGDUNJUH\VLOW\ZLWKRFFDVLRQDOVWRQHVEXWIXUWKHUQRUWK
WKH¿OOFRQWDLQHGPRUHFOD\DQGKDGDSLQNUHGKXH
To the north of the eastern part of ditch [1025] was a short length of ditch [1023] (plate 20) which was almost
parallel to that part of [1025] and of very similar character being 0.48m wide and 0.1m deep. Its south-eastern
end was a fairly rounded terminus but it may merely have been rising up slightly and the rest of the ditch may
have been lost (plate 21). The north-western end was not investigated but possibly ran into a posthole indicated
by several fairly large stones. Other features in this area seemed to be later than [1025] although the sequence in
which the ditches cut each other was not closely investigated.
In the southern part of the site there was also a straight ditch that turned a rounded corner. This ditch [1039] was
DERXWPZLGHDQGPGHHS SODWHVWR ,WUDQIURPDZHOOGH¿QHGURXQGHGZHVWHUQWHUPLQDO SODWH 
VRXWKHDVWXQWLOLWWXUQHGDQHDWURXQGHGFRUQHUWRWKHQUXQVRXWKZHVWXQGHUWKHEDXON7KH¿OOZDVJHQHUDOO\D
dark grey-brown clayey silt with relatively few stones but in its south-western end where it went under the baulk
WKH¿OOFRQWDLQHGc.30% small and medium stones. These were randomly distributed and did not form a lining.
Running almost perpendicular to [1039] to the north, was another similar ditch [1037] (plate 25). This was about
0.38m wide and 0.18m deep and it did not quite touch ditch [1039]. Ditch [1037] ran roughly north-east then
curved very gradually towards the north-west and faded out in a confused and probably heavily eroded northern
HQG,WV¿OO  ZDVDGDUNJUH\EURZQFOD\H\VLOWYHU\VLPLODUWRWKDWRI>@EXWZLWKIHZVWRQHV
7KH GLWFKHV LQ WKH VRXWKHUQ SDUW RI WKH WUHQFK ZHUH DVVRFLDWHGZLWK RWKHU IHDWXUHV:LWKLQ WKH DUHD GH¿QHG E\
ditches [1037] and [1039] were two small pits ([1042] (plate 26) and [1101]), no more than 0.48m in diameter and
PGHHS7KHODWWHUKDGDFKDUFRDOULFK¿OO7KHUHZDVDOVRDVOLJKWO\FXUYLQJJXOO\>@PORQJDQGP
wide but only 0.06m deep where investigated. This may have been an animal burrow but it could have been related
to ditch [1039] which it did not quite reach.
Immediately north of [1037] was a small group of potential features. There was an area of very pale clay
(1117), which was probably part of the natural variation in the boulder clay (plate 27). Running though
this was an amorphous, URXJKO\ /VKDSHG YHU\ VKDOORZ IHDWXUH >@ 7KLV ZDV RQO\ EULHÀ\ LQYHVWLJDWHG
DQG PD\ KDYH EHHQ WUDFHV RI SORXJKLQJ UDWKHU WKDQ D GH¿QLWH IHDWXUH 7R WKH HDVW RI WKH SDOH FOD\ ZDV D
linear patch of brown clayey silt (1120) with some small stones and patches of charcoal. This was not
LQYHVWLJDWHG VR LW LV XQFHUWDLQ ZKHWKHU WKLV LV WKH ¿OO RI D IHDWXUH 2Q WKH ZHVWHUQ VLGH RI WKH SDOH FOD\ ZDV
D VPDOO YHU\ VKDOORZ SLW RU KROORZ >@ P LQ GLDPHWHU DQG P GHHS SODWH   ,WV ¿OO KDG D KLJK
proportion of charcoal. In the centre of the pale clay was a slight circular hollow, c.0.3m in diameter and
RQO\ P GHHS 7KLV ZDV DOPRVW HQWLUHO\ ¿OOHG ZLWK D FLUFXODU SHFNHG VWRQH REMHFW 6)   SODWH  
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Figure 10. Features revealed in the excavation
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Plate 17. Curving
FRUQHURQGLWFK>@

3ODWH6WRQ\¿OO  LQ
QRUWKHUQSDUWRIGLWFK>@

3ODWH6RQGDJHDFURVVGLWFK>@
showing the ditch running south-east until
SUREDEO\FXWE\GLWFK>@

3ODWH'LWFKHV>@DQG>@
with the area between them cleaned

3ODWH(DVWHUQWHUPLQDORIGLWFK>@

3ODWH:HVWHUQWHUPLQDORIGLWFK>@

3ODWH'LWFKHV>@DQG>@DV¿UVW
exposed during troweling

Plate 24. Sondage against baulk at southern
HQGRIGLWFK>@

3ODWH6RXWKHUQHQGRIGLWFK>@

3ODWH6PDOOSLW>@KDOIVHFWLRQHG

3ODWH$UHDRISDOHFOD\  ZLWKSRVVLEOHIHDWXUHV
>@DQG  DQGKROORZV>@DQG>@

3ODWH+DOIVHFWLRQRIVPDOOSLWKROORZ>@

3ODWH3HFNHGVWRQH 6) LQKROORZ>@

7KHQRUWKHUQHQFORVXUH>@KDGVHYHUDOSLWVDQGRWKHUIHDWXUHVZLWKLQLWEXWLWLVGLI¿FXOWWRGHWHUPLQHLIDQ\RI
these were related to the enclosure and they are described below.
4.3. Northern pits and ditches
The northern corner of the site contained numerous features. One of the most prominent was ditch [1019], about
1.4m wide, which ran roughly east-west through the northern part of the site. It was investigated in two sondages
DQG WKHVH ZHUH XS WR P GHHS 2QH VRQGDJH KDG D IDLUO\ 9VKDSHG SUR¿OH EXW WKH RWKHU ZDV PXFK PRUH
8VKDSHGVRWKHSUR¿OHRIWKHGLWFKVHHPVWREHYDULDEOHSRVVLEO\DVLWLVSDUWO\FXWWKURXJKOLPHVWRQH SODWHV
DQG 7KH¿OOZDVDEURZQFOD\H\VLOWZLWKVRPHVWRQHVYHU\VLPLODUWRWKH¿OOVRIRWKHUIHDWXUHVLQWKH
area. This led to confusion about the western end of this ditch. Here it was probably cut by two large pits but the
VLPLODULW\LQ¿OOVPDNHLWLPSRVVLEOHWRSURYHZKHWKHUWKHSLWVFXWWKHGLWFKRUvice versa. Feature [1055] seems
to have been a large pit possibly about 3m in diameter. A sondage dug into this showed that it was at least 1.2m
deep and the lowest part of the pit was not reached (plate 32). It had been cut through the fractured limestone
EHGURFNVRLWVRULJLQDOH[FDYDWLRQZRXOGKDYHEHHQDFRQVLGHUDEOHWDVN,WZDV¿OOHGE\OD\HUVRIEURZQFOD\H\
VLOWZLWKRFFDVLRQDOVWRQHVEXWQRHYLGHQFHRIUXEELVKRUDVKKDYLQJEHLQJGXPSHGLQWRLW,WVHHPVWRKDYH¿OOHG
JUDGXDOO\E\SORXJKVRLOHURGLQJLQWRLW$GMDFHQWWRWKLVZDVDQRWKHUSLW>@DOVRSRRUO\GH¿QHGEXWSUREDEO\
oval in plan, measuring about 3m by 4m. A sondage showed that this was about 0.7m deep and dug into gravel
and boulder clay (plate 33). The northern limit of this pit could not been seen in the deposits but is suggested by
WKHOLPLWRIWKHVWURQJVLJQDORQWKHJHRSK\VLFDOSORW ¿JXUH 
A pit of similar size (over 2.45m long by 1.9m wide and 0.85m deep) was located against the western baulk of
the trench (plate 34). This feature [1018] is probably part of an elongated oval pit as indicated by the geophysical
VLJQDODQGLVQRWWKHWHUPLQDORIDGLWFK%RWK>@DQG>@KDGXQLIRUPEURZQFOD\H\VLOW¿OOV3LW>@
did seem to have a step left in its eastern side, possibly for access.
North of [1018] was a feature that initially appeared to be the end of the ditch [1019]. It was not quite on the same
DOLJQPHQWEXWVHHPHGWREHMRLQHGWRLWE\EURZQGLWFK¿OO7KLVIHDWXUH>@ZDVVHFWLRQHGDJDLQVWWKHZHVWHUQ
EDXONRIWKHWUHQFK,QVHFWLRQLWKDGD9VKDSHGSUR¿OHZDVPDFURVVDQGPGHHS SODWH 7KHEDVH
of the feature was very narrow, appearing similar to an “ankle-breaker” typical of Iron Age defensive ditches.
However a close inspection of the geophysical plot suggests that this may have been a separate feature about
PORQJDOLJQHGQRUWKZHVWWRVRXWKHDVW ¿JXUH 6WRQHV  ZLWKLQWKHXSSHUSDUWRIWKLVIHDWXUHPD\
EHUHODWHGWRDGUDLQDJHIHDWXUHFRQQHFWHGWRDVWRQH¿OOHGODQGGUDLQ>@DQGWKLVJDYHWKHLPSUHVVLRQRQWKH
JURXQGRI>@MRLQLQJWKURXJKWRRWKHUIHDWXUHVLQWKLVDUHDDQGSRWHQWLDOO\WRGLWFK>@ SODWH ZKHUHDV
WKHJHRSK\VLFDOSORWVXJJHVWVWKDWLWZDVDVHSDUDWHIHDWXUH ¿JXUH 7KHUHZDVLQVXI¿FLHQWWLPHWRWKRURXJKO\
investigate the relationships between all the features in this area so this could not be established by excavation. If
this is a separate feature it appears more like the other large pits, although more linear in form, rather than a ditch
EXWLWVSUR¿OHUHPDLQVYHU\GLWFKOLNH
$VWRQH¿OOHGODQGGUDLQ>@UDQDFURVVWKHQRUWKHUQFRUQHURIWKHVLWH,WFXWWKURXJKDJURXSRISRWHQWLDOO\HDUO\
JXOOLHVDQGFXWWKH¿OORIDODUJHKROORZ>@,WPD\KDYHUXQWKURXJKWKHXSSHU¿OOVRI>@EXWQRFXWIRU
this drain could be seen in the section of this feature and the stones present were restricted to the surface, whereas
HOVHZKHUHWKHVWRQH¿OORIWKHGUDLQZDVIRXQGDWFRQVLGHUDEOHGHSWK,WSUREDEO\DOVRFXWWKURXJKWKHZHVWHUQHGJH
RISLW>@7KLVGUDLQKDVFDXVHGPXFKFRQIXVLRQLQPDNLQJIHDWXUHVKDUGWRGH¿QHRULQFXWWLQJWKHPRIIVR
that their original plan cannot be recorded. The drain was about 0.9m wide at the top but became narrow and steep
VLGHGORZHUGRZQ SODWH 7KHVWRQHV¿OOLQJLW  ZHUHXSWRPLQOHQJWKZLWKVRPHSODFHGRQHGJH
(plate 38). They included a piece of conglomerate of the sort used to make quern stones and a piece of fossilised
coral from the limestone. In some places, though, the stones used were much smaller, and the drain was poorly
GH¿QHGZKHUHLWFXWWKURXJKRWKHUIHDWXUHV
,QVLGHWKHDUHDGH¿QHGE\GLWFK>@WKHUHZHUHVHYHUDOVPDOOHUIHDWXUHV$VPDOOUHFWDQJXODUIHDWXUH>@
measuring 1.29 by 0.51m and 0.21m deep was the closest thing found to a grave (plate 39). Its size would mean
that it would have been for a child but there was no stone-lining or any other evidence of the use of this feature a
grave. It was aligned north-west to south-east rather than east-west but the alignment of early Christian graves is
variable and this was well within the usual variation. However it was not aligned on ditch [1008] and is not central
to this, making it highly unlikely to be a grave within a mortuary enclosure. It is also very unlikely that the only
grave within a mortuary enclosure would be a child’s grave. It is likely that feature [1034] was not a grave, had
some other function and was probably unrelated to ditch [1008].
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Figure 11. Detail of geophysical survey with outline of features overlaid
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Plate 32. Sondage into pit
>@

3ODWH6RQGDJHLQWRSLW>@

3ODWH+DOIVHFWLRQRISLW
>@

Plate 35. Section
RIVRQGDJHWKURXJK
IHDWXUH>@VKRZLQJ
9VKDSHGSUR¿OH

3ODWH2UWKRPRVDLFSURGXFHGIURPDODVHUVFDQPDGHE\$ODQ5REHUWVRI'707HFKQRORJLHV7KLVVKRZVWKH
VWRQHV  UXQQLQJHDVWIURPIHDWXUH>@

3ODWH6HFWLRQRIODQG
GUDLQ>@

3ODWH6WRQHV  
¿OOLQJODQGGUDLQ>@

3ODWH)HDWXUH>@
KDOIVHFWLRQHG

3ODWH3LW>@KDOI
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Plate 41. Hollow
>@KDOIVHFWLRQHG

Plate 42. Posthole
>@IXOO\H[FDYDWHG

3ODWH6WRQHV  
¿OOLQJSRVWKROH>@

Plate 44. StoneFDSSHGGUDLQ 

Plate 45. Section
through stone-capped
GUDLQ  VKRZLQJLWV
construction

Plate 46. Section along
trench baulk over
GUDLQ  VKRZLQJ
WKHVKDOORZQHVVRIWKH
ploughsoil

3ODWH*XOO\>@

3ODWH7KHHQGRI
JXOO\>@ZLWKJXOOLHV
>@DQG>@

3ODWH6ODEV  
SRVVLEO\IRUPLQJDVXUIDFH

3ODWH6XUIDFHRI
IHDWXUH>@H[SRVHG

3ODWH/DQGGUDLQ>@FXWWLQJ
WKURXJKVWRQ\VXUIDFH 

3ODWH3LW>@DQG
IHDWXUH>@

3ODWH6OLJKWJXOO\>@

A sub-oval pit [1032] measuring 1.7m by 1.4m and 0.44m deep was also located in this area. This had an uneven
EDVHZLWKDÀDWVKHOISRVVLEO\ZKHUHLWKDGKLWOLPHVWRQHDQGDGHHSHUKROORZRQWKHQRUWKHUQVLGH SODWH 7KH
sides did not seem steep enough for this to be a posthole and there were no post-packing stones or other evidence
that it might have held a post. To the east of this feature was a shallow hollow [1062] that may have been an area of
natural erosion but the erosion may possible have been caused by the use of the pit if it was repeatedly approached
from the eastern side (plate 41).
One feature that was almost certainly a posthole was [1009], which was a deep, steep sided oval cut, becoming
DOPRVWFLUFXODULQLWVEDVHZKLFKKDGDÀDWERWWRP SODWH 7KLVIHDWXUHPHDVXUHGPE\PDQGZDV
PGHHS,WZDV¿OOHGE\ODUJHVWRQHV  XSWRPORQJPDQ\RIZKLFKZHUHODLGÀDWZKLOHVRPHZHUH
VHWQHDUYHUWLFDOO\URXQGWKHHGJHRIWKHFXW7KHVWRQHVVHHPHGWRKDYHEHHQSODFHGWR¿OOWKHFXWDVFORVHO\DV
possible (plate 43). The stones were not packing stones as there was no room at all for a post, but the hole was
so steep sided and carefully dug that it seems unlikely that it was for any other purpose than as a posthole. It is
SURSRVHGWKDWWKHSRVWZKLFKPXVWKDYHEHHQDERXWPLQGLDPHWHUZDVUHPRYHGDQGWKHVWRQHXVHGWR¿OOWKH
hole as completely as possible.
Another possible posthole [1110] was located to the north-west. This was roughly circular and about 0.6m in
GLDPHWHUDQGDERXWPGHHS,WKDGVHYHUDOPHGLXPVL]HGVWRQHVZLWKLQLWVEURZQFOD\H\VLOW¿OOEXWQRWKLQJ
WKDWFRXOGEH¿UPO\LGHQWL¿HGDVSDFNLQJVWRQHV,WVEDVHZDVLUUHJXODUDQGWKHVLGHVQRWYHU\VWHHSVRLWZDVQRW
entirely convincing as a posthole. Both [1009] and [1110] were so close to the edges of the large pits [1028] and
[1055] that they could not have functioned as postholes while the pits were open and they must belong to different
phases of activity, with [1009] and [1110] possibly earlier than the pits.
In the very northern corner of the trench was the most complex group of features on the site. A shallow gully
[1076] ran almost straight north-south, with its northern end apparently cut by another feature [1092] which
IROORZHGLWVOLQHH[DFWO\DQGKHOGDVKDOORZVWRQHGUDLQ  7KHGUDLQZDVFRPSRVHGRIÀDWPDLQO\OLPHVWRQH
slabs as capstones resting on small side stones with only a narrow gap underneath for water (plates 44 and 45).
7KLVJDSZDVHQWLUHO\¿OOHGZLWKGDUNVLOW  7KLVGUDLQKDGEHHQFXWLQWRDYHU\FOHDQSLQNFOD\  DQGWKH
same clay (1040/1091) had been redeposited over some of the slabs, making the drain and especially its cut hard
WRORFDWH7KLVGUDLQPRUHFORVHO\UHVHPEOHGGUDLQVIRXQGLQ,URQ$JHURXQGKRXVHVWKDQDQ\¿HOGGUDLQDQGWKH
UHGHSRVLWHGFOD\FRXOGSRVVLEO\KDYHIRUPHGSDUWRIDFOD\ÀRRU+RZHYHUWKHGHSRVLWVLPPHGLDWHO\RYHUWKHGUDLQ
LQFOXGLQJFOD\  FRQWDLQHGSRVWPHGLHYDO¿QGV7KLVPD\EHH[SODLQHGE\WKHVKDOORZQHVVRIWKHWRSVRLODW
this point and the probability of mixing caused by ploughing and trampling when the soil is wet (plate 46).
$GMDFHQWWR>@ZDVDQRWKHUVKDOORZJXOO\>@ZLWKDGHHSHUVWHHSVLGHGVORW>@GXJDORQJLWVHDVWHUQ
side (plates 47 and 48). This slot contained occasional stones that might have been the remains of packing and
curved slightly to the west. These features were cut at their southern ends by the land drain [1058]. Also in this
FRUQHUZHUHRWKHUÀDWVODEV  DQG  WKDWGLGQRWVHHPWREHVHWLQDFXWDQGGLGQRWIRUPFDSVWRQHV
for a drain (plate 49). These seemed to form a surface, which partially covers what appeared to be a cut feature,
possibly a ditch [1086] (plate 50), but there was not time to investigate what this was. The slabs also had smaller
stones (1095) associated with them that may have formed part of the surface. It is probable that this surface was
continued to the south by layer (1065). This was a thin and eroded deposit of small stones embedded in the top of
WKHQDWXUDOFOD\ SODWH 7KHDQWKURSRJHQLFRULJLQRIWKHVHZDVFRQ¿UPHGE\RQHRIWKHVWRQHVEHLQJDFLUFXODU
REMHFWUHVHPEOLQJDQXQ¿QLVKHGVSLQGOHZKRUO 6) 7KLVVXUIDFHDQGWKHSRVVLEOHGLWFK>@ZHUHFXWE\WKH
land drain [1058] and a large hollow [1090].
In the very corner of the trench was a rather irregular pit [1078] measuring 1.2m by 1.0m and 0.3m deep (plate
52). This had some stones in its base but these were not deliberate enough to be certainly lining stones. Next to this
was a very slight circular hollow [1112] containing one stone set on edge and one piece of conglomerate. Running
IURPWKHVRXWKHUQVLGHRI>@ZDVDVOLJKWFXUYLQJJXOO\>@WKDWSURYHGGLI¿FXOWWRIROORZ SODWH 7KLV
KDGVRPHVWRQHVLQLWV¿OODQGUDQRYHUVRPHÀDWVWRQHVHPEHGGHGLQWKHQDWXUDO,WLVOLNHO\WKDWWKLVIHDWXUHZDV
DQDQLPDOEXUURZEXWLWFRXOGEHWKHVOLJKWUHPDLQVRIDPRUHVLJQL¿FDQWIHDWXUH
Part of the north-eastern side of the trench was taken up by what appeared to be a roughly oval hollow [1090],
ZKLFKFXWWKURXJKDOOWKHIHDWXUHVLQWKLVDUHDH[FHSWIRUWKHODQGGUDLQ>@WKDWZDVGXJWKURXJKWKH¿OORI
WKHKROORZ7KHHGJHVRIWKHKROORZZHUHFOHDQHGXSDQGGH¿QHGRQWKHQRUWKZHVWHUQDQGVRXWKZHVWHUQVLGHV
and partially investigated with small sondages that showed them to be fairly gradually sloping and the base to
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3ODWH'LWFKRUIXUURZ>@

3ODWH6PDOOSRVWKROH>@

3ODWH%RXQGDU\GLWFK>@

be at least 0.26m deep, but probably much deeper towards the middle of the feature. The south-eastern side was
REVFXUHGE\DOD\HURISORXJKVRLO  ZKLFKWKHUHZDVQRWVXI¿FLHQWWLPHWRUHPRYH7KHJHRSK\VLFVVKRZV
a dark anomaly in this area that may relate to the deeper parts of the hollow and it is suggested that this feature
LVDERXWPORQJ ¿JXUH 7KHZD\WKDWWKLVIHDWXUHWUXQFDWHVRWKHUIHDWXUHVLQWKHDUHDVXJJHVWVWKDWLWLVD
deliberately dug feature rather than a natural hollow.
All features along this north-eastern side of the trench were initially obscured by a slightly thicker deposit of
ploughsoil than occurred over the rest of this part of the trench, although this deposit was never more than 0.1m
deep. In the northern corner it was recorded as (1005) and (1006) and over [1090] as (1016). In all cases it was
UHODWLYHO\ULFKLQ¿QGVLQFOXGLQJSRVWPHGLDHYDOSRWVKHUGVDQGLURQREMHFWVZKLFKSUHVXPDEO\FROOHFWHGLQWKLV
slight slope down from the higher gravelly deposits.
Running south from this northern corner were two other slight ditches. Running south from pit [1018] was a
VWUDLJKWYHU\VOLJKWIHDWXUH>@$WLWVQRUWKHUQHQGLWZDVIDLUO\UHJXODUZLWKYHU\JHQWO\VORSLQJVLGHVDQGDÀDW
EDVHUDWKHUFRQIXVHGE\URRWVLQSODFHVEXWIXUWKHUVRXWKLWZDVPRUHLUUHJXODUDQGSRRUO\GH¿QHG$WLWVGHHSHVW
LWZDVRQO\PGHHSDQGLWIDGHGRXWDWLWVVRXWKHUQHQGKRZHYHUDQHYHQPRUHSRRUO\GH¿QHGIHDWXUH>@
roughly continued its line further south after a gap. Feature [1013] was little more than an area of root disturbance
DQGLWZDVYHU\GLI¿FXOWWRGH¿QHHGJHV,WLVOLNHO\WKDWWKHVHWZRIHDWXUHVZHUHSDUWRIVRPHNLQGRIERXQGDU\
EXWRQHGH¿QHGE\DEURDGIXUURZUDWKHUWKDQDGLWFK5RRWRUDQLPDOGLVWXUEDQFHVHHPVWRKDYHIXUWKHUFRQIXVHG
DQRULJLQDOO\VOLJKWIHDWXUH7KLVIHDWXUHUDQSDUDOOHOWRDVOLJKWO\EHWWHUGH¿QHGOLQHDUIHDWXUHMXVWYLVLEOHZKHUHLW
appeared from under the north-western side of the trench. This feature [1030] was over 6m long and up to 0.25m
GHHS7KHVLGHVZHUHIDLUO\ZHOOGH¿QHGDQGWKHEDVHZDVJHQHUDOO\ÀDWEXWZLWKVRPHKROORZVLQLWDQGWKLVFRXOG
also be a furrow rather than a ditch (plate 54). It cut through a shallow hollow [1097], which is probably natural.
%HWZHHQ>@DQG>@ZDVDVPDOOSRVWKROH>@PHDVXULQJPE\PDQGPGHHS,WV¿OOZDV
stony but there were no obvious packing stones (plate 55).
4.4. Ditches and other features elsewhere on the site
Running across the eastern corner of the trench was a broad ditch about 2.4m wide [1116] (plate 56). The brown
FOD\H\VLOW¿OOFRQWDLQHGIHZVWRQHVEXWWKHUHZDVDJURXSRIVWRQHVRQWKHHDVWHUQVLGHRIWKHGLWFK'LWFK>@
ZDVQRWLQYHVWLJDWHGEXWLVW\SLFDORIDPDMRU¿HOGERXQGDU\GLWFK7KLVFXWWKURXJKZKDWDSSHDUHGWREHDVWUDLJKW
ditch running north-west to south-east [1121]. On the other side of [1116] this ditch probably continued as [1122],
which appeared to cut through the end of ditch [1025]. Ditch [1122] was probably a continuation of [1083], a
GLWFKZLWKD9VKDSHGSUR¿OHDERXWPGHHSWKDWDSSHDUHGWRKDYHDIDLUO\VTXDUHZHVWHUQWHUPLQDO SODWHV
57 and 58). Ditch [1122] seems to have been cut by another ditch [1123]. This relationship was not very clear
EXWUHGGLVKFOD\OXPSVLQWKH¿OORI>@LQGLFDWHGWKDWWKLVFRQWLQXHGWKURXJK>@'LWFK>@DSSHDUHG
to continue into a narrow slot investigated by sondages. This slot [1088] was c.0.4m wide and up to 0.2m deep.
It curved round towards the north and terminated in an area that was not fully investigated (plates 57 and 58).
)XUWKHUH[FDYDWLRQZRXOGKDYHEHHQQHFHVVDU\WREHFHUWDLQZKLFKRIWKHVHIHDWXUHVMRLQHGWRJHWKHUDQGZKDWWKH
relationships between them were.
Three ditches were located in the south-eastern corner of the trench ([1048], [1103], and [1105]) with only [1048]
investigated. The small sondage dug through this revealed it to be very shallow, only 0.08m deep and about 0.7m
wide. A small sub-circular patch of charcoal [1124] in the eastern corner of the site was not investigated.
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3ODWH6HFWLRQWKURXJKGLWFKHV>@DQG>@

3ODWH3DUWVRIGLWFKHV>@DQG>@IXOO\H[FDYDWHG

4.5. Finds
6XPPDU\RI¿QGV
Object type

No of
items

Bone
2
Ceramic (post medieval)
112
Ceramic (possibly Ro7
man)
Flint and chert
31
Copper alloy
63
Iron
100
Lead
36
8QLGHQWL¿HGPHWDO
2
Pewter
1
Silver
1
Slag
6
Other stone
9
6HHDSSHQGL[,IRUDPRUHGHWDLOHGOLVWRI¿QGV

3ODWH5RPDQEURRFKDQGSLQ

7KHPDMRULW\RIWKH¿QGVDUHPHWDOREMHFWVDQGWKHPRVWRIWKRVHFDPHIURPWKHPHWDOGHWHFWLQJVXUYH\2QO\
 PHWDO REMHFW FDPH IURP D GHSRVLW WKDW ZDV QRW WRSVRLO RU SORXJKVRLO 0XFK RI WKH SRVW PHGLHYDO SRWWHU\ LV
IURPSORXJKVRLORUXQVWUDWL¿HGFRQWH[WVDQGHYHQVRPHRIWKHSRVVLEO\5RPDQSRWWHU\ZDVSLFNHGXSIURPWKH
SORXJKVRLOGXULQJWKHPHWDOGHWHFWLQJVXUYH\$OOPHWDOGHWHFWHG¿QGVDQGVLJQL¿FDQWSRWWHU\IURPWKHSORXJKVRLO
have been located with 3D coordinates so that they can be related to features in the area and their distribution can
be studied.
7KHPRVWLPSRUWDQW¿QGVLQFOXGHD5RPDQFRSSHUDOOR\EURRFKDQGSLQ SODWH DOHDGVSLQGOHZKRUOUHFRYHUHG
by metal-detecting (plate 60) and a Roman coin (plate 61).

Plate 61. Roman coin

3ODWH)OLQWVFUDSHU

Plate 60. Roman lead
spindlewhorl
2QHLPSRUWDQW¿QGZDVXQIRUWXQDWHO\ORVW7KLVZDVDVPDOOFRSSHUDOOR\FRLQIURPWKHORZHUSORXJKVRLO  
above the stone slabs (1067). After discovery the coin was dropped in the grass and could not be found again
despite the use of metal-detectors. On initial inspection the coin appeared to be medieval.
6RPHRIWKHPHWDO¿QGVDUHRI5RPDQGDWHDQGLWLVOLNHO\WKDW[UD\VRIWKHLURQREMHFWVZLOOUHYHDORWKHUVLJQL¿FDQW
¿QGV
The post-medieval pottery assemblage is small and unlikely to be very informative but requires recording. There
LVDVPDOOTXDQWLW\RIVODJEXWVRPHRIWKHSLHFHVDSSHDUWREHIXUQDFHOLQLQJVRLWVSUHVHQFHPD\EHVLJQL¿FDQW
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7KHUHLVDVPDOOEXWVLJQL¿FDQWDVVHPEODJHRIÀLQWDQGFKHUWPRVWRIZKLFKLVVPDOOGHELWDJHRUVWUXFNSHEEOHV
EXWLWGRHVLQFOXGHRQH¿QHVFUDSHU SODWH 7KHRWKHUVWRQHREMHFWVDUHDPRQJVWWKHPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWDVWKHUH
DUHWZRSRVVLEOHKRQHVWRQHVRQHIURPWKHUHFWDQJXODUHQFORVXUH>@DQGDSRVVLEOHXQ¿QLVKHGVSLQGOHZKRUO
from the cobbled surface (1065).
4.6. Samples
Only a small number of contexts contained charcoal or the possibility of small artefacts so only seven bulk soil
VDPSOHVZHUHWDNHQ7KHVHZHUHIURPWKH¿OOVRIGLWFKHV>@DQG>@EHFDXVHVODJKDGEHHQUHFRYHUHGE\
KDQG IURP WKHVH IHDWXUHV DQG WKH VDPSOHV FRXOG WHVW IRU WKH SUHVHQFH RI ¿QH PHWDOZRUNLQJ GHEULV7KH RWKHU
VDPSOHVZHUHWDNHQIURPFKDUFRDOULFKGHSRVLWVH[FHSWRQHIURPWKHSULPDU\¿OORIIHDWXUH>@ZKLFKKDG
VRPH ÀHFNV RI FKDUFRDO EXW ZDV ZRUWK VDPSOLQJ LQ FDVH DQ\ PDWHULDO VXLWDEOH IRU GDWLQJ FRXOG EH UHFRYHUHG
Details of the samples are given in appendix II.
7KHEXONVRLOVDPSOHVZHUHSURFHVVHGWKURXJKDÀRDWDWLRQWDQNXVLQJDPHVKVL]HRIPLFURQVWRFDSWXUHWKH
ÀRDWLQJIUDFWLRQ7KHKHDY\UHVLGXHZDVZHWVLHYHGWKURXJKDPHVKRIPLFURQV%RWKWKHÀRWVDQGWKHUHVLGXH
ZHUHGULHGDQGWKHÀRWVZHUHEDJJHGXSIRUVSHFLDOLVWDVVHVVPHQW7KHUHVLGXHZDVVRUWHGE\KDQGWRUHFRYHU
remaining ecofacts and any small artefacts. All the samples were checked with strong magnets to collect any
PDJQHWLFGHEULVSDUWLFXODUO\PHWDOZRUNLQJGHEULV7KH¿QGVKDYHEHHQLQFOXGHGLQWKHOLVWRI¿QGVIURPWKHVLWH
and in the recommendations for assessment.
4.7. Site records
Context sheet
Context register
Digital photographs
Site drawings
Photo record sheets
Drawing sheet register
Drawing register
Finds register
Sample register

117 sheets
5 sheets
¿OHV
41 drawings on 10 sheets
9 sheets
1 sheet
3 sheets
4 sheets
1 sheet
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5.

DISCUSSION

Figure 12
5.1. Possible Romano-British settlement
7KHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRIWKHDUFKDHRORJ\UHYHDOHGDQGH[FDYDWHGDW+HGG\U<Q\VLVPDGHGLI¿FXOWE\WKHVFDUFLW\RI
GDWLQJHYLGHQFHIURPWKHIHDWXUHVWKHPVHOYHVDQGWKHGLI¿FXOW\LQLGHQWLI\LQJVWUDWLJUDSKLFUHODWLRQVKLSVZKHUHWKH
¿OOVRIPDQ\RIWKHIHDWXUHVDUHLQGLVWLQJXLVKDEOH,WLVKRSHGWKDWVWXG\RIWKH¿QGVPD\KHOSLQJLYLQJDWOHDVWDQ
LGHDRIWKHSHULRGVRIDFWLYLW\RYHUWKHVLWHZLWKWKHGLVWULEXWLRQRI¿QGVIURPWKHWRSVRLOSHUKDSVSURYLGLQJVRPH
indication of the focus of activity of that date below. Radiocarbon dates may give some general assistance but so
few features produced datable material that the problem will not be solved through radiocarbon dating.
7KHJHRSK\VLFDOVXUYH\SURYLGHVYHU\XVHIXODGGLWLRQDOLQIRUPDWLRQWRKHOSLQWHUSUHWZKDWZDVH[FDYDWHG ¿JXUH
11). The interpretations given below are preliminary and will perhaps prove impossible to demonstrate securely
even once the post-excavation analysis has been completed.
Although not conclusive there is some evidence of other features cutting parts of the two rectangular enclosures
([1008] and [1025]) in the northern part of the site suggesting that these are early in the sequence of the activity.
Other features in the northern corner of the trench suggestive of occupation are also in places cut by later features.
It is therefore tentatively proposed that the earliest activity on the site was occupation associated with small
paddocks. This may have been part of a much larger defended area. The geophysical survey shows a clear linear
DQRPDO\UXQQLQJQRUWKQRUWKHDVWWRVRXWKVRXWKZHVWMXVWZHVWRIWKHOLPLWVRIWKHWUHQFK7KLVZDVQRWLQYHVWLJDWHG
in the excavation because it was interpreted on the original survey as a geological signal. The excavation has
shown the signal to be exactly the same as genuine features such as ditch [1019] and the several large pits in the
area. This supports that idea that this anomaly is a ditch. There is a gap in this feature at least 2m wide and each
side of the gap is a large circular anomaly. It is suggested that this gap represents an entrance through the ditch
and that the circular anomalies are large postholes that would have supported a gate. This can only be tested by
excavation but this is a reasonable interpretation of the geophysical evidence. The occupation features lie northHDVWRIWKHHQWUDQFHDQGWKHUHFWDQJXODUHQFORVXUH>@OLHVMXVWLQVLGHLWEXWQRWEORFNLQJLW,WLVSURSRVHGWKDW
DOO WKHVH IHDWXUHV DUH URXJKO\ FRQWHPSRUDU\7KH SUHVHQFH RI VRPH 5RPDQ SHULRG ¿QGV HVSHFLDOO\ WKH FRSSHU
alloy brooch found in the topsoil close to the capped drain (1066), leads to the suggestion that this early activity
is of Roman period but the character of the features suggests an Iron Age heritage and that this may have been a
Romano-British settlement.
The capped drain (1066) might be expected to run inside a roundhouse. The slot [1072] could possibly be the
wall slot for a ring-groove roundhouse but its relationship to the other features suggests that it is also an internal
drain or gully. It is tempting to see the slabs (1067) and (1094) as the stone base for a clay wall but they do not
IRUPDOLQHWKDWFDQEHHDVLO\LQWHUSUHWHGDVDZDOODQGDUHPRUHOLNHO\WREHDÀRRUVXUIDFHLQVLGHDEXLOGLQJ
Whether the cobbles (1065) represent a surface inside or outside a building is hard to determine, but the possible
XQ¿QLVKHGVSLQGOHZKRUOIRXQGHPEHGGHGLQ  DGGVVXSSRUWWRWKLVVXUIDFHEHLQJUHODWHGWRD5RPDQR%ULWLVK
settlement. How the small gully or ditch [1126] relates to this is also unclear due to the extent of damage caused
E\ODWHUIHDWXUHVLQWKLVDUHDEXWLWLVWKHRQO\IHDWXUHWKDWFRXOGSRVVLEO\EHLQWHUSUHWHGDVDGUDLQDJHJXOO\GH¿QLQJ
WKHRXWVLGHRIDURXQGKRXVH,WVLGHQWL¿FDWLRQDVVXFKLVIDUIURPFHUWDLQHVSHFLDOO\DVWKHVKRUWOHQJWKH[SRVHG
appears straight rather than curving. Clay-walled roundhouses frequently leave internal features with no trace of
the wall itself, and often have stone-capped drains, so this might be proposed as an interpretation of the features
LQWKLVQRUWKHUQFRUQHURIWKHWUHQFK7KHVWURQJHVWDUJXPHQWDJDLQVWWKLVLVWKHUHODWLYHO\PRGHUQ¿QGVUHFRYHUHG
from immediately over the drain, including from some of the redeposited clay that could have formed part of a
ÀRRU7KHUHVSRQVHWRWKLVLVWKDWWKHFDSSLQJRIWKHGUDLQOLHVRQO\PEHORZWKHSUHVHQWVXUIDFHRIWKHJURXQG
and the clay that it is cut into would lead this area to be particularly waterlogged. The introduction of intrusive
material by ploughing and trampling wet ground might therefore be considered to be likely.
It is possible that the features [1034] and [1032] and even the postholes [1009] and [1110] might be associated
with the early phase of activity but there is no way to prove this. If this was the case then the rectangular enclosure
might have been an annexe to a roundhouse in which activities took place.
The similarity of the gullies [1037] and [1039] to [1008] and [1025] suggest that these may also be roughly
contemporary. If so the small pits and other activity in this area may also belong to this early phase of activity. It
may be possible to test this as some of the features have been sampled and contain charcoal which may include
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pieces suitable for radiocarbon dating.
5.2. Ditch [1019], other ditches and pits
The length and nature of ditch [1019] is problematic. During the excavation it was considered that [1019] and
[1046] could be part of the same ditch, although this would require it to wander a little. The differences in depth
DQGSUR¿OHDUJXHDJDLQVWWKLVDV>@ZKHUHVDPSOHGZDVQRPRUHWKDQPGHHSDQG>@ZDVP
GHHS7KHODWWHUIHDWXUHDOVRKDGDSURQRXQFHG9VKDSHGSUR¿OHZKHUHDVRQHVHFWLRQWKURXJK>@ZDVGLVWLQFWO\
U-shaped, even if the other was rather more V-shaped. Consideration of the features in plan and particularly a
close inspection of the geophysics makes it likely that they were not parts of the same feature and that [1046]
was not a ditch but an elongated pit, although how its very narrow, ankle-breaker base, worked in a pit is not
FOHDU7KHIDLUO\VWUDLJKWQRUWKHUQVLGHRIWKHFRPELQHG¿OOVRIIHDWXUHV>@>@DQG>@VXJJHVWVWKDW
ditch [1019] probably continued as far of pit [1028] where most of it was cut away. It was probably also cut by
pit [1055], but this did not entirely cut away the northern side of the ditch. The geophysical survey shows a slight
DQRPDO\FRQWLQXLQJZHVWRISLW>@ZKLFKPD\EHWKHGLWFKFRQWLQXLQJ&OHDUHGJHVZHUHIROORZHGMRLQLQJ
[1046] through to the presumed end of the land drain [1058] but the depth and nature of this feature was not
H[SORUHG,WVHHPVSRVVLEOHWKDWLWLVWKHFRQWLQXDWLRQRIWKHODQGGUDLQEXWLIVRLWVKRXOGKDYHFXWWKURXJKWKH¿OOV
RI>@DQGEHHQYLVLEOHLQWKHVHFWLRQRIWKLVIHDWXUHV\HWQRWKLQJLGHQWL¿DEOHDVDVWRQH¿OOHGGUDLQZDVVHHQ
and considering the size and density of the stones elsewhere it would be hard to miss. If ditch [1019] did continue
it must have curved quite sharply to the west at its north-western end. The geophysical plot also shows a distinct
HQGWRIHDWXUH>@WKDWGRHVQRWMRLQLQWRDQ\RIWKHRWKHUDQRPDOLHV:KDWH[DFWO\KDSSHQVLQWKHDUHDEHWZHHQ
pit [1028] and feature [1046] can therefore not be explained from current evidence but it seems likely that this
is not a continuation of ditch [1019]. It is probable that [1046] cut away the end of ditch [1008] which may have
RULJLQDOO\FXUYHGWRMRLQWKHGLWFKVKRZQDVDJHRSK\VLFDODQRPDO\RXWVLGHWKHWUHQFK
The other ditches are presumably agricultural boundaries or drainage with at least two phases of ditches suggested.
7KHGDWHRIWKHVHLVXQFHUWDLQ'LWFK>@LVODUJHHQRXJKWRVXJJHVWWKHGLWFKHGERXQGDU\WRDQHQFORVHG¿HOG
but the map evidence currently available does not suggest a boundary in this location. The evidence from the
GRFXPHQWDU\ UHFRUGV IRU DQ RSHQ ¿HOG RYHU WKLV DUHD VXJJHVWV WKDW PHGLHYDO ¿HOGV ZRXOG QRW KDYH HQFORVHG
ERXQGDULHVDOWKRXJKIXUORQJVZLWKLQWKHRSHQ¿HOGZRXOGSUREDEO\KDYHEHHQGH¿QHGE\GLWFKHV,QVXI¿FLHQW
evidence was gathered to demonstrate whether these ditches were medieval or post medieval in date.
The large pits that probably, although not certainly, cut ditch [1019] were almost certain of post medieval date.
7KH\DOOSURGXFHGDVPDOOQXPEHURISRVWPHGLHYDOSRWVKHUGVPDLQO\IURPWKHXSSHU¿OOVRIWKHSLWVEXWSLW
>@ZKLFKZDVPRVWH[WHQVLYHO\H[FDYDWHGSURGXFHGVKHUGVIURPWKURXJKRXWLWV¿OO
The function of these pits is unknown. They seem not to have been for digging clay or gravel as they did not target
good sources of either and pit [1055] was largely dug through limestone. They do not seem to have contained
UXEELVKDVWKHDPRXQWRI¿QGVIURPWKHPZDVVPDOO,IGRPHVWLFUXEELVKKDGEHHQGXPSHGLQWKHPDQLPDOERQH
would almost certainly have been included and the presence of limestone on the site would have caused the
preservation of any bone, yet none was found in these pits. Neither was there any charcoal or ash or other debris.
As pit [1055] was over 1.2m deep this represents a considerable effort. There is a slight possibility that this feature
was not an anthropogenic pit but a natural sink hole in the limestone. However the presence of [1028] and [1018],
which were dug through clay and gravel and could not have been sink holes, suggests that this is not the answer.
6.

RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1. Finds
Metal-working debris
The metal-working assemblage is small with 8 pieces of slag or possible slag, mainly from ditch [1039] and very
small amounts of hammerscale recovered from wet sieved soil samples. Some of the pieces of slag resemble
furnace lining are included in the assemblage that may indicate working nearby, although the small quantity of
material would argue against this. The assemblage will be assessed by Tim Young of GeoArch.
Flint and stone objects
7KHUHDUHLWHPVRIÀLQWFKHUWRUFU\VWDOTXDUW]PDQ\RIZKLFKDUHGHELWDJH7KHVHUHTXLUHDEDVLFUHSRUWZKLFK
ZLOOEHXQGHUWDNHQE\*HRUJH6PLWK7KHVFUDSHULVZRUWKLOOXVWUDWLQJ7KHRWKHUVWRQHREMHFWVZLOODOVREHVWXGLHG
E\*HRUJH6PLWKDQGWKHWZRSRVVLEOHKRQHVWRQHVDQGWKHXQ¿QLVKHGVSLQGOHZKRUOZLOOEHLOOXVWUDWHG
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Metal objects
,WLVEHVWSUDFWLFHWR[UD\DOOLURQREMHFWVDQGLQWKLVFDVHWKLVFRXOGEHDQLPSRUWDQWSURFHVVDVLWLVOLNHO\WR
LGHQWLI\HDUO\REMHFWVWKDWFDQQRW EH LGHQWL¿HGGXH WR WKHH[WHQW RI FRUURVLRQ7KLV SURFHVV PLJKWEH H[SHFWHG
WRLQFUHDVHWKHQXPEHURI5RPDQDQGPHGLHYDO¿QGVLGHQWL¿HG7KLVZRXOGEHGRQHE\3KLO3DUNHVRI&DUGLII
&RQVHUYDWLRQ6HUYLFHV6LJQL¿FDQWLURQREMHFWVZRXOGWKHQUHTXLUHFRQVHUYDWLRQWRVWDELOLVHWKHPIRUDUFKLYLQJ
7KHH[DFW¿QGVWRUHTXLUHFRQVHUYDWLRQZLOOQRWEHNQRZQXQWLOWKH\KDYHEHHQ[UD\HGDQGVWXGLHG7KHH[WHQWRI
cleaning required would also have to be determined. The conservation would also be carried out by Phil Parkes.
6RPHRIWKHFRSSHUDOOR\REMHFWVZLOODOVRUHTXLUHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGWKHVHZLOOEHLGHQWL¿HGLQWKHLQLWLDODVVHVVPHQW
The Roman brooch is in quite poor condition and is clearly in need of conservation.
4XLWD 0RXOG RI %DUELFDQ 5HVHDUFK$VVRFLDWHV ZLOO FDUU\ RXW DQ DVVHVVPHQW RI DOO WKH PHWDO REMHFWV 6KH ZLOO
SURYLGHDEDVLFUHFRUGRIDOOWKHPHWDO¿QGVDVSDUWRIWKHDVVHVVPHQWSURFHVVDQGZLOOUHFRPPHQGWKRVHWKHQHHG
more detailed recording and illustration.
The assessment will comprise:
x XSGDWHRISURYLVLRQDO¿QGLGHQWL¿FDWLRQVDVQHFHVVDU\
x

VHOHFWLRQRI¿QGVVLJQL¿FDQWWRWKHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQRIWKHVLWHRURILQWULQVLFPHULW

x

selection of items for any investigative conservation that may be required

x

DEDVLFUHFRUGRIDOOWKHPHWDO¿QGVIRUWKHVLWHDUFKLYH

6KHZLOOWKHQSURYLGHDVXPPDU\WH[WWRLQIRUPWKHVLWHQDUUDWLYHDQGIRUXVHLQWKH¿QDOSXEOLFDWLRQ
Post-medieval pottery
There are 112 sherds of post-medieval pottery including pieces of clay pipes. Jonathan Goodwin of Stoke-onTrent City Renewal Services will catalogue and describe the pottery.
Roman pottery
There are 7 sherds of pottery (including one from the 2012 metal-detecting survey) that may be of Roman date.
7KHVHZLOOEHVWXGLHGE\*LOO'XQQIUHHODQFH5RPDQSRWWHU\VSHFLDOLVWWRFRQ¿UPWKHLUGDWHDQGRULJLQV
Bone
There is one bone and one fragment of tooth as well as a small quantity of tiny burnt bone fragments. The
assemblage is so small that the information that it can contain is limited but Sian James will identify to species
WKRVHSLHFHVWKDWDUHODUJHHQRXJKIRULGHQWL¿FDWLRQDQGZLOOFDWDORJXHWKHDVVHPEODJH
6.2. Charcoal and charred plant remains
7KHUHDUHVDPSOHVRIFKDUUHGSODQWUHPDLQVWKDWKDYHDOUHDG\EHHQSURFHVVHGE\ÀRDWDWLRQXVLQJDPLFURQ
mesh. These samples will be analysed by Rosalind McKenna, and she will also select items for radiocarbon dating
in consultation with Jane Kenney to identify suitable species from appropriate contexts. It is assumed that the
samples will require no more than assessment level analysis, but if something of particular interest is found full
analysis may be required of one or more of the samples.
6.3. Radiocarbon dates
7KHQXPEHURIUDGLRFDUERQGDWHVWKDWFDQEHREWDLQHGLVOLPLWHGE\WKHDYDLODELOLW\RIVXLWDEOHPDWHULDOLQWKHÀRWV
However the main limit is the number of samples taken. Few of the features contained charred material so only 7
EXONVRLOVDPSOHVZHUHWDNHQ2IWKHVHRQHIURPWKHEDVDO¿OORIIHDWXUH>@FRQWDLQVKDUGO\DQ\FKDUFRDODQG
is unlikely to produce suitable dating material. Two samples are from different parts of the same gully and only
one would be dated. It is therefore likely that 5 of the samples would be considered for dating with two dates to
be obtained from each sample to check for contamination and mixing, giving a maximum of 10 dates. However
VRPHRIWKHIHDWXUHVDUHLVRODWHGDQGRIOLPLWHGYDOXHIRUGDWLQJDQGWKHFRVWRIGDWHVLVKDUGWRMXVWLI\ZKHQWKLV
will lead to only a general indication of the date of some of the activity on site. It is therefore proposed to choose 3
samples to be dated with 2 dates each depending on the charred material available in them and their importance to
the interpretation of the site. This will give 6 radiocarbon dates for the site. If these all appear similar or otherwise
VXJJHVWWKDWPRUHGDWLQJZRXOGEHZRUWKZKLOHWKHQDGGLWLRQDOGDWHVZLOOEHSURSRVHGLQWKH¿QDOVWDJHRIDQDO\VLV

46

A decision on how many dates are obtained will not be made until the charred plant remains from the soil samples
have been analysed. The decision will then be taken in consultation with Cadw, and it may be decided that it is not
worthwhile obtaining any dates on these samples.
6.4. Further excavation
Clearly there is considerable information still to be obtained from this site. The current excavation aimed largely
to test the geophysics results and sample features found. Much more excavation would be required to establish
the full character of many of the features and their relationships to each other. In particular investigation of the
ditch and entrance suggested by the geophysical survey and how that relates to the features revealed in the current
excavation would be valuable.
The support of the landowner would again make it a suitable location for future volunteer excavations, but it
may be worth waiting for the results of the post-excavation assessment and radiocarbon dates to provide some
FRQ¿UPDWLRQRIWKHDVVXPHG5RPDQR%ULWLVKGDWHRIWKHVHWWOHPHQWEHIRUHFRPPLWWLQJWRIXUWKHUZRUN
As a Cadw grant aided community excavation this site has proved to be ideally situated but work in the past few
\HDUVKDVEHHQFRQFHQWUDWHGRQ$QJOHVH\DQGLWPD\EHGHFLGHGWKDWIXWXUHSURMHFWVRIWKLVVRUWVKRXOGIRFXVRQ
VLWHVLQRWKHUSDUWVRIWKH*$7UHJLRQ5HQHZHGH[FDYDWLRQDW+HGG\U<Q\VPD\WKHUHIRUHQRW¿WLQWRRWKHUDLPV
of community excavations. However further work here would be recommended if funding was available for it.
6.5. Report, Publication and Dissemination
Once the results of the analyses proposed above have been obtained a full report will be produced for Cadw and
for inclusion in the HER. The report will include a full site narrative with appropriate drawings, including selected
VHFWLRQVDQGGHWDLOHGSODQVRIIHDWXUHV7KHUHZLOOEHDGLVFXVVLRQRQWKHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQDQGVLJQL¿FDQFHRIWKH
site and comparisons other sites in the area and parallels elsewhere. All the specialist reports will be included and
WKHLUUHVXOWVZLOOEHGLVFXVVHGLQWKHPDLQWH[W:KHQD¿QDOUHSRUWKDVEHHQSURGXFHGWKLVZLOOEHFRQYHUWHGLQWR
a publication report, to be published in the Transactions of the Anglesey Antiquarian Society. A preliminary note
ZLOOEHSURGXFHGWKLV\HDUIRUSXEOLFDWLRQLQWKDWMRXUQDO
To ensure a wider audience it is proposed to also write a summary report aimed at a more popular level that can
be made available on the GAT website and sent out to volunteers that worked on the site and other interested
parties. This report would be translated into Welsh. There will also be a talk about the site given in the local area,
where the summary report will also be distributed to local people. The talk will be held in a prominent venue in
Llangefni and will be advertised well in advance in the papur bro, Y Glorian, in other local media, by informing
the volunteers who worked on the site and through social media.
6.6. Archiving
The artefacts from the excavations belong to the landowners, Wynne and Julia Morgan. Their agreement will be
REWDLQHGLQZULWLQJIRUWKH¿QGVWREHGRQDWHGWR2ULHO<Q\V0{Q7KH¿QGVZLOOEHER[HGLQDSSURSULDWHDUFKLYH
quality boxes, an accession number will be obtained and used to label the boxes.
The digital archive, with appropriate metadata will be submitted to the Royal Commission on the Ancient and
+LVWRULFDO0RQXPHQWVRI:DOHV 5&$+0: ZKRFDQSURYLGHORQJWHUPDFWLYHFXUDWLRQRIWKHGLJLWDO¿OHVDVZHOO
as access to the public.
7KHVLWHUHFRUGVRQSDSHUDQGGUDZLQJ¿OPZLOOEHKHOGE\$QJOHVH\$UFKLYHV$FRS\RIWKH¿QDOUHSRUWZLOO
be submitted to the Gwynedd Historic Environment Record (HER) and will be made available on the Archwilio
website (ZZZFR¿DGXUFDKF\PUXRUJXN) as well as on the GAT website (www.heneb.co.uk).
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9.

APPENDIX I List of ¿nds
No of
items
1
1
1
1
1
1

Find
No
1
2
3
4
5
6

Context
No
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001

Material
iron
iron
iron
iron
iron
iron

7
8

1001
1001

iron
iron

nut

1
1

9
10
11
12
13
14

1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001

cu alloy
iron
iron
iron
iron
iron

bent rod
LURQREMHFWV
LURQREMHFW
bolt
nail

1
2
1
1
1
1

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1002
1001
1001

iron
iron
iron
lead?
iron
iron
iron
iron
iron
cu alloy
lead
pot
iron
cu alloy
iron
iron
iron
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy
iron
silver
iron
iron
lead
iron
iron
iron
lead

wire
LURQREMHFW
LURQREMHFW
REMHFWSRVVLEO\OHDG
nail
nail?
nail
bolt
nail
Teddy Tail League badge
OHDGREMHFW
post med sherd
LURQREMHFW
purse bar??
nail
LURQREMHFWV
LURQREMHFWV
buckle
nail
coin?
LURQREMHFW
dime
nail
nail
lead weight, Roman?
nails
LURQREMHFW
LURQREMHFWV
lead pellet

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1

Description
LURQREMHFW
nail
nail
LURQREMHFW
nail
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Find
No

Context
No

Material

Description

No of
items

44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90

1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1002
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001

iron
cu alloy
iron
iron
iron
iron
pot
ceramic
iron
iron
cu alloy
ceramic
ÀLQW
iron
iron
iron
lead
iron
iron
iron
iron
cu alloy
cu alloy
iron
iron
iron
iron
lead
lead
cu alloy
cu alloy
iron
iron
cu alloy
cu alloy
lead
iron
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy?
lead
lead
lead
iron

LURQREMHFWV
terret?
nail
nail
QDLODQGLURQREMHFWV
LURQREMHFWV
pot sherd, Roman?
tile frag
LURQREMHFW
nail
penny
pot sherd, Roman?
ÀLQWVFUDSHU
LURQREMHFW
LURQREMHFW
LURQREMHFW
seal matrix?
nail
LURQREMHFW
hook
LURQREMHFW
bullet case end
Roman brooch
LURQREMHFW
nail
nail
LURQREMHFW
weight
OHDGREMHFW
Roman brooch pin
buckle
tip of plough share
nail
button
button
lead bag seal?
nail?
rod with screw thread
LURQREMHFW
broken metal disc?
pipe section
small lump
piece of lead
FROGFKLVHODQGLURQREMHFW

2
1
1
2
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2

50

Find
No

Context
No

Material

Description

No of
items

91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135

1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1005
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1002
1001
1007
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001

iron
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy
cu alloy
iron
lead
iron
Iron
Lead
cu alloy
stone
cu alloy
lead
lead
cu alloy
cu alloy
lead
lead
cu alloy
cu alloy
cu alloy
cu alloy
lead
lead
cu alloy
lead
cu alloy
lead
cu alloy
lead
cu alloy
lead
ÀLQW
lead
stone
metal
lead
lead
lead
cu alloy
cu alloy
cu alloy
cu alloy

cold chisel?
fastening
nail?
coin
dog cut from cu alloy sheet
blade?
lead blob
large nail
)HREM
Lead spindlewhorl
coin
hone stone?
med coin (lost)
lead disc
folded sheet
decorative piece
FXDOOR\REMHFW
section of pipe?
OHDGREMHFW
FXDOOR\REMHFW
Victorian penny
disc
button
lead lump
lead disc
button
lead strip
penny
bent lead sheet
penny
OHDGREMHFW
chain
lead strip
ÀLQWÀDNH
musket ball
VWRQHREMZLWKS\UDPLGDOHQG
SRLQWHGREMHFW
pipe section?
mass of lead
mass of lead
thin ring
FXDOOR\REMHFW
sheet fragments
FXDOOR\REMHFW

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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Find
No

Context
No

Material

136
137
138
139
140

1001
1001
1001
1001
1001

lead
iron
cu alloy
cu alloy
iron

bent ring
large nail?
button
buckle

1
1
1
1
1

141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180

1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1002
1001
1002
1040
1002
1047
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1001
1065
1084
1057
1002
1053
1001
1000
1001
1002

cu alloy
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy
lead
lead
lead
cu alloy
cu alloy
cu alloy
ceramic
pewter
ceramic
metal
ÀLQW
stone
lead
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy
lead
cu alloy
cu alloy
iron
cu alloy
lead
lead
cu alloy
stone
stone
chert
cu alloy
slag
ÀLQW
ceramic
cu alloy
ÀLQW

keyhole plate
FXDOOR\REMHFW
KDQGOHZLWKRWKHUREMHFWV
button
ox-shoe?
buckle
washer
REMHFWZLWKPDUNHGRQLW
OHDGREMHFW
buckle
fork
button
pot sherd, Roman?
riding crop end?
spindlewhorl?
PHWDOREMHFWV
ÀLQWGHELWDJH
URFNFU\VWDODQGÀLQWÀDNH
cut piece
disc
penknife
badge
lead lump
buckle
coin
penknife
button
mass of lead
bent piece
EXWWRQDQGRWKHUREMHFW
XQ¿QLVKHGVSLQGOHZKRUO"
pecked stone
shattered chert
Roman coin
furnace lining?
struck pebble
pot sherd, Roman?, from spoil heap
coin?
ÀLQWSHEEOH

1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Description

52

No of
items

Find
No

Context
No

Material

181

1038

iron/slag

182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
538
552

1038
1038
1056
1050
1061
1006
1006
1022
1024
1063
1051
1031
1031
1068
1027
1017
1017
1017
1016
1016
1006
1040
1005
1005
1005
1000
1000
1002
1002
1002
1012
1082
1001
1001

slag
chert
stone
stone
stone
iron
pot
ÀLQW
ÀLQW
slag
ceramic
ÀLQW
pot
chert
pot
pot
ÀLQW
stone
pot
stone
bone
pot
pot
iron
slag
pot
cu alloy
pot
ÀLQW
stone
pot
bone
lead
ceramic

Description
LURQREMHFWRUVODJLURQZRUNLQJ
debris
furnace lining?
piece of chert, possibly worked
quern frags
possible hammerstone
chert and rock crystal
LURQREMHFWV
post med pot and glass
ÀLQWGHELWDJH
ÀLQWGHELWDJH
furnace lining?
clay pipe stem
ÀLQWGHELWDJH
pot sherd
chert and rock crystal
post med pot sherds
post med pot sherds
ÀLQWSLHFH
piece of slate
post med pot sherds
FKHUWÀDNHDQGTXDUW]
bone
post med pot sherd
post med pot sherd
LURQREMHFWV
slag
post med pot sherds
PHWDOGHWHFWRU¿QGVIURPVSRLOKHDS
post med pot sherds
ÀLQWELWV
stone with a hole
pot sherd, Roman?
tooth
folded disc of lead
pot sherd, Roman?

53

No of
items
1
1
1
2
1
5
5
14
1
1
2
1
3
1
2
4
10
1
1
3
2
1
1
17
12
2
47
11
12
7
1
1
1
1
1

10. APPENDIX II: List of bulk soil samples and methodology of processing the samples
Sample Context
No.
No.

Context
description

01

1051

Fill of stonecapped drain
(1066)

02

1063

03

Total Volume
% of
Date
Weight
(L)
deposit Processed
(kg)
sampled

Notes

15/08/2016

Some charcoal and root
material

100

15/08/2016

$EXQGDQWFKDUFRDOÀHFNV
and pieces (plus root material)

7

<5

17/08/2016

Root material, charcoal
ÀHFNV SLHFHV

6.3

7

<5

15/08/2016

Hardly any charcoal at all

Fill of small pit/
hollow [1101]

5.6

7

100

17/08/2016

$EXQGDQWFKDUFRDOÀHFNV
and pieces (plus root material)

1099

Charcoal patch
cut by ditch
[1037]

7.5

8

50

17/08/2016

Root material, some charcoal
pieces

1038

Fill of ditch/
gully [1039]

9.7

8.5

<5

17/08/2016

Root material, few charcoal
pieces.

9

8

Fill of small pit
[1064]

13.7

15

1068

Fill of gully/
ditch [1039]

7.1

04

1045

3ULPDU\¿OORI
feature [1046]

05

1100

06

07

54

11. APPENDIX III: List of contexts
Context
number
1001

Type

Description

Interpretation

Dimensions

Layer

Dark brown slightly malleable silt with occasional
small stones

Topsoil

Depth: 0.15m

1002

Layer

Mid brown clayey silt with a few stones, 0.05m deep
NW end of the site, getting slightly deeper at E end.

Plough soil

Depth: 0.2m max

1003

Layer

Pale yellow silty clay containing small and medium
stones, occasional patches of grey and red brown clay.

Natural boulder clay

1004

Fill

Deposit of large sub-angular and occasional sub-rounded stones (up to 0.3m length) in malleable mid brown
silty clay.

Fill of posthole [1009]. Fairly
deliberately placed stones
ODLGÀDWSRVVLEO\SODFHGWR
¿OOKROHDIWHUWKHUHPRYDORI
a post.

1005

Layer

Dark brown fairly malleable clayey silt with very few
stones

Lower part of shallow plough
soil over eastern drain.

Depth: c. 0.05m

1006

Layer

Dark brown friable clayey silt, c. 20% small stones and
gravel

Lower part of plough soil/
XSSHUGLWFK¿OO'LSIURP
NW corner to NE side of
trench caused plough soil to
be deeper.

Depth: 0.1m

1007

Fill

Dark brown slightly malleable clayey silt, occasional
stones and c.10% gravel.

Fill of rectangular enclosure
ditch [1008].

Depth: 0.13m

1008

Cut

Shallow ditch running N to E with vertical inner edge,
JUDGXDOVORSLQJRXWHUHGJHDÀDWEDVHZLWKDQHDWO\
curved corner.

Rectangular enclosure ditch
as seen on geophysics.

Length: c. 14.6m
Breadth: 0.6m
Depth: 0.13 –
0.35m

1009

Pit

Sub-circular, slightly oval shaped pit. Sloping sides at
Likely to be a post hole due
WKHWRSYHUWLFDOWRZDUGVWKHÀDWEDVHZLWKDVOLJKWXQGHU to neatly dug feature, circular
cut.
DQGÀDWERWWRPHG3UHVXPHG
to be packed with stones after
post removal.

Length: 0.86m

Depth: 0.05m

1010

Fill

'DUNEURZQFRPSDFWFOD\H\VLOWIHZVWRQHVÀDW
stones at N end (up to 0.15m in length).

Fill of gully [1011].

1011

Cut

*HQWO\FXUYLQJQDUURZJXOO\ZLWKSRRUO\GH¿QHGLUregular sides and base, broader and rounded at the end
containing stones.

Slight and indistinct gully.

Breadth: 0.64m
Depth: 0.88m

Breadth: 0.13m
Depth: 0.05m

1012

Fill

Mid brown clayey silt, 10% small and medium stones
with patches of red-brown clay within.

Fill of [1013].

Depth: 0.12m

1013

Cut

Irregular linear feature, steep sides in places, undulatLQJEDVHGLIIXVHHGJHVFRQIXVHGE\QDWXUDOSURMHFWLQJ
within this line.

Feature largely caused by
root activity, but is on the line
of a slight ditch, possibly part
of feature [1081].

Breadth: c.0.7m

Friable grey-brown silt, c. 20% small – medium stones
concentrated towards the centre of the feature.

Fill of [1015] – one of the
stones in the top is mill-stone
conglomerate.

Length: 0.3m

Sub-circular cut with near vertical sides and rounded
base

Possible small post hole.

1014

Fill

Depth: 0.12m max

Breadth: 0.15m
Depth: 0.29m

1015

Cut

Length: 0.3m
Breadth: 0.15m
Depth: 0.29m

1016

Layer

Dark brown slightly clayey silt with occasional small
stones.

Deposit at NE trench edge
obscuring cut [1090] and
covering stones of stone¿OOHGGUDLQ>@

1017

Fill

Diffuse loose soft mid brown clayey silt with occasional angular stones and sub rounded pebbles (up
to 0.25m). Has occasional charcoal and a few pieces of
slipware.

Fill of [1018].

55

Depth: 0.85m

Context
number
1018

Type

Description

Interpretation

Dimensions

Cut

Elongated sub-circular with curved edges, sharp vertiFDOVLGHDQGÀDWEDVHWKRXJKWUXQFDWHGE\SORXJK

Large probably oval pit,
stone (step like) left in situ
midway up SE slope.

Length: 2.45m
Breadth: 1.9m
Depth: 0.85m

1019

Cut

Linear feature rather wandering in plan, with gradual
– steep sides, concave break at v-shaped base. Cut into
limestone bedrock (1026).

Possible “defensive” VSUR¿OHGHQFORVXUHGLWFK
probably same as [1046].

Length: >11m
Breadth: c. 1.4m
Depth: up to
0.35m

1020

Fill

Plastic medium dark grey-brown silty sandy clay with
frequent medium gravel and some cobbles (<0.12m).
A few pieces of unworked chert recovered from the
deposit.

Fill of E facing section from
ditch [1019].

Depth: 0.32m

1021

Fill

Plastic medium dark-grey brown sandy silty clay with
frequent gravel and cobbles.

Fill of W facing section from
[1019], deposit similar to
(1021) though no chert,

Depth: 0.35m

1022

Fill

Grey brown rather friable silt with c. 20% small angular
and sub-angular stones.

Fill of ditch [1023]

Depth: 0.1m

1023

Cut

1DUURZVKDOORZGLWFKZLWKIDLUO\VWHHSVLGHVÀDWEDVH
shallow rounded terminus at E end. Possibly truncated.
W end not investigated, stones <0.3m long within.

Regular ditch or gully. Possible posthole hat W end?

Breadth: 0.48m
Depth: 0.1m

1024

Fill

Dark grey silty with occasional stones, becoming more
clayey to the N with a pink-red hue.

Fill of [1025]

Depth: 0.16m

1025

Cut

/LQHDUIHDWXUHZLWKVWHHSVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVHUXQQLQJ(
– W then turning rounded corner orienting N-S.

Ditch with straight sections
and curving corner

Breadth: 0.5m
Depth: 0.18m

1026

Natural

Broken up surface of limestone bedrock, cracked and
eroded appearing almost like pebbles.

Limestone bedrock

1027

Fill

Brown clayey silt with c.10% up to 0.15m in length.

Fill of pit [1028], with stones
RYHU¿OORISLW

Depth: 0.72m

1028

Cut

Very large irregular sub-oval pit, side exposed slopes
DWFÛ

Very large pit, impossible to
see relationship where the
edge cuts to ditch.

Depth: 0.72m

1029
1030

Fill

Grey-brown clayey silt, groups of stones <0.15m long.

Fill of ditch [1030]

Depth: 0.25m

Cut

/LQHDUIHDWXUHUXQQLQJF16ZLWKVWHHSVLGHVDQGDÀDW Straight ditch.
base with some hollows in it.

Length: >6m
Breadth: >1.9m
Depth: 0.25m max

1031

Fill

Brown clayey silt with occasional small and medium
gravel, more clayey and stony at the sides and base.

Fill of pit [1032]

Depth: 0.44m

1032

Cut

Sub-oval pit with variable sides, steep and gradual
in places with an irregular rounded base cutting into
gravel, clay and limestone (S side).

Pit with hollow in base, it
is probable that [1032] cuts
into [1062] but impossible to
prove relationship.

Length: 1.7m

Rectangular cut aligned SE-NW, steep sides, slight
VWHS(HQGÀDWEDVHZLWKVOLJKWXQGXODWLRQDQGVWRQHV
sticking out.

Small grave-shaped feature,
no evidence of cist or lining

Length: 1.29

1035

Fill

Brown clayey silt with occasional small stones, medium ones at the base.

Fill of [1034]

Depth: 0.21

1036

Fill

Dark grey-brown clayey silt with occasional small
stones

Fill of [1037]

Depth: 0.18m max

1037

Cut

Gulley running straight then curving, petering out at
ends with steep sides and irregular base with some
SURMHFWLQJVWRQHVDQGDJJORPHUDWLRQV1:HQGYDJXH
and irregular. Peters out before reaching [1039].

Long curving gully.

Dark grey-brown sandy silty clay, numerous small and
PHGLXPVWRQHVO\LQJOD\HUHGDWXSSHUSDUWRI¿OOVRPH
ÀDW

6WRQ\¿OORI>@ZKHUHLW
goes into the baulk.

Depth: 0.44m

No 1033 given out, missed in context register.

1033
1034

Breadth: 1.4m

Cut

Breadth: 0.51
Depth: 0.21

1038

Fill

56

Breadth: 0.38m
Depth: 0.18m max

Depth: 0.2m

Context
number
1039

Type

Description

Interpretation

Dimensions

Cut

Straight linear running c. E-W, curving neatly to run S,
vertical sides with a v-shaped base with a “shelf” along
N side.

Neatly dug ditch forming the
corner of an enclosure.

Breadth: 0.6m
Depth: 0.2m

1040

Layer

Soft red-orange brown, variable from silty clay to clay
ZLWKDIHZVPDOOVWRQHV3XUHFOD\EDFN¿OOLQSODFHV

Deposit covering slabs of
drain (1066), possibly formLQJDÀRRUVXUIDFHZLWK
and 1094.

Depth: 0.1m

1041

Fill

Dark grey-brown clayey silt with very few stones and
RFFDVLRQDOFKDUFRDOÀHFNV

Fill of small pit [1042]

Depth: 0.12m

1042

Cut

Circular pit with gradually sloping sides, curving
JUDGXDOO\LQWRÀDWEDVH

Small pit

Depth: 0.12m

1043

Fill

Brown clayey silt containing numerous stones up to
0.3m long. Conglomerate of stones seem to form a line
along top of ditch [1046].

Line of stones. Stones may
be independent of the ditch
¿OOFHUWDLQO\GHSRVLWHGZKHQ
the ditch was mostly full.

Depth: c.0.2m

1044

Fill

Brown silty clay with occasional small and medium
stones.

0DLQ¿OORIGLWFK>@

Depth: 0.6m

1045

Fill

*UH\EURZQVLOW\FOD\ZLWKFKDUFRDOÀHFNVVHYHUDO
large stones (<0.2m), gravel and some smaller stones.

3ULPDU\¿OORIGLWFK>@

Depth: 0.17m

1046

Cut

9SUR¿OHGLWFKVORSLQJDWFࡈZLWKVOLJKWVWHSRQ6
side, Narrow base, possible an ankle-breaker (0.2m
wide and c.0.15m deep).

Possible defensive ditch or
enclosure ditch, rather wandering in plan.

Depth: 0.75m

1047

Fill

Dark grey brown clayey-silt, slightly gritty with occasional small stones.

Fill of ditch [1048].

Depth: 0.08m

1048

Cut

Severely truncated slight ditch/furrow, very shallow
ZLWKJUDGXDOO\VORSLQJVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVH

Slight ditch/furrow, very
Breadth: 0.7m
GLI¿FXOWWRGLVWLQJXLVKDVFXWV Depth: 0.08m
into (1098)

Renumbered as 1067

1049
1050

Fill

Brown clayey silt with densely packed c. 50% large
sub-angular stones (<0.4m), occasional small stones
and coral from limestone.

Fill of land drain [1058]

Depth: c.0.9m

1051

Fill

Soft dark grey clayey silt with no inclusions, clean.
Fairly pure silt presumably natural silting of the drain.

Fill of drain [1066]

Depth: 0.03m

1052

Layer

Firm dark red/brown clay without inclusions, very
clean natural.

Natural clay underneath 1066

1053

Fill

Dark grey clayey silt with occasional small stones

Fill of [1039] in middle
sondage.

Depth: 0.18m

1054

Fill

Firm mid-dark reddish brown silty clay, occasional
VWRQHLQFOXVLRQVPPDQGFKDUFRDOÀHFNV

Fill of [1055].

Depth: 0.5m

1055

|Cut

Semi-circular feature with curving slopes, vertical sides
and with an uneven base, possible deeper cut towards
centre of feature (undug). Probably part of a large subcircular pit.

Large oval pit, likely cutting
into ditch. Impossible to see
in plan to determine relationship.

Depth: c. 1.2m

6PDOOSDWFKRIVWRQHVDWSRVVLEOHMXQFWLRQRIIHDWXUHV
no more than 0.1m, one possibly a piece of quern stone.

Stones maybe in edge of
ditch [1019], seemingly cutting into ditch [1055]. Where
it ends is possibly cut away
by ditch [1028].

Depth : 0.08m

1056

1057

Layer

Red-brown gravel with clay matrix, c.20% small stones Glacial gravels overlying
with occasional medium stones up to 0.3m long. Some
boulder clay.
RIWKHODUJHUVWRQHVOLHIDLUO\ÀDWDQGDUHVXJJHVWLYHRID
feature, but are actually embedded in the natural.

Depth: 0.08 –
0.6m

1058

Cut

/LQHDUIHDWXUHFXUYLQJDW:HQGYHUWLFDOVLGHVDQGÀDW
base at lower part, though upper sides seem to gently
slope and cut into [1056]. Broader at top than base with
rounded W end cutting through gravel (1057).

Land drain

Depth: c.0.9m

1059

Fill

Frim mid-dark yellowish brown silty clay with occasional stone inclusions. Similar texture to (1054) and
(1060).

Fill of [1055].

Depth: 0.2m max

57

Context
number
1060

Type

Description

Interpretation

Dimensions

Fill

Firm mid-dark reddish brown silty clay with occasional
charcoal. Nearly identical to (1054) in colour and
texture, similar to (1059) but darker in colour.

Fill of [1055}.

Depth: 0.7m

1061

Fill

Firm drown silty clay, <5% small stones. Chert fragments and small quartz crystal recovered.

Fill of [1062].

Depth: 0.15m

1062

Cut

Very irregularly shaped feature, somewhat rounded,
brown clay at base, undulating clay sides. Orientating
E-W.

Shallow hollow – presumably Depth: 0.15m
natural but possibly related
to erosion caused by activity
near [1032].

1063

Fill

Variable dark brown silty clay with frequent charcoal
inclusions.

&KDUFRDOULFK¿OORI>@

Depth: 0.7m

1064

Cut

Small sub-circular very shallow pit with gradually slopLQJVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVH

&KDUFRDO¿OOHG³SLW´FXWLQWR
small patch of brown clayey
silt and into edge of pale
yellow-grey clay.

Diameter: 0.51m
Depth: 0.07m

1065

Layer

Small patch of generally angular small stones embedded into natural.

Possible cobbled surface.

Depth: 0.06m

1066

Structure

6WRQHGUDLQZLWKÀDWOLPHVWRQHFDSSLQJVWRQHVVXSported on a ledge of upright side stones. Stones set in
a neatly shaped cut terminating abruptly with vertical
stones. Drain slopes toward N, near a stream.

Shallow drain at the base of
asymmetrical v-shaped cut.

Breadth: 0.5m

$VHULHVRIÀDWVODEVW\SLFDOO\±PORQJODLGWR
form a level surface. Various stone types.

Series of slabs appearing
to form a part of a surface
perhaps along with 1094 and
1040.

Length: >1.2m

Fill of ditch [1039]

Depth: 0.2m

Fill of N part of [1008] containing stones.

Depth:0.35m

1067

Dark grey-brown clayey silt with some small stones.

Depth: 0.12m

Breadth: 0.6m
Depth: 0.08m

1068
1069

Fill

1070

Fill

Grey-brown clayey silt with c. 30% large angular and
sub-angular stones up to 0.26m long. Stones sloping on
sides not positioned deliberately.

1071

Fill

Firm friable orange brown clayey silt with occasional
Fill of slot 1072
stones up to 10cm long. Fill undistinguishable from that
of wider hollow 1073.

1072

Cut

Linear feature with sharp slope breaks, slightly concave
sides and base.

6KDOORZLUUHJXODUYSUR¿OHG
slot cut into base of [1074].

Breadth: 0.16m

Renumbered as 1091, see 1091 for description etc.

Depth: 0.15m

Depth: 0.15

1073

Fill

Firm mid orange brown clayey silt with occasional
stones.

Fill of [1074], relationship
with 1072 hard to determine

Depth: 0.1m

1074

Cut

,UUHJXODUKROORZZLWKVWHHSVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVHUXQQLQJ
N-S towards stone slab but appearing to peter out.

An irregular wider linear
hollow

Breadth: 0.7m

1075

Fill

Firm mid-orange brown clayey silt with patches of redEURZQFOD\SXUSOLVKVDQGDQGÀHFNVRI\HOORZPRWWOHG
sandstone.

Fill of [1076].

Depth: 0.12m

1076

Cut

,UUHJXODUOLQHDUIHDWXUHZLWKURXQGHGSUR¿OHRULHQWDWLQJ16ZLWKDÀDWEDVHDQGIDLUO\VORSLQJVLGHV6ORSHV
to S.

Wide shallow hollow linear,
cut through [1092] – (1040)/
(1091).

Breadth: 0.6

Depth: 0.3m

1077

Fill

Grey clayey silt, patches of pale yellowish grey clay
near top with some medium stones up to 0.2m long
pressed into cut base.

Fill of [1078].

1078

Cut

Rather irregular circular pit with steep and sloping sides
and stones in base. Not fully exposed as stones left in
base for recording.

Irregular shaped pit.

Depth: 0.1m

Depth: 0.12

Length: 1.2m
Breadth: 1m
Depth: 0.3m

1079

Layer

Orange-brown clayey silt with few stones.

Natural orange silt over SW
part of site.

1080

Fill

Brown clayey silt with few stones.

Fill of [1081] – probably
FXWE\WKRXJKQR¿UP
evidence.
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Depth: 0.12m

Context
number
1081

Type

Description

Interpretation

Dimensions

Cut

Shallow, straight linear feature with very gently sloping
VLGHVDQGDÀDWEDVHUDWKHUFRQIXVHGE\URRWVLQSODFHV
possibly truncated.

Possibly a boundary, but
rather shallow for a ditch.

Length: 5.5m
Breadth: 1.1m
Height: 0.12m

1082

Fill

Brown clayey silt with lens of pale silt in S, sparse
stone inclusions though increase at base.

)LOORIGLWFK>@GLI¿FXOW
to see if 1088 cuts this.

1083

Cut

9VKDSHGSUR¿OHEHFRPLQJVKDOORZHUDQGHQGLQ
rounded terminus at NW, vertical N end with gradually
sloping sides in S and narrow base.

Ditch cut into bedrock.

Depth: 0.53m
Breadth: 0.77m
Depth: 0.53m

1084

Fill

*UH\EURZQVLOW\FOD\ZLWKFKDUFRDOÀHFNVDQGRFFDVLRQDOVPDOOVWRQHVEXWODUJHO\¿OOHGZLWK6)

Fill of [1085].

Depth: 0.08m

1085

Cut

Shallow sub-circular hollow in pale clay with sloping
sides and rounded base.

6OLJKWKROORZMXVWODUJH
enough to hold SF173.

Diameter: c.0.3m

1086

Cut

Wide linear feature running approx. E/W. Not sectioned.

Seems to be straight ditchlike cut.

Breadth: 0.8m

1087

Fill

%URZQFOD\VLOWZLWKÀHFNVRIGHFD\HGRUDQJHVWRQH
NW end has a quite high portion of small stones.

Fill of [1088]

Depth: c.0.2m
max

1088

Cut

)DLUO\QDUURZJXOO\ZLWKVWHHSVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVHFXUYing at NW axis, running into un-excavated area with
fairly large stones.

Gully or slot of unknown
function.

Breadth: c.0.4m

Depth: >0.26m

1089

Fill

Dark brown clayey silt with occasional stones, containing 19th Century pottery.

Fill of [1090].

1090

Cut

/DUJHURXJKO\RYDOKROORZRQO\IXOO\GH¿QHGRQ1:
and SW sides, NE part under the baulk and SE part
FRQIXVHGE\RYHUO\LQJGHSRVLW  /HQJWKGH¿QHG
largely by geophys signal. Where exposed the sides are
fairly gradually sloping; the base was not seen.

Hollow or very large pit.

Depth: 0.08m

Depth: c.0.2m
max

Length: c7.5m
Depth: >0.26m

1091

Fill

/D\HURI¿UPUHGEURZQUHGHSRVLWHGFOD\RYHUSDUWVRI
drain (1066). Similar to natural red clay in this area.

Redeposited clay over parts
of drain (1066)

Depth: 0.1m

1092

Cut

Linear feature with rounded corners and gradually slopLQJVLGHVZLWKDVKDUSEUHDNWRDÀDWEDVHRULHQWDWHG
EW.

Cut for drain (1066)

Breadth: 0.5m
Depth: 0.12m

1093

Fill

Hard-friable, mid brown gritty silty clay, 30% small
stones 0.02 – 0.06m.

Fill of [1086], not investigated.

Breadth: 0.8m

1094

Structure

Three large green stone slabs (<0.5m) lying on surface
of 1093, tilting as though they have subsided into a
matrix.

Possibly part of surface with
1067 and features associated
with [1066].

Length: 1.1m
Breadth: 0.4m

1095

Layer

Firm-friable dark orange-brown gritty silty clay with
variable angular stone inclusions (0.08 – 0.15m), up
to 80% stones towards the NW side (not investigated
further).

Mixed deposit of abundant
angular stones, possibly
plough-damaged stony
surface.

1096

Fill

Brown clayey silt with very few stones, similar but
slightly browner that 1029.

Fill of hollow 1097.

Depth: 0.07m

1097

Cut

One curving side of possibly sub-oval feature with
JUDGXDOO\VORSLQJVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVHFXWDZD\E\GLWFK
[1030].

Sub-oval very shallow hollow, probable natural hollow.

Length: c.2.3m

1098

Layer

Dark grey-brown silt in SE corner of site containing
small stones, appearing rather shallow in places. Depth
not fully investigated.

Possible pond deposit, wet
area?

Depth: <0.06m

1099

Layer

Small sub-oval patches of charcoal in dark brown
clayey silt with small pebbles and patches of burnt
reddish clay.

Patches of charcoal cut by
ditch 1037.

Depth: 0.06m

1100

Fill

Dark brown clayey silt with frequent charcoal patches
and lenses widely distributed.

&KDUFRDO¿OORI>@

Depth: 0.07m

1101

Cut

Small near circular hollow/pit, very shallow with fairly
VWHHSVLGHVDQGÀDWEDVH

Slight hollow or pit.

Breadth: >0.77m
Depth: 0.07m

Length: 0.46m
Breadth: 0.42m
Depth: 0.07m

59

Context
number
1102

Type

Description

Interpretation

Dimensions

Fill

Dark grey-brown clayey silt, similar to (1074)

Fill of ditch [1103] – not
excavated.

Breadth: 0.75m

1103
1104

Cut

Slight ditch – hard to see in 1098, no terminal visible.

Ditch – not investigated.

Breadth: 0.75m

Fill

Dark grey-brown clayey silt with numerous stones.

Fill of ditch [1105] – not
investigated.

Breadth: c.1m

1105
1106

Cut

Straight ditch running across SE corner of site.

Ditch – not investigated.

Breadth: c.1m

Layer

Brown clayey silt with occasional stones up to 0.2m in
length.

Mixed deposit including upper part of 1050 and of 1107
with no difference between
them.

Depth: 0.5m

1107

Fill

Grey-brown clayey silt with occasional stones.

Fill of [1108]

1108

Cut

Fairly straight cut edge gently sloping where exposed
but steeper where best preserved. Not fully excavated
but chased to expose edge.

Cut edge, possibly part of
[1028] or ditch [1019].

1109

Fill

Brown clay silt with several stones >0.2m long with
gravel near sides and base. No clear patterning or arrangement to the stones.

Fill of [1110]

Diameter: c.0.6m

1110

Cut

Sub-circular cut with fairly steep sides and rounded
base with 2 deeper hollows within.

6PDOOSLWDWMXQFWLRQRIGLWFK
[1046]. Pit [1028] cuts close
to [1110] but not possible to
establish relationship.

Diameter: c.0.6m
Depth: c.0.4m

1111

Fill

Brown clayey silt with small stones, 2 medium sized
stones >0.2m long. One set on edge and largest is a
conglomerate of the sort used to make quern stones.

6WRQHVDQG¿OORI>@
stones may have been deliberately placed.

Depth: 0.05m

1112

Cut

Very shallow cut, probably originally circular with
VWHHSVLGHGDQGÀDWEDVHSDUWLDOO\GXJDVUHVWXQGHU
baulk.

Slight hollow, possibly
VSHFL¿FDOO\WRVXSSRUWWKH
stones in it.

Diameter: c.0.4m

Fill

Brown clayey silt with few stones.

Fill of [1114].

Depth: 0.06m

Cut

Elongated shallow gully with rounded ends petering out
before reaching [1039], running at NW-SE axis.

Gully or possibly a burrow.

Length: 2m

1113
1114

Depth: 0.05m

Breadth: 0.44m
Depth: 0.06m

1115

Fill

Brown clayey silt with few stones and grave, group of
stones in E side.

'LWFK¿OO±QRWLQYHVWLJDWHG

1116

Cut

Straight broad ditch.

3RVVLEO\D¿HOGERXQGDU\
ditch – not investigated.

Length: >24m

1117

Layer

Very pale grey/white silty clay with few stones. Firm
when dry and plastic when wet. Left rather upstanding
due to machining.

Area of particularly pale clay.

Length: c.4m

Breadth: c.2.4m
Breadth: c.3m

1118

Fill

Brown clayey silt with few stones.

Fill of [1119].

1119

Cut

Amorphous, roughly L-shaped, very shallow feature.

Possibly traces of ploughing

Length: c.3m
Breadth: c.0.5m
Depth: 0.1m max

1120

Fill?

A linear patch of brown clayey silt with some small
stones and patches of charcoal.

Not investigated, so unsure if
WKLVLVWKH¿OORIDIHDWXUH

Length: c.4.5m
Breadth: up to
c.1.0m

1121

Fill?

A linear spread of dark grey clayey silt with numerous
small stones.

Almost certainly a ditch, but
not investigated.

1122

Fill?

A linear spread of dark grey clayey silt with occasional
small stones.

Almost certainly a ditch, but
not investigated.

1123

Fill?

A linear spread of dark grey clayey silt with few stones
and some lumps of reddish clay.

Almost certainly a ditch, but
not investigated.

1124

Fill?

Small sub-circular patch of charcoal-rich clayey silt.

3RVVLEOHFKDUFRDO¿OOHGSLWRU Diameter: c.0.5m
hollow, not investigated
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